
Greens launch measures to protect
children from air pollution

1 May 2018

The Green Party will launch a raft of measures to tackle air pollution and
protect children from its worst effects ahead of the local elections on May
3. [1]

The plans will be launched alongside the party’s Clean Air Bill, to challenge
the Government’s failure to clean up Britain’s dirty air after three court
rulings found its plans so bad they are illegal.

The Green Party will pledge councillors elected on May 3 will fight for:

School Streets: Closing the streets in front of schools to traffic at
the opening and closing times to make the school environment safer and
less polluted
Walking and cycling to school:Safe routes so every child who is able to
walk or cycle to school has the opportunity to do so.
Increased Government spending on walking and cycling:The Green Party
will press the Government to quadruple spending per person annually on
walking and cycling from £6.50 to £30.

Greens will warn that children are playing in poisoned playgrounds, with a
quarter of primary schools in London in areas with illegally dirty air in
2010. [2] Air pollution is linked to stunted lung growth in children and
teenagers, [3] with air pollution inside cars 9 to 12 times higher than air
outside. [4]

The Green Party also hopes the measures will help young people aged five to
18 get the recommended hour of moderate physical activity a day – something
23% of boys and 31% of girls don’t get. [5]

The pledges will be launched alongside the party’s Clean Air Bill, which was
introduced to the House of Lords by Green peer Jenny Jones.

The Bill will declare clean air as a human right, set up a Citizens’
Commission to support people taking legal action to enforce that right, and
ensure the ‘polluter pays principle’ underpins all regulations and charges.
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Almost two thirds of people believe Britain needs a new Clean Air Act. [6]

Jenny Jones, Green peer in the House of Lords, is expected to say:

“When I started talking about air pollution as a London Assembly member in
2000, no one was interested in the health impacts and radical solutions. Well
now I’m in a position to deliver those solutions.

“I’m going to put a Clean Air Bill before Parliament and hope to get
widespread support. Air pollution is now known as an issue that everyone has
to care about.”

Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the Green Party, is expected to say:

“Closing the streets in front of schools is a common sense policy. From
London to Edinburgh, anywhere this has been implemented it has seen fewer
cars on the road and more children walking and cycling safely to school. That
means parents don’t feel forced to drive their kids around out of fear for
their safely.

“Not only does this help children get the exercise they need, which is better
for a child’s heart, but they’ll also be breathing in less pollution, which
is better for a child’s lungs. This Green bill is a win/win for our
children’s health.”

Notes:

[1] Photo opportunity in one of London’s School Streets with Green co-leader
Jonathan Bartley, Green peer Jenny Jones, and Green campaigners.

[2]
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmenvfru/433/433.pdf
(paragraph 8)

[3] http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa040610

[4]
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/12/children-risk-air-polluti
on-cars-former-uk-chief-scientist-warns

[5]https://www.cycling.scot/mediaLibrary/other/english/2432.pdf

[6]
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/feb/14/65-percent-british-public-want
-clean-air-act-pollution-harmful-uk-survey
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Greens: Labour’s immigration policy
raises serious concerns

1 May 2018

The Green Party has warned that Labour’s immigration policy raises “serious
concerns which need addressing”, saying the party’s policies fall short of
the progressive, humane system Britain needs.

The warning comes after Diane Abbott dismissed an amnesty for illegal
immigrants who have been in the UK for ten years while appearing on Question
Time last week (Thursday 26 April) [1], followed by Barry Gardiner saying he
supports deportation targets on Daily Politics yesterday (Monday 30 April)
[2].

Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the Green Party, called on progressive parties
to stand together for:

An overarching inquiry into Home Office policy making
An end to deportation targets
An end to the detention system
A moratorium on charter flight removals
An end of dehumanising language around migrants

Jonathan Bartley said:

“Scratch the surface of Labour’s immigration policy and there are serious
concerns which need addressing. It has been disappointing to watch Diane
Abbott’s dismissal of an amnesty for long term illegal immigrants, followed
by Barry Gardiner’s support for deportation targets.

“At a time when it is more important than ever to hold the Government and the
Home office to account, Labour falls short of the progressive, humane
immigration policy we need. The official opposition should be standing up for
those who have built their lives in Britain and contributed here, and calling
for deportation targets to end for good.

“At this critical moment in the Home Office’s history progressive parties
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must fight together for an overarching inquiry into Home Office policy
making, to shut down the cruel detention system, a moratorium on charter
flight removals, and an end of dehumanising language around migrants.”

Notes:

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-43920554/question-time-should-the
re-be-amnesty-for-illegal-immigrants

2. https://twitter.com/daily_politics/status/990918048633700352
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Contractors fined for carrying out
unsafe asbestos removal work without a
licence

Two contractors were sentenced today after removing asbestos pipe lagging
without taking the necessary precautions to reduce exposure to asbestos.

Teesside Magistrates’ Court heard how the two contractors were carrying out
refurbishment work at a residential property in Hamsterley, County Durham. 
Having removed the ceiling in back room on the first floor of the property,
the contractors discovered pipework running along the length of the roof
space, wrapped in lagging. Samples taken of the lagging confirmed it
contained asbestos.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that, between
10 June 2016 and 12 July 2016, the two contractors removed the lagging,
despite knowing it contained asbestos.  Neither contractor held a licence to
undertake this type of work nor did they have the necessary training. The
investigation also found the asbestos removal was carried out without the
required measures in place to reduce exposure to asbestos, thereby putting
themselves and the house owner at risk of exposure to asbestos fibres.

Brian Michael John Barry, of Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne pleaded guilty to
breaching regulations 8(1) and 11(1) of the Control of Asbestos Regulations
2012 and was fined £576 and ordered to pay costs of £847 costs.

David Jonathan Storey of Prudhoe, Northumberland, pleaded guilty to breaching
regulations 8(1) and 11(1) of the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012 and
was fined £692 and ordered to pay costs of £844.
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After the hearing, HSE inspector Andrea Robbins said “Asbestos is responsible
for the premature deaths of approximately 5,000 workers each year.

“In this case, it was foreseeable that, in the absence of measures to reduce
asbestos fibres becoming airborne during removal of the pipe lagging, that
people were at risk of being exposed to them. It was reasonably practicable
for the work to have been removed by a licensed asbestos removal contractor
under fully controlled condition thus reducing the risk of exposure to
asbestos.

“Our website and other publications clearly state that asbestos pipe lagging
should only be removed by a licensed asbestos removal contractor, by trained
asbestos operatives, and under fully controlled conditions to reduce exposure
to asbestos.”

For more information on this, please visit:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/licensing/licensed-contractor.htm

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk/
HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.

Journalists should approach HSE press office with any queries on regional
press releases.

Vote for best ‘I LIVE GREEN’ videos
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Citizens from 21 countries across Europe sent videos to the ‘I LIVE GREEN’
video competition, showing their big and small actions to protect the
environment. In total, participants submitted more than 120 videos to the
competition’s four categories:

sustainable food,
clean air,
clean water and
minimal waste.
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An EEA selection committee has shortlisted 31 videos for the final round. The
committee selected the videos based on their relevance to the topic,
creativity, technical quality and persuasiveness of the story.

Now it is up to the public to select the winner of the Public Choice Award of
EUR 500. You can vote for up to five videos through this link.

The online vote closes on 31 May and the video with the highest number of
votes wins the Award. In addition, a jury of environmental communication
experts from across Europe will select the best video in each competition
category. The EEA will announce all winners on the World Environment Day, 5
June 2018.
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