
Serbian murder suspect arrested in
Spain with Eurojust’s support

18 December 2017

In the evening of 14 December, the Spanish Guardia Civil apprehended a
dangerous and armed fugitive, a Serbian national nicknamed “Igor the
Russian”, in the Province of Teruel, Spain. A shooting occurred during the
arrest, and two officers of the Guardia Civil and a third Spanish citizen
tragically died as a result.

The arrested fugitive was sought by the Italian Authorities for two murders
and other serious crimes committed in Italy. The Public Prosecution Office of
Bologna, which coordinated the Italian investigation carried out by the
Italian Carabinieri, sought the support of the judicial and law enforcement
authorities of Spain, Serbia, Austria and France to identify the fugitive’s
whereabouts and apprehend him. Their fruitful collaboration and mutual
support was instrumental to Thursday’s apprehension.

In particular, the Italian and Spanish authorities formed a close partnership
to secure the arrest of this dangerous fugitive, coordinated by Eurojust and
supported by the Italian Central Directorate for Anti-drugs Services
(Direzione centrale per i Servizi antidroga – DCSA).

Within the framework of this close cooperation, the Italian and Spanish
authorities exchanged several rogatory letters, shared operational
information and organised technical and operational activities on Spanish
territory.

There is a real danger that our
prisons will move beyond crisis to a
full-blown emergency – Burgon

Richard Burgon MP, Labour’s Shadow Justice Secretary, responding to the
speech by Secretary of State David Lidington on prison reform, said:

“This speech was shockingly complacent, failing to outline a serious plan to
tackle the prisons crisis caused by Tory cuts to staff numbers and budgets.

“One in four prisons has seen a fall in officer numbers over the last year,
including those housing the most dangerous prisoners and those prisons that
the government itself labels as being of concern. Yet the Secretary of State
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failed to guarantee that those prisons would see any increase in officer
numbers. Nor did he set out a vision for tackling widespread prison
overcrowding.

“When understaffing and overcrowding mean prisoners spend 23 hours a day
locked-up in their cell, this makes a mockery of the government’s claims that
it is turning prisons into places of reform.

“With further drastic budget cuts planned by the Ministry of Justice over the
coming years, there is a real danger that our prisons will move beyond crisis
to a full-blown emergency.“

Ministers have already been told that
building safety rules need to be
rewritten – Healey

John Healey MP, Labour’s Shadow Housing Secretary, responding to Dame Judith
Hackitt’s interim report into the Review of Building Regulations and Fire
Safety, said:

“This interim report is welcome but Ministers have already been told that
building safety rules need to be rewritten.

“It is now four and a half years since two Coroners’ reports into previous
high rise fires recommended an overhaul of building regulations. Ministers
ignored the recommendations then and their promise to issue new regulations
was never honoured.  

“Rather than waiting for the final report of this inquiry, Ministers should
start acting on existing recommendations immediately and incorporate
recommendations from Dame Judith Hackitt when her inquiry is completed.

“Ministers have been off the pace at every stage in response to the Grenfell
Tower fire. They must now quickly give people confidence that our system of
fire regulation has the clarity, accountability and proper standards needed
so that no-one feels unsafe in their home.”

Press release: New floating moorings
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on River Great Ouse to last 50-plus
years

The floating moorings replace ones on the relief channels at Stowbridge,
Wiggenhall St Mary and the Denver Complex, all in Norfolk.

Expected to last at least 50 years, the new platforms feature non-slip mesh
decking and galvanised steel frames.

Andy Bennison, Anglian Waterways engineer, who has managed the project said:

The existing landing stages have been taken away to be refurbished
and re-used elsewhere on the River Great Ouse. The new frames and
decking will improve safety, as well as look better and reduce
maintenance costs.

It’s all part of our ongoing efforts to protect and improve our
cherished waterways.

The work to replace the landing stages is part of the Environment Agency’s
£1.4m Capital Investment Programme. Announced in November, the programme sets
out the investments being made into Anglian Waterways’ 353-mile network.

Projects in the pipeline include improvements to eight locks, and take place
from November to March – avoiding the peak boating season to minimise
disruption for those on the river.

The Environment Agency cares for more than 353 miles of navigable waterways
in the Anglian region, as well as a vast network of associated facilities
such as bridges, locks, moorings and toilets.

Elke König renewed as chairperson of
bank resolution board
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