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VIII. Hong Kong will Prosper Only When its Young People Thrive

157. Young people are Hong Kong's future. The Government will capitalise on

our strength in education to help our young people prepare for their future,
and build Hong Kong into an international hub for post-secondary education.

On top of promoting traditional academic education, the Government will also
enhance the status of vocational and professional education and training so

as to develop Hong Kong as an education and talents hub for recognised high-
quality technical professionals.

Build an International Hub for Post-secondary Education

158. Hong Kong's post-secondary education is international and highly
diversified. Hong Kong is acclaimed to be the only city with five
universities in the world's top 100. We will develop Hong Kong into an
international hub for post-secondary education. This would bring benefits to
our local students and help widen their international perspectives. This
would also inject professional vibrancy and growth impetus to our post-
secondary education, enhancing Hong Kong's status as an international city
and taking our post-secondary education to a higher level. To this end, we
will:

(1) increase the admission quota of non-local students to Government-funded
post-secondary institutionsa€..—a€..Starting from the 2024/25 academic year,
the admission quota of non-local students to Government-funded post-secondary
institutions will be doubled to 40%. The institutions may take into account
their capacity to proceed, step by step, with admission of more non-local
students, especially students from B&R countries and from the Mainland, and
stand to expand capacity and enhance standard through their high-quality
teaching and supporting facilities;

(ii) expand scholarship schemesa€..—a€..In the last academic year, some 2 500
students from the B&R countries were recipients of the B&R Scholarship and
various scholarship schemes of UGC-funded universities. We will inject

$1 billion into the Government Scholarship Fund such that starting from the
2024/25 academic year, the quota of the B&R Scholarship will increase by 50%,
and the quota of the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme by one-third gradually,
from 300 to 400 places per academic year. These will help attract more
outstanding talents to study and conduct researches in Hong Kong. We will
also continue with the Hong Kong Scholarship for Excellence Scheme,
supporting annually around 100 outstanding local students to pursue their
studies in world-renowned universities outside Hong Kong to broaden their
global perspectives;
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(iii) increase hostel placesa€..—a€..UGC-funded universities will take forward
a number of hostel projects, which will cumulatively provide about 13 500
additional hostel places by 2027 to cater for the needs of students,
including those arising from the additional intake;

(iv) support self-financing post-secondary institutions in enhancing their
campusesa€..—In 2024, we will launch a new round of the Land Grant Scheme and
Start-up Loan Scheme in a bid to support self-financing post-secondary
institutions in developing and enhancing their campuses for supporting more
teaching and learning activities;

(v) enhance learning and enrichment opportunities for international
studentsa€..—a€..Starting from this November, full-time non-local postgraduate
students will be temporarily exempted from the restrictions on taking up
part-time jobs to enhance their experience and understanding of working in
Hong Kong, and increase their incentive to stay for development after
graduation. The arrangement will be implemented on a trial basis for two
years, during which more than 35 000 students are expected to benefit;

(vi) promote multi-cultural learning experiencesa€..—a€..Starting from the
2023/24 academic year, the UGC will inject $100 million into the Funding
Scheme for Mainland and Global Engagement and Student Learning Experience.
This will encourage universities to offer students with more exchange and
learning opportunities outside Hong Kong, and promote a diversified and
inclusive international learning environment; and

(vii) take forward the development of post-secondary education in the
Northern Metropolisa€.—a€.We will strive to develop the Northern Metropolis
University Town where post-secondary institutions are encouraged to
strengthen co-operation with renowned Mainland and overseas institutions, and
create synergy by sharing resources and enhancing collaboration with the
industry sector.

Develop Universities of Applied Sciences

159. The Government will facilitate the establishment of universities of
applied sciences (UASs), and strive to raise the status of vocational and
professional education and training to attain qualifications at university
degree level, providing an alternative path to success for young people who
aspire to pursue a career in the technical professions. UASs will closely
collaborate with technical professions and offer programmes with more
internship and practical learning opportunities. These will help students
hone their practical skills in the fields.

160. The Government together with the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of
Academic and Vocational Qualifications will make reference to international
experience and work to prescribe the standards to be qualified as UAS,
covering such aspects as the admission, curriculum, accreditation, career
articulation, collaboration with the industry sector. We will offer financial
assistance and other ancillary support, and will give priority consideration
to include eligible UAS programmes in the Study Subsidy Scheme for Designated
Professions/Sectors. To support suitable existing self-financing institutions



to develop into UASs, we will provide additional subsidies to encourage
institutions to offer more applied degree programmes related to the technical
professions and provide more incentives for enrolment. We will also set aside
a start-up fund to support potential post-secondary institutions to form an
Alliance of Universities in Applied Sciences to undertake joint promotional
activities to instill in students, parents and the community better
appreciation of the importance of vocational and professional education and
training.

Expand Our Vocational Talent Pool

161. We actively support vocational training to nurture local talents by
enhancing capacity-building and value-addition, and offering them with a
clear pathway for progression. We will:

(i) establish the Hong Kong Institute of Information Technologya€..—a€..The VTC
will focus on pre-employment and on-the-job training for the IT sector. It
will introduce programmes in the 2024/25 academic year to strengthen the
capacity of the IT sector in Hong Kong;

(ii) increase allowance of the Apprenticeship Schemea€..—a€..The VTC will, for
a period of three years starting from the 2024/25 academic year, provide each
registered apprentice with additional monthly training allowance, and
subsidise graduated apprentices in undertaking upskilling courses of relevant
trades. The two subsidy arrangements will each last for 36 months; and

(iii) enhance cross-boundary mutual recognition of qualificationsa€..—a€.\We
will work with the relevant Mainland authorities on the arrangements for
mutual recognition of sub-degree level qualifications, including higher
diploma qualifications, and will put the arrangement on trial for selected
pilot areas.

STEAM Education

162. We will further strengthen the promotion of STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics) education in primary and secondary
schools, including the introduction of Science subject in primary schools,
with the curriculum framework to be announced in the 2023/24 school year for
implementation from the 2025/26 school year. We will also launch programme in
support of the Mathematics curriculum in the 2023/24 school year to
strengthen students' capability in the applications of Mathematics, and take
further steps to identify and nurture local STEAM elites.

Teacher and Student Support

163. The Government will continue to cater for the needs of teachers and
students. These include strengthening co-operation with Mainland authorities
and institutions to organise professional training, sharing and collaboration
programmes on a regular basis; introducing new awards under the Chief
Executive's Award for Teaching Excellence to recognise teachers who are bold
at innovation; and regularising the Relocation Grant for Kindergartens from
the 2024/25 school year to encourage and help kindergartens apply for



relocation to government-owned premises.
Sustain Youth Development

164. We released the Youth Development Blueprint late last year with a vision
to nurture a new generation of young people with an affection for our country
and our city, global perspectives and positive thinking. We will continue to
implement and enhance some 160 measures in the blueprint, and organise the
Youth Development Summit in mid-2024 as the opening and highlight of the next
Youth Festival.

165. We will continue to implement various youth exchange and internship
programmes in the Mainland and overseas. We will also establish the Alliance
of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases in the GBA within
this year to provide a one-stop information, publicity and exchange platform.

166. Last month, the HYAB launched the Youth Link to engage youth
participants of various government youth activities and offer them
opportunities to develop diverse talents and take part in public affairs. We
will study the possibility of utilising suitable facilities to provide Youth
Link participants with a platform for constant interaction, including multi-
function areas, a youth culture and creativity bazaar, and small-scale
performance spaces.

167. We will also continue to implement the Security Bureau Youth Uniformed
Group Leaders Forum and select distinguished members with great potential to
participate in the Leaders Forum. Diverse learning opportunities, exchange
activities with Mainland universities as well as study tours to the GBA and
other Mainland or overseas cities will be organised. We will also encourage
members to tender advice on youth development. Before the end of this year,
we will establish the Leaders Forum Alumni Association for the outgoing
alumni.

IX. Closing Remarks

168. Hong Kong is our homes. I have met and spoken with many people from all
walks of life, and I continue to meet with, and to listen to, the people of
Hong Kong. I am particularly touched by the passion our people for Hong Kong
and by their readiness to contribute to Hong Kong. Some have told me that
they never get weary in working on behalf of Hong Kong, but that they are
sometimes frustrated when they hear others' unfounded criticisms of Hong Kong
or downplaying of the city's achievements and longstanding strengths. I thank
everyone in Hong Kong who cherishes our city, our home. We will not be put
off by their negativity. We will not let them erode our unity and our
determination to make Hong Kong a success.

169. The spirit to strive, and to triumph, is in our blood. That was clear at
the Asian Games in Hangzhou this year, where our Hong Kong athletes brought
home a record of 53 medals. They strived and triumphed, making us proud of
them.

170. Hong Kong has many strengths. We should treasure them, without inflating



our ego. In face of competition, we should never be complacent; we should not
be frustrated or doubt ourselves when we lag behind. Hong Kong has come a

long way from our beginnings as a small fishing
world city we are today. Over the years and the
countless difficulties and challenges. Flexible
an innovative mind-set, the people of Hong Kong
opportunities, and emerged from challenges with
the mutual reliance, trust and solidarity among
have shaped our story of success.

171. I have faith in the building of China into

village to a cosmopolitan
decades, we have overcome

and resilient, blessed with
have long turned crises into
even greater strengths. It is
the people of Hong Kong that

a great country through

Chinese modernisation. I have faith in the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation. I have faith in our "One Country, Two Systems". And I have faith in

you, the people of Hong Kong. As we stay united

and embrace our diversity, I

firmly believe that we will be able to build a better Hong Kong together.



