
News story: British Army reservists
join NATO’s Kosovo Force

The UK is extending the deployment for another year of around 30 UK troops,
including reservists, to NATO’s Kosovo Force (KFOR).

The reservists will bring specialist surveillance and intelligence skills to
enhance KFOR’s capability and will be working with NATO allies to promote
safety, security and stability in the region.

The Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

British Army reservists are top-class and this demonstrates the
crucial role they play in protecting the UK’s interests.

Our troops will work with key NATO allies, providing the expertise
needed to maintain stability in the Kosovo region and Europe as a
whole.

KFOR began as a peacekeeping force in the late 1990s. It has now evolved into
a flexible body of around 4,200 troops, providing security in Kosovo and
allowing freedom of movement for all people in the country. Troops are
contributed by around 30 nations in addition to the UK, including Germany,
Italy, Turkey, Poland and the US.

The announcement comes after Minister for the Armed Forces Mark Lancaster’s
visit to the region in November last year and boosts the UK’s long-term
presence in the region, which includes defence training assistance and
capacity-building of the Kosovo Security Force.

3,750 teachers in England on long-term
stress leave

There were 3,750 teachers in England on long-term stress leave in 2016/17, up
5% on the previous year, Liberal Democrat research has revealed.

It means one in 83 teachers is now on long-term leave of one month or more
for stress and mental health issues, up from one in 95 three years ago and
one in 90 last year.
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Conservatives show a complete lack of
ambition

The Conservatives launch their 25-year environment plan tomorrow.

Despite being heavily trailed to the media, the proposals are expected to be
limited. 
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Chemo cuts will cause lasting damage

The Churchill Hospital in Oxford is having to cut chemotherapy services due
to staff shortages.

This is a horrendous situation.

Vital treatments that can save or extend life are under threat because of the
pressures the NHS faces.

All of us will have friends and loved ones who have had a cancer diagnosis,
and to learn that they might face a delay or a cut back in treatment to
alleviate symptoms is appalling.
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