
Press release: Green light for Hull’s
£42m Humber flood scheme

Funding has been secured for a £42 million upgrade to the tidal flood defence
scheme in the Humber Estuary – improving flood protection to 113,000
properties.

Led by the Environment Agency, the Humber Hull Frontages scheme will present
an opportunity to review and improve a 19 kilometres stretch of tidal flood
defences in the Humber Estuary to better protect homes and businesses that
are at risk of flooding in Hull.

Floods Minister, Thérèse Coffey said:

This state of the art scheme is great news for homeowners and
businesses along the Humber Estuary, especially for the city of
Hull, as we both upgrade existing defences and add new defences
extending protection.

It is a key part of our £430m flood defence investment programme
for Yorkshire, better protecting thousands of homes and helping
businesses to grow, thrive and create new opportunities –
supporting the Government’s work on the Northern Powerhouse.

Proposed improvements in Hull will be supported by a further 4
kilometres of new and raised tidal defences on either side of the
city in the East Riding of Yorkshire, at Hessle and Paull,
delivered by East Riding of Yorkshire Council in partnership with
the Environment Agency.

Helen Tattersdale, project manager at the Environment Agency, said:

Hull has a long history of being flooded from the Humber Estuary.
This was seen most recently in December 2013 when a tidal surge
flooded more than 260 properties when the city’s defences were
overtopped.

By raising the existing defence walls and embankments, we are able
to plan for the effects of climate change and bring them to the
level needed to better protect the city from tidal flooding in
future years.

Contractor BMM JV – a joint venture between BAM Nuttall and Mott MacDonald –
has been appointed to develop a detailed design and build plan along Hull’s
19 kilometre waterfront. This work follows the review of existing flood
defences along the banks of the Humber Estuary in Hull conducted by built
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environment consultants at Arup.

Donald Daly, project manager for Arup said:

Coastal Flooding is one of the most serious threats facing the UK.
That’s why it is so important that Hull, the country’s largest at-
risk urban area outside of London, has received government approval
for additional tidal flood defences.

Using a range of technologies to collect and make sense of vast
amounts of data, we’ve developed plans that will improve defences
to account for anticipated changing weather patterns and sea level
rises over the next 100 years.

BAM Nuttall Mott MacDonald Joint Venture is looking forward to delivering the
flood alleviation project as part of its Water and Environmental Management
Framework. Over the next few months, BMM JV and the Environment Agency will
consult with landowners, businesses and local residents on key elements of
their proposed designs.

Allan Rogers, BAM Nuttall National Framework Director said:

We are delighted to be involved with another significant flood
alleviation scheme for the Environment Agency. It’s a scheme that
will deliver outcome measures that will lessen the flood risk to
business and homes. We are committed to delivering the scheme
efficiently and with stakeholder issues in mind

The Humber Hull Frontages scheme is one of a number of tidal flood
alleviation projects that form part of the Humber Flood Risk
Management Strategy. The Environment Agency and local partners are
now in the process of developing an advanced approach to managing
flooding in tidal areas by the Humber for the next 100 years.

Subject to planning approval, work on the Humber Hull Frontages scheme will
start next summer and will be complete by 2020.

It will be a long-term investment that will contribute to securing the
viability of Hull and the wider Humber region, ensuring it retains its place
as the eastern gateway to the UK economy.

Press release: Waste offences fine for
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Sunderland man

Malcolm George Holmes of Vicarsholme Close was due to stand trial on 9
January 2018 at South Tyneside Magistrates’ Court on charges that he failed
to supply paperwork concerning the removal of waste. He pleaded guilty and
was fined £990 with £2,010 costs.

Prosecuting on behalf of the Environment Agency, Chris Bunting told the court
that in 2016 Environment Agency officers were investigating illegal waste
activities on land at Sheepfolds Road, Sunderland, close to the Stadium of
Light.

Acting as a property consultant, Holmes had found a tenant for the land on
behalf of the landlord. The tenant went on to illegally dump and burn mixed
waste on the site.

In May 2016, the landowner was given four weeks to clear the waste after it
was abandoned by the tenant. During a meeting with officers, Holmes, who
continued to act on behalf of the landowner, was given clear instructions
that he must retain all waste transfer notes. Waste transfer notes provide
proof that waste is disposed of legally via a licensed operator.

Although the site was cleared of waste, Holmes failed to supply the waste
transfer notes, didn’t respond to a statutory notice requesting the missing
documentation and, in court, Holmes admitted he never had the paperwork. The
location of the waste, and whether it was legally disposed of, remains
unknown.

Rachael Caldwell from the Environment Agency said:

Environmental laws are there to protect communities and the
environment from pollution. Businesses getting rid of waste have a
legal duty of care to show their waste has been correctly and
legally disposed of.

We hope this case demonstrates the importance of environmental
compliance. Anyone who breaks the rules will be pursued, and where
repeated or significant breaches are found, we will prosecute.

In December, the former tenant of the site pleaded guilty to his part in the
case and was ordered to pay a total of £1,730 in fines & costs.
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Today’s stats reveal a relentlessly
bleak picture for patients – Ashworth

Jonathan Ashworth MP, Labour’s Shadow Health Secretary, responding to the
latest NHS performance data,

said:

“Today’s stats reveal a relentlessly bleak picture for patients at the start
of the NHS’s 70th Birthday. Eight years of severe austerity has left our
health service woefully underfunded, understaffed and unprepared for the rise
in demand as the cold period hits.

“Since the Tories took control of our NHS, there has been a staggering 400%
increase in trolley waits and a 234% rise in patients waiting longer than
four hours in A&E.

“December’s A&E performance is the worst on record, with just 85.1% of
patients being seen within four hours. This is a substantial performance
decline and raises serious questions as to whether the Government can meet
its pledge of meeting the 95% A&E target by their promised deadline of March
2018.

“Over the past few weeks we’ve heard the appalling human stories arising from
the worst winter crisis on record. Enough is enough.

“Today NHS Providers has rightly warned that the funding settlement for the
NHS is simply inadequate to provide the standards of patient care expected.
The Government must listen. Only Labour will put in place a long term plan
for the NHS giving it the funding needed for the future.”

Theresa May has abandoned all promises
made to victims of the hacking scandal
– Watson

Tom Watson MP, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport, commenting on the Prime Minister’s statement that her Government
will seek to overturn last night’s Lords vote that backed Leveson 2, said:  

“Last night’s vote was a milestone for the victims of hacking and press
intrusion and a step towards fulfilling the promises for change made by all
parties in 2012.  
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“Following that vote, Theresa May had a choice: whether to side with the
victims of phone hacking or to side with her friends in the press and those
that want to block change. Her words this morning make clear that she has
abandoned all the promises made to victims after the hacking scandal was
exposed. 

“Labour has never wavered from our support for the victims of press abuse.
 In every General Election manifesto since the scandal we have reiterated our
support for the victims and our commitment to bring into force the Leveson
system for independent regulation of the press and complete Part 2 of the
Inquiry.  

“These amendments do precisely that and we will be fighting to keep them in
the bill when it comes to the Commons.”

Bedtime reading for Jeremy Corbyn

Brexit could cause the UK to lose half a million jobs and nearly £50bn in
investment by 2030, a report commissioned by Sadiq Khan has found.
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