Barefoot boost for computing science
in Welsh primary schools

A new national project to help boost the computing skills of Welsh primary
school children has been launched today (Weds 5 Apr) by Cabinet Secretary for
Education, Kirsty Williams.

The Barefoot Computing project in Wales aims to help primary school teachers
get to grips with computing so that they can inspire and excite pupils aged
from five about the world of IT.

The initiative is funded and led by BT, which has worked closely with the
Welsh Government to ensure resources for the project in Wales are closely
aligned to the Digital Competence Framework and are available bilingually via
the Hwb digital learning platform.

Kirsty Williams visited Cadoxton Primary School in Barry to see a Barefoot
workshop in action and unveiled the new online resources for teachers, which
have been tailored to the Welsh curriculum in both English and Welsh.

The free, bilingual, downloadable resources and lesson plans are targeted to
help primary school teachers across Wales, some of whom may not have
specialist computing knowledge.

The resources focus on concepts such as algorithms, abstraction, programming
and data structures and provide ideas on how they can be used in the
classroom.

Kirsty Williams said,

“Since becoming Education Secretary, one of my key priorities has
been to raise the aspirations for all our children and young
people, broadening horizons and developing ambition so that all can
achieve. The DCF is an important milestone in achieving this goal
as it provides the fundamental skills our children need in the
modern world. I am therefore delighted to launch these free-to-use,
creative resources which perfectly illustrate how digital skills
can be integrated into the Welsh curriculum.”

Every primary school head teacher in Wales will be contacted by the Barefoot
team to highlight the new resources, which have already won acclaim from
teachers elsewhere in the UK.

More than one million primary school pupils across the UK have already
benefited from Barefoot since being launched in 2014. It forms part of BT's
long-term commitment to help build a culture of tech literacy and reach five
million young people in the UK by 2020.
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Alwen Williams, regional director for BT Cymru Wales, said:

“Computing is a vital skill for the future prosperity of Wales.

“Young people need these skills in order to thrive in our
increasingly competitive and digital world while businesses and
organisations of all sizes need recruits that are tech literate in
order to succeed.

“Our children grow up surrounded by technology, but too many have
little idea how it all works — their knowledge is only screen-
deep.

“BT’'s tech literacy programme is designed to inspire young people
to ‘get’ tech concepts and to find them exciting and relevant, but
we’'re also aware that teachers need to feel confident to support
young people.

“That’s where the Barefoot Computing project comes in, and we’re
looking forward to seeing it take shape in Wales and having a real
impact in our primary schools.”

Bill Mitchell, director of education at BCS, which was responsible for
originally creating Barefoot Computing in collaboration with the Department
for Education, Raspberry Pi and BT, said:

“It’'s essential that all children develop computational thinking
skills right from the start of primary school, which is why the
Barefoot Computing project is so important as it gives teachers the
educational tools they need to develop these skills in their
pupils.”

“By backing the Barefoot Computing project the Welsh Government has
shown the leadership and vision necessary to ensure all primary

schoolchildren in Wales now have the chance to develop those skills
and as adults successfully compete in the global digital economy.”

Pupils and practitioners in Wales can access the bilingual materials at
hwb.wales.gov.uk Schools will soon be able request a workshop to demonstrate
how the resources and lesson plans can be used.
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