
Press release: Tivvy Skips Ltd
prosecuted for burning waste in Devon

A Devon skip company has been ordered to pay £5,500 in fines and costs for
illegally burning waste. The case was brought by the Environment Agency.

Tivvy Skips Ltd runs a small waste transfer station near Tiverton and
operates under an environmental permit. On 6 January 2017 the site was
inspected and waste was seen being placed in a dumper truck, before being
transferred into a skip and burned.

The condition of the skip and debris found around it indicated the burning of
waste was a ‘routine occurrence’. Alan Hutchings, the site manager at Tivvy
Skips, blamed the illegal burning on a member of staff who he claimed was
doing it without his knowledge.

A court heard the Environment Agency had previously warned the company about
burning waste, but it had ignored the warnings.

Richard Tugwell, of the Environment Agency, said:

Burning waste is illegal and poses a serious risk to the
environment and human health.The motive is nearly always financial
as it reduces the amount of waste a company has to legally dispose
of.

Courts take these offences seriously and where we have evidence, we
won’t hesitate to prosecute.

Appearing before Exeter magistrates, Tivvy Skips Ltd was fined £3,000 and
ordered to pay £2,500 costs after being found guilty of breaching Regulation
38 of the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016.

Since the offence, the company has introduced new management procedures and
was found to be compliant during a recent inspection.

Press release: River pollution costs
Devon farmer £9,500 for leaky silage
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A farmer has been ordered to pay £9,500 in fines and costs for polluting a
tributary of the River Exe in Devon.The case was brought by the Environment
Agency.

On 16 July 2015, Environment Agency officers visited Cleave Farm, Templeton
near Tiverton following a report of pollution. They found a tributary heavily
contaminated with sewage fungus for 100 metres before it entered a larger
stream that was also contaminated with sewage fungus.

The pollution was traced to a silage clamp at Cleave Farm. The farmer,
Winston Reed, told officers the silage effluent should have been directed to
a slurry store, but was leaking into a watercourse from a surface water
ditch. Officers were told a drain in the farm yard had been blocked off, but
cracked concrete around the drain had allowed effluent to escape into the
surface water system.

Silage effluent is an acidic liquid produced by the silage making process
which is a serious pollutant if it enters a watercourse.

Exeter Crown Court heard that Winston Reed either by himself or his company,
Reed Farms Ltd, which is currently in administration, is a persistent
polluter. In 2006 Winston Reed was cautioned for allowing slurry to enter a
stream. Then Reed Farms Ltd caused significant pollution incidents in 2009,
2010, 2011 and 2012, which resulted in the company being either prosecuted or
cautioned.

Since 2012, Officers had tried to work with Mr Reed to bring about changes at
the farm to improve infrastructure, including visits from the Catchment
Sensitive Farming programme.

Mischka Hewins of the Environment Agency said:

We always prefer to work in partnership with farmers to achieve
compliance through advice and guidance. It’s disappointing when
this fails and our only option to change behaviour and prevent
pollution is to prosecute.

Anyone concerned about pollution to water or land can call the Environment
Agency’s free 24-hour incident line on 0800 807060.

Notes to editors
On 15 December 2017, Winston Kenneth Reed pleaded guilty to causing a water
discharge activity without an environmental permit, namely the discharge of
silage effluent, which is polluting matter, from Cleave Farm, Templeton,
Tiverton, Devon into inland freshwaters contrary to Regulations 12(1)(b) and
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38(1)(a) Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010. Fined
£2,000 plus £120 victim surcharge. Ordered to pay Environment Agency costs of
£7,500

The term ‘sewage fungus’ describes a group of micro-organisms, which contain
filamentous bacteria, fungi and/or stalked protozoa. Their presence is an
indication of organic/nutrient pollution in a watercourse.

Recording of the week: Trisha Brown in
conversation with Richard Alston

This week's selection comes from Dr Eva del Rey, Curator of Drama and
Literature Recordings and Digital Performance.

American dancer and choreographer Trisha Brown talks to British choreographer
Richard Alston at the ICA, London, 15 November 1991 (duration: 59 min 43
sec).

At  the  time  of  the  discussion  there  were  three  works  by  Trisha  Brown
programmed at the Sadler’s Wells theatre in London:  Opal Loop (1980),
Lateral Pass (1985) and For M.G.: The Movie (1991). Most of the discussion is
centred on these three works.

In 1989, Opal Loop was added to Rambert’s repertory under the artistic
direction of Richard Alston. This was the first time Trisha Brown had ever
agreed to stage it for a company other than her own.  Alston was the artistic
director of Rambert from 1986 till 1992.

Brown also talks about her explorations of gravity and perspective for her
'walking on the walls' pieces; how she works with dancers; character and
gender in dance; and Set and Reset (1983), a dance work made in collaboration
with Robert Rauschenberg and Laurie Anderson.

Trisha Brown – Walking on the Wall. Photo by Sascha Pohflepp / CC BY. The Barbican Gallery, London, 5 May
2011. First performed in 1971 at the Whitney Museum, New York.

This recording comes from a collection of 889 talks and discussions held at
the Institute of Contemporary Arts in London between 1982-1993. 

Follow @BL_DramaSound and @soundarchive for all the latest news.
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What happened to the nationalised
steel industry?

Labour nationalised steel after the war, only for the Conservatives to
denationalise it when they came to office in 1951. Labour renationalised it
in 1967 and  ran a grand investment strategy through to the end of the 1970s
when it had to be abandoned  because it created massive overcapacity. The
Conservatives bought into the Labour investment led approach for their period
in office of 1970-74.

In 1950 the nationalised industry produced 16 million tonnes of steel. By
1965 the competitive private sector industry restored by the Conservatives
had got output up to 27 million tonnes. The Labour government on
nationalising it decided to build an industry capable of 35 million tonnes of
output. They signed off on a bold plan to put in five major integrated works 
at Redcar, Scunthorpe, Ravenscraig, Llanwern and Port Talbot. and to develop
in Sheffield.

By 1978-9 the industry was only selling 17.3m tonnes, 10m less than the
privatised industry had managed on a much smaller capital base a decade
earlier. It had however received a whopping £2674 million in interest free 
capital from the taxpayer and £350 m of write offs, to allow it build five
large integrated works despite their inability to sell the steel they could
make.

This ushered in a long period of agonising decisions to close each of the
works or parts of each of the works in turn as they struggled to get costs
and output down to match the poor levels of demand . Large numbers of
redundancies followed and the complete withdrawal of the industry from places
like Corby and Ravenscraig.

The tragic story of nationalised steel leads a commentator to ask how could
state planning get their forecasts for demand so wrong? Why did the costs of
putting in the extra capacity escalate so  badly, making the steel even more
uncompetitive? Why did Labour end up closing so much down and making so many
redundant? The strategy was bold, well financed and well intentioned. The
result was an industry unable to compete with German steel, and later with
Asian product, that spent years agonising over cuts and closures. The
taxpayer lost large sums.

Statement by European Commission
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President Jean-Claude Juncker on the
passing away of Peter Sutherland

“I am deeply saddened by the passing away of Peter Sutherland, former
European Commissioner, Director-General of the World Trade Organisation and
Attorney General of Ireland.

In every sense of the word Peter Sutherland was a true European. He believed
strongly in the work of the European Union and other international
organisations and their importance for cooperation and international
dialogue. He was one of the founding fathers of the Erasmus programme and
was  instrumental in shaping our internal market in the early days and
competition policy as we know it today.

Above all, Peter Sutherland reflected the core values of the European spirit
in his everyday work and was convinced that by working together, great things
can be achieved.

His contribution internationally to business, politics, migration and human
rights will not be forgotten. He was a giant of Irish, European and
international public life. He will be deeply missed.

My deepest sympathies and thoughts go to his family and friends.”
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