
International criminal network
involved in synthetic drug trafficking
dismantled

18 December 2017

On 12 December 2017, a coordinated international operation supported by
Eurojust and Europol took down an organised crime group (OCG) involved in the
production and trafficking of drugs and psychotropic substances and in money
laundering.

The law enforcement and judicial authorities of Iceland, the Netherlands and
Poland carried out joint operations against this organised crime group
consisting mainly of Polish nationals. The operations were coordinated via a
Coordination Centre established at Eurojust with the active participation of
Europol. As a result of these operations, 8 suspects were arrested, 30
locations were searched and different types of drugs seized. Moreover, cash
and other assets (such as cars, apartments and bank accounts) in excess of
EUR 1,8 million were seized. The high value of asset seizure is also the
result of the simultaneous financial investigations – initiated from the
beginning of the case and targeting the proceeds of crime.

These successful joint operations are the result of the continuing and
fruitful cooperation amongst the law enforcement and judicial authorities of
Iceland, the Netherlands and Poland, facilitated by Eurojust and Europol.

Over the last twelve months, Eurojust and Europol organised several
operational meetings to ensure the coordination of parallel investigations
opened in Iceland, the Netherlands and Poland against this crime group.
Eurojust also facilitated the simultaneous execution of mutual legal
assistance requests and European Arrest Warrants, and the development of
coordinated strategies for the joint operations. Europol provided in-depth
operational analysis and supported the joint operations by deploying mobile
offices on the ground and participating in the Eurojust’s Coordination
Centres.
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Here’s how the Scottish budget will
support young people

Derek Mackay has set out the Scottish Government’s budget plans for the year
ahead. You can read a summary here. 
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Greens: Climate change omission moment
Trump authority expired

18 December 2017

Green Party Co-Leader Jonathan Bartley has said the decision by Donald Trump
to omit climate change from the US security strategy marks the moment when
his authority “expired”.

Earlier today it was revealed [1] that, in a dramatic change from President
Obama’s priorities, the Trump administration will drop climate change from a
list of global threats in a new National Security Strategy.

Mr Bartley said:

“The first responsibility of any political leader is the protection and
security of those in their charge. This will go down in history as the moment
the US president abdicated responsibility for his country. Trump’s authority
had already gone well past its sell-by date. Now it has positively expired. 

“All across America communities are rejecting his reckless leadership and
he is being shunned abroad. His willful ignorance of the threats that the
world faces and his denial of scientific fact will surely consign him to the
same historical category as King Canute.”

Notes

[1] https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/dec/18/trump-drop-climate-change
-national-security-strategy 
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ESMA updates its MiFID II Q&As on
transparency and market structures

The purpose of these Q&As is to promote common supervisory approaches and
practices in the application of MiFID II and MiFIR. They provide responses to
questions posed by the general public and market participants in relation to
the practical application of transparency requirements. This update includes
new answers regarding:

·         The scope of the tick size regime;

·         Application of MiFID II after 3 January 2018, including issues of
‘late transposition’;

·         Equity transparency;

·         Non-equity transparency; and

·         Pre-trade transparency waivers.

The Q&A mechanism is a practical convergence tool used to promote common
supervisory approaches and practices. ESMA will periodically review these
Q&As on a regular basis to update them where required and to identify if, in
a certain area, there is a need to convert some of the material into ESMA
Guidelines and recommendations. 
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