Boris calls for 20,000 more police

More police form part of the proposal for a reflationary budget. They are a
direct answer to the requests of Chief Constables and Police Commissioners. I
have reported here under 1local issues this viewpoint.

I welcome a balanced package of tax cuts and public service improvements
given the state of the economy and history of public service funding since
the banking crash and great recession of the last Labour government.

It is important that the new Home Secretary and Police Commissioners use the
extra personnel wisely to tackle areas of crime where more people could make
a difference. The public want fast response policing where officers can
arrive promptly at a crime scene or location of possible crimes and disorder,
and take prompt action to prevent or to pursue offenders. Intelligence led
policing is likely to be the most effective, with any traditional beat
policing being an exercise in engagement with the local community to learn
about the problems and to pick up leads about possible offenders.

Drug rings and County lines need targetting more. Anti social behaviour and
internet fraud are also big issues. I would welcome comments on how extra
officers could best be deployed.
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