
Scottish budget statement by Finance
Secretary Derek Mackay

Below is the statement given by Scotland’s Finance Secretary, Derek Mackay,
on the Scottish Government’s budget plans for the year ahead. Check against
delivery.
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School Funding

I recently met with a number of constituents to discuss school funding.
Following the meeting, I took the points raised up on behalf of those
attending. I have now received the enclosed reply from the School’s Minister:
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Barry Gardiner responds to failure to
reach agreement at the WTO Ministerial
Conference

Barry
Gardiner MP, Shadow Secretary of State for International Trade, commenting on
the failure to
come to an agreement at the 11th Ministerial Conference of the WTO, said:

“We deeply regret that the Buenos Aires ministerial conference ended
without a substantial agreement.

"Some countries are less willing to play by the rules based system than
others. The Trump administration has shown its true colours. They are taking
an
America first stance in trade, as we saw with the Bombardier case.
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"Liam Fox needs to reassess his hopes for a transatlantic trade deal with
the US. The USA is only interested in bilateral deals in which they can
dictate
the terms. He must show leadership in the multilateral rules based system in
addressing unresolved issues such as food stock piling and fisheries
subsidies.”

Press release: Don’t throw plastic or
other items at Matlock raft racers

With this year’s annual Matlock Boxing Day Raft Race given the go-ahead once
again, the Environment Agency is urging the thousands of spectators expected
to turn out to watch the popular event to leave their flour-filled plastic
bags and other objects at home.

In previous years, spectators have thrown eggs, flour, plastic or paper bags,
and other products at the raft racers from various points along the 3.5 mile
course of the race on the River Derwent, which poses a real threat to the
environment and wildlife.

Paul Reeves, Environment Officer at the Environment Agency, said:

We realise the Matlock Raft Race is an important social event for
the area, which attracts a large number of local residents as well
as visitors from further afield, has a positive impact on the local
economy, and raises funds for the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution (RNLI).

However, we are appealing to spectators to consider the environment
by not throwing flour-filled plastic bags or other objects at the
raft racers and into the water this year.

If plastic or paper bags enter the watercourse, they pose a real
threat to wildlife both locally and further afield. Last year there
were sightings of water birds trying to eat floating flour-filled
bags, and the deadly impact of plastics on river and sea life is
well known and currently in the news.

Councillor Lewis Rose OBE, Leader of Derbyshire Dales District Council, said:

The Boxing Day raft race has become something of a tradition here
in the Derbyshire Dales and long may it continue. However, we
absolutely support the Environment Agency’s plea to spectators to
refrain from activities that threaten the environment and wildlife,
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as well as littering our waterways and streets.

Kath Stapley, Living Rivers Officer, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, added:

On behalf of the 60 partner organisations which make up the
Derbyshire Derwent Catchment Partnership, we’re asking people to
spare a thought for the wildlife in and around the River Derwent.

We’re constantly working to improve the rivers in the catchment,
from Howden Moor above Ladybower Reservoir, down into Derby, but we
can only make a difference with support from members of the public.
If plastics and other items are thrown into the river at Matlock,
they may travel out of sight, but will inevitably affect the
watercourse and wildlife downstream in Belper, Duffield, Derby and
even down into the River Trent.

News story: Defence Minister reveals
new RAF Squadron at Qatar event

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson was in Doha last weekend, where he agreed
a package of training and co-operation between the British and Qatari Air
Forces which will see them working together more regularly as part of the
multi-billion pound deal to supply the country with 24 Typhoon aircraft.

Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin expanded on that agreement at a State of
Qatar National Day reception in London today. She revealed that a new UK-
based Typhoon joint squadron will be called No. 12 squadron, and that it will
temporarily integrate Qatari personnel, including pilots and ground-crew
based at RAF Coningsby, Lincolnshire.

Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin said:

Qatar proudly becomes the ninth nation to buy the world’s leading
multi-role combat aircraft.

The formation of a joint squadron means our RAF will take the lead
in providing training and support to the Qatari Emiri Air Force as
it brings the Typhoon into service.

The Qataris will not be a permanent part of the squadron, but will be
integrated ahead of the delivery of the Typhoon aircraft. The move will
provide the country with valuable joint frontline experience on an RAF
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Typhoon Squadron and speed up their preparation for when their own jets are
delivered.

The UK and Qatar already share a close defence relationship, with a joint-
exercise between the Royal Air Force and Qatar Air force just last week
seeing Typhoon aircraft fly over the Arabian Peninsula. Defence Minister
Harriett Baldwin visited the country at the end of last month, where she met
the pilots taking part in the exercise.

The two countries share mutual interests in countering violent extremism, and
ensuring stability in the region, and this formation will further reinforce
those ties by helping to prevent terrorism from spreading and protecting the
prosperity and security of the UK at home. The new 12 squadron is currently
operating Tornados, and will transition to the future Typhoon force.

The biggest export deal for the Typhoon project in a decade, valued at around
£6 billion and sustaining thousands of UK jobs, Qatar is the ninth country to
purchase the Typhoon. This year also saw the first delivered to Oman, whilst
the MOD is leading the offer to replace Belgium’s F-16s with the jets and
continues to discuss the prospect of a second batch of sales to Saudi Arabia,
as it continues to bang the drum for Britain’s world-leading aerospace
industry around the world.

Notes to editors

Qatar National Day is on Monday 18 December. Today’s reception at The
Savoy Hotel on The Strand was hosted to celebrate the occasion.


