
HKSARG responds to European Commission
report
     In response to media enquiries, a spokesman for the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government made the following response today
(April 24) to a report on Hong Kong issued by the European Commission and the
High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy:

     “Since the return to the Motherland, the HKSAR has been exercising a
high degree of autonomy and ‘Hong Kong people administering Hong Kong’ in
strict accordance with the Basic Law. This demonstrates the full and
successful implementation of the ‘one country, two systems’ principle, which
has been widely recognised by the international community.

    “Foreign institutions should not interfere in any form in the internal
affairs of the HKSAR.”

News story: Historic statue of
suffragist leader Millicent Fawcett
unveiled in Parliament Square

Millicent Fawcett, created by Turner Prize-winning artist Gillian
Wearing, is the first-ever statue in Parliament Square of a woman
Statue unveiled in a ceremony attended by Prime Minister Theresa May,
Communities Secretary Sajid Javid, campaigner Caroline Criado Perez and
the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan

A statue of suffragist leader Millicent Fawcett has been unveiled in
Parliament Square in a ceremony attended by the Prime Minister, Communities
Secretary Sajid Javid and the Mayor of London today (24 April 2018).

Following Caroline Criado Perez’s campaign, the Mayor of London commissioned
Turner Prize-winning artist Gillian Wearing OBE to create the statue. It is
funded through the government’s £5 million Centenary Fund and is the first-
ever monument of a woman, and the first created by a woman, to stand within
the square.

Marking 100 years since some women won the right to vote, the statue was
unveiled by 3 generations of women – Jennifer Loehnis, a descendant of
Millicent Fawcett; campaigner and activist Caroline Criado Perez; Deputy
Mayor for Culture and Creative Industries, Justine Simons; and 2 schoolgirls,
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from Millbank Academy in Westminster, and Platanos College, Lambeth.

Prime Minister, Theresa May, said:

I would not be here today as Prime Minister, no female MPs would
have taken their seats in Parliament, none of us would have the
rights and protections we now enjoy, were it not for Dame Millicent
Garrett Fawcett.

The struggle to achieve votes for women was long and arduous and
Dame Millicent was there from the beginning. For decade after
decade, in the face of often fierce opposition, she travelled the
country and the world, campaigning not just for the vote but on a
whole range of issues.

I want to thank Gillian Wearing for creating a beautiful and
fitting tribute to Dame Millicent and to everyone involved in
making this happen.

For generations to come, this statue will serve not just as a
reminder of Dame Millicent’s extraordinary life and legacy, but as
inspiration to all of us who wish to follow in her footsteps.

Communities Secretary, Sajid Javid, said:

Today’s unveiling is a landmark moment, a celebration of the legacy
of the women that fought tirelessly for equal rights and
transformed our nation for the better.

The statue of Millicent Fawcett, now facing Parliament, will remind
us all of how we must keep up the fight against inequality and
injustice in everything we do.

Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, said:

Today is an historic day. Finally, Parliament Square is no longer a
male-only zone for statues. From the very first week of my
Mayoralty, I supported Caroline Criado Perez’s campaign to put up a
statue of a woman in Parliament Square, and I’m so proud that the
day of its unveiling is now upon us.

This statue of Millicent Fawcett, the great suffragist leader, will
stand near Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela – 2 other heroic
leaders who campaigned for change and equality. There couldn’t be a
better place to mark the achievements of Millicent Fawcett, in the
heart of UK democracy in Parliament Square.

I hope this statue sparks further change across society – driving
forward gender equality and inspiring women and girls across the



capital and the UK. My huge thanks to Caroline, for her passionate
campaigning and to Gillian Wearing – who has brought Millicent
Fawcett and her legacy to life through this magnificent work.

Caroline Criado Perez also spoke at the ceremony, talking about her campaign
for the statue, which included a change.org petition signed by almost 85,000
people. Following the endorsement of the campaign from both the Prime
Minister and the Mayor, the Suffrage Statue Commission selected Turner Prize-
winning artist Gillian Wearing to create a statue of suffragist leader
Millicent Fawcett.

Artist, Gillian Wearing OBE, said:

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has worked on
this sculpture and plinth. It was so heart-warming to see the care
and attention that went into the work. I can only say I am truly
grateful.

I hope those viewing the work will be able to appreciate this along
with being able to celebrate Millicent Fawcett along with all the
other suffrage supporters and activists also honoured.

Campaigner, Caroline Criado Perez OBE, said:

When I went for a run in Parliament Square two years ago and first
noticed that all the statues there were of men I could never have
imagined quite how perfectly the dream would eventually be
realised.

Gillian Wearing’s design is everything I could ever have wanted –
and more – for the first statue of a woman in Parliament Square.

I’m so grateful to everyone who worked so hard on this campaign to
make this happen. It’s been a brilliant team effort, and one I’m so
proud to have played a part in.

The statue unveiling is one of the many events taking place this year to
celebrate the centenary year of suffrage. The Government Equalities Office
has allocated £5 million to mark the centenary of voting rights for women in
2018. This fund will support projects that raise awareness of this crucial
milestone, educate young people about its significance, and inspire people to
build a diverse political system that reflects the nation it serves.

So far, over £600,000 has been awarded from the Women’s Votes Centenary Grant
Scheme to standout schemes across the country, including projects that train
women to become leaders in their communities, and events that celebrate the
lives of prominent suffragettes.



The unveiling of the Millicent Fawcett statue is a major event in the Mayor
of London’s #BehindEveryGreatCity campaign, which celebrates the role of
women in the capital. Alongside Fawcett, the names and portraits of 59 women
and men who campaigned for women’s suffrage are inscribed on the plinth.

The unveiling ceremony was presented by BBC broadcaster Mishal Husain and
featured poet Theresa Lola, performances from the cast of Sylvia and the
Suffragist Singers and an adaptation of Millicent Fawcett’s 1918 Victory
Speech* by award-winning actress, Helen McCrory OBE.

The statue was commissioned by the Mayor of London with 14-18 NOW, Firstsite
and Iniva to commemorate the centenary of the Representation of the People
Act 1918, through the government’s national centenary fund.

To mark the day of the statue unveiling, Google Arts & Culture is
collaborating with its creator, the artist Gillian Wearing and the Mayor of
London to show the spirit and stories of the suffrage campaigners on a new
online platform at g.co/roadtoequality.

Further information
*Adapted for a transcript of Millicent Fawcett’s Victory speech in March 1918
published in The Common Cause (Newspaper first published in 1909, that
supported the policies of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies,
“the organ of the women’s movement for reform’.) Looking Backwards, by Mrs.
Henry Fawcett

Previous press releases

2 April 2017, Millicent Fawcett to be honoured with first statue of a
woman in Parliament Square
13 April 2017, Gillian Wearing announced as artist of Suffragist statue
19 September 2017, Green light for Millicent Fawcett statue in
Parliament Square
27 December 2017, Sadiq Khan launches #BehindEveryGreatCity gender
equality campaign
6 Feb 2018, Mayor marks centenary of women’s suffrage

Background on government’s centenary fund

In 2017, the government announced a £5 million Centenary fund to coincide
with International Women’s Day.

To date, £1.2 million has been awarded to 7 Centenary Cities and towns in
England with a strong suffrage history to help inspire a new generation with
the legacy of women’s campaign for equal representation. Manchester has
chosen to spend a portion of their funding to commemorate Emmeline Pankhurst,
as only the second woman alongside Queen Victoria, to be represented with a
statue in the city. The 7 Centenary Cities are Bolton, Bristol, Leeds,
Leicester, London, Manchester, and Nottingham.

In February, the Minister for Women and Equalities Amber Rudd announced £1.5
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million would make up a Women’s Suffrage Centenary Grant Scheme for bids of
up to £125,000 for projects running throughout the centenary year to
encourage communities to celebrate and to help make modern politics more
accessible. Over 600,000 has been awarded to stand out scheme across the
country including projects that train women to become leaders in their
communities, and events that celebrate the lives of prominent suffragettes.

A new Celebrating Votes for Women web page will help people find out more
about getting involved in centenary events through the year. The page
includes links to information about the history of the suffrage movement and
details of how to apply for a grant, as well as an events hub to show what is
happening across the country.

Office address and general enquiries

2 Marsham Street

London
SW1P 4DF

Contact form
http://forms.communiti…

General enquiries: please use this number if you are a member of the public
030 3444 0000

Media enquiries

Email
newsdesk@communities.gsi.gov.uk

Please use this number if you’re a journalist wishing to speak to Press
Office
0303 444 1209

Social media – MHCLG

Twitter – https://twitter.com/mhclg
Flickr – http://www.flickr.com/photos/mhclg
LinkedIn – http://www.linkedin.com/company/mhclg
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Press release: Queen approves
appointment of President of the Family
Division

Her Majesty The Queen has been pleased to approve the appointment of The Rt
Hon Sir Andrew McFarlane as the President of the Family Division from 28 July
2018. This appointment follows the retirement of Sir James Munby on 27 July
2018.

Sir Andrew McFarlane was called to the Bar in 1977 and took Silk (Queen’s
Counsel) in 1998. He was appointed a Recorder in 1995, a Deputy High Court
Judge in 2000 and a High Court Judge in the Family Division in 2005.

He co-wrote Children Law and Practice which coincided with the enactment of
the Children Act 1989 in 1991, and he has been noted for his speeches and
lectures around the country on all aspects of child law.

His expertise resulted in his selection as the only legal member of the
Family Justice Review (Norgrove) and as the judicial representative for the
current sector-led review financed by the Nuffield. The review is due to
report this summer.

Sir Andrew has held or holds leadership posts including Chairman of the
Family Law Bar Association, Chairman of the Clergy Discipline Commission and
President of the Clergy Disciplines Tribunals. He was Family Division Liaison
Judge for the Midland circuit until his appointment as a Lord Justice of
Appeal in 2011 where he is the Supervising Lord Justice for Family Cases.

The appointment
The appointment of the President of the Family Division was made by Her
Majesty The Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister and the Lord Chancellor
following the recommendation of an independent selection panel chaired by
Lord Burnett of Maldon, the Lord Chief Justice.

The other panel members were:

the President of the Supreme Court
Baroness Hale
three lay Judicial Appointments Commissioners namely, Professor Lord
Kakkar (Chairman of the Judicial Appointments Commission), Dame Valarie
Strachan and Mr Andrew Kennon

The President is the Head of the Family Division of the High Court of Justice
and may sit as of right in the Court of Appeal, the High Court and the Family
Court either alone or as part of a panel. He is also Head of Family Justice,
Head of Probate, President of the Court of Protection and chairs both the
Family Procedure Rule Committee and Family Justice Council.
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The exercise
This selection exercise was run under the relevant sections of the
Constitutional Reform Act 2005 as amended by the Crime and Courts Act 2013.

In accordance with section 70 of the Constitutional Reform Act 2005, as
amended by the Crime and Courts Act 2013, the panel determined the selection
process to be followed. As required by the Crime and Courts Act 2013, the
Lord Chancellor was consulted as part of the selection process.

In accordance with s.10 (3) of the Senior Courts Act 1981, the selection
exercise was open to all applicants who satisfy the judicial-appointment
eligibility condition on a 7-year basis, or are judges of the Supreme Court
of the United Kingdom, Court of Appeal, or High Court.

Hong Kong Customs combats unfair trade
practices at fitness centre
     Hong Kong Customs today (April 24) arrested two male staff members and
two male directors of a fitness centre suspected of engaging in aggressive
commercial practices in the course of selling fitness service, in
contravention of the Trade Descriptions Ordinance (TDO).

     Customs earlier received information alleging that staff members of a
fitness centre in Yau Ma Tei imposed undue influence in selling fitness
services to two customers who were forced to procure fitness club membership
valued at $3,000 and $18,000 respectively.

     After investigation, Customs officers today arrested four men, aged
between 20 and 64.

     Investigation is ongoing.

     Customs reminds traders to comply with the requirements of the TDO and
consumers to procure services at reputable shops. Before making the purchase
decision, consumers should not easily provide their identity cards or credit
cards to a salesperson. Consumers should firmly refuse signing any sales
documents if they have no intention to purchase.

     Under the TDO, any trader commits an offence of engaging in aggressive
commercial practices if harassment, coercion or undue influence is used to
impair consumer’s freedom of choice or conduct, causing the consumer to make
a transactional decision. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of
$500,000 and imprisonment for five years. The management staff will also be
liable if the offence is committed with their consent or connivance or is
attributed to their neglect.
     â€‹
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     Members of the public may report any suspected violations of the TDO to
the Customs 24-hour hotline 2545 6182, or crime-reporting email account
(crimereport@customs.gov.hk).

EMSD announces results of special lift
inspections
     After the lift incident at Waterside Plaza in Tsuen Wan on April 8, the
Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) requested all registered
lift contractors who are responsible for the maintenance of the same brand of
lift as the one in the incident to complete a special inspection within two
weeks. The EMSD today (April 24) announced the result of the special
inspection.
 
     The special inspection covered 384 lifts of the same brand currently
installed in Hong Kong and the EMSD has also carried out sampling checks.
Except for the lift involved in the incident at Waterside Plaza and ten
others currently undergoing modernisation works which have yet to conduct
special inspection, that for the remaining 373 lifts have been completed in
which the associated equipment of the lifts (traction system, suspension
ropes and braking system) have been confirmed to be in safe working order.
 
     Among the 373 lifts that have completed the special inspection, wear and
tear of the grooves of the traction sheaves or in the suspension ropes of a
relatively serious level were found in three lifts but their normal and safe
operation were not affected. As a prudent measure, suspension ropes of two of
the three lifts have been replaced and the lifts resumed normal operation
after thorough examination. For the one remaining lift, worn grooves of its
traction sheaves were found and the responsible person for the lift concerned
is arranging the lift to carry out modernisation works. Operation of the lift
has thus been suspended until the completion of the modernisation works and
after conducting a thorough examination.
 
     Also, the EMSD continued the in-depth investigation on the lift incident
at Waterside Plaza which is expected to complete in two to three months. The
EMSD will strictly enforce the law if contravention to the Lifts and
Escalators Ordinance has been identified.

mailto:crimereport@customs.gov.hk
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201804/24/P2018042400896.htm
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201804/24/P2018042400896.htm

