
Bank holiday task – which quangos
would you abolish?

Today I invite my critics who wish to see a slimmed quango state to write in
with thought out proposals for abolition or slimming of some government
bodies. I will  read and post a few longer pieces if they are considered and
understand the forces that will seek to defend their chosen quango . It is
not an invitation to a longer rant.

It would be interesting to hear thoughts on  the Next Steps style Agencies
that were designed to make parts of what is government work more business
like, giving the day to day tasks of administration and processing to an
Agency under a CEO whilst leaving policy with Ministers. The Driver and
vehicle Licencing Agency and the Highways Agency are typical examples. These
were activities we kept in the public sector.

In government in 1990 I privatised the Property Services Agency , so its
building maintenance work  for the government estate  could be market tested
and it could do work outside the public sector. Is this a model for other
such activities?

As one time sponsor Minister for the LDDC I initiated the first consideration
of how and when it could be wound up, job done, whilst limiting its
activities and encouraging  mainly private sector investment.

It is very easy for armchair critics to write in and accuse MPs of being
idiots in not agreeing to the contributors agenda, or being gutless in not
implementing it. The task is how to get buy in and agreement to desirable
reform, which often takes time and needs vocal support in a democracy. The
forces for a larger state are numerous and well entrenched.
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