The Worboys case

There were plenty of representations to the government against the Parole
Board decision to let Worboys out of prison soon. The Justice Secretary
promised to rewiew the situation to see if he could intervene. He has now
concluded he cannot mount a successful legal challenge. The Parole Board is
an independent body where Ministers do not involve themselves in decisions on
individual cases. I assume the Justice Secretary thinks the Parole Board
followed the proper process, even if he along with many other people think
they reached the wrong conclusion. Judicial review concentrates on process,
not on outcome.

This will be a disappointing conclusion to the constituents who wrote to me
about this case, but they can be assured the government did know the strength
of public feeling on this issue.

The glass ceiling has still not been
shattered, merely fractured

2018 celebrates 100 years since women won the hard-fought right to vote. The
movement, started by those brave suffragettes, has seen women rising to the
top of their fields in politics, business, sport and media. But their efforts
are demeaned and disrespected by the pervasive inability to pay women the
same as their male colleagues.
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Flooding work at Riverside — an update
#dundeewestend
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Residents contacted me recently following reports that the completion of the
work to improve the flood defences on Riverside Drive was possibly going to
be delayed by passing trains causing vibration that was stopping the cement
from setting properly.

To get clarification of the extent of the issue, I contacted the City
Engineer who has made clear to me that this is “a minor localised
construction issue” and adds :

“At this particular location the traffic is currently running on the
temporary lane and there is slight dip in the road and when traffic travels

over this, some vibration can be felt through the carriageway. Slow-
setting traditional lime mortars are being used to construct the wall and the
vibration was causing some minor localised issues with the mortar. No

additional shoring or special engineering measures were required to overcome
this, merely ensuring the mortar had sufficiently cured prior to adding
subsequent courses of stone.

Overall, this section of work is slightly behind programme but nothing to do
with this, mainly due to the Contractors resources, outputs and adverse
weather. Just to reiterate this was a minor issue that has nothing to do
with trains travelling above. For information, it is anticipated that the
traffic management will be removed from Riverside Drive by the end of January
2018."

President of India to Visit Gujarat on
January 21 and 22, 2018

The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, will visit Gujarat on
January 21 and 22, 2018.
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