
The Darkest hour

I saw this film on Saturday. It was a moving reminder of how dire the UK
position was in 1940, and how brave were the people and their new Prime
Minister in deciding to fight on against the odds.

The film portrayed a very human Churchill. They saw him as a man who drank
too much, was often tough and thoughtless towards his staff, and who was
capable of bad misjudgements. They also captured the strength of mind and
character which grasped both how bad the position was, and how despite that
knew ultimate victory was possible. He had consistently warned of the dangers
from Germany during the 1930’s and understood instinctively that you could
not reach a friendly agreement with an evil dictator.

The UK establishment had once again let the country down. It had plunged it
into a war with a small and insufficiently equipped army which they put at
risk on the continent, just as they had done in 1914. As Churchill assumed
office they told him the whole army was likely to be killed or forced to
surrender. Having accomplished this dreadful feat, they switched to thinking
 facing defeat would be a good time to sue for peace. They thought Hitler
might offer an enfeebled UK with no army a good deal, when the history  of
the previous few years showed you could not trust his word and should expect
him to continue  conquering and occupying countries including our own.

Churchill agonised over the pressures on him to seek a negotiated peace,
before he realised that the  public would back his  belief  that the only
course was to fight for our freedom. Many of us are so grateful that
Churchill and our parents and grandparents decided to sacrifice six years of
their lives and to risk untimely death  to driving the hatred and violence
out of the world by defeating its  authors.The film got across so well the
common sense and determination of the people, in contrast to the rash
stupidity of some of the  establishment. It used Churchill s own wonderful
words to show he spoke for the majority in a way which defeated or disarmed
his many critics amongst the senior politicians and officials.

Learning from the best: how we’re
building a fairer and more inclusive
country

This week a report from the World Economic Forum found that most of the top
ten most inclusive economies in the world are small European countries. In
contrast, the UK was 21st.
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Blether Tay-Gither – Storytelling in
Dundee

From Blether Tay-Gither :

Our January Blether will be on Tuesday 30th January at 7pm at our new venue –
The Butterfly Café, 28 Commercial Street.

The theme this month is “Resolutions.”

Hope to see some of you there – all welcome!

Trade again

I am amazed at how many people want to talk about trade and little else. Many
of them have never sold an export in their lives, have never managed complex
supply chains, and clearly have not read how the WTO works.

I have led large industrial companies in the past and never experienced
difficulties with importing materials and components from non EU as well as
from EU countries. I found it easier to sell the final products into non EU
countries than into France and Germany. I was always using a mixed complex
supply chain from non EU as well as EU sources.

I  also handled  Minister of Trade matters  in the Commons when the Minister
of State for Trade was in the Lords and I was a DTI Minister. I worked
closely with Peter Lilley for a bit, who was the last UK Secretary of State
to help negotiate a trade round before the EU took it fully over from us.
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So let me just clarify a few points.

The first is the only worthwhile discussions to  be had on trade with the EU
will be those the UK holds with the EU itself. It would of course be easy if
both sides were willing to design a trade system for UK/EU trade which was
better than WTO most favoured nation status which is what we will have
without agreement. Most of this debate about trade is a negotiation with
ourselves, which gets us nowhere. The EU has deliberately wasted a year and a
half since the vote by refusing to discuss trade.

The second is we know exactly how to trade under mfn status at WTO because it
is what we do today in a number of cases. You do not need a bespoke trade
agreement with another country before you can trade!

The third is whatever happens trade will continue . There are strict limits
to how much damage government including the EU government can do when there
are willing buyers and sellers of each other’s goods. As a WTO member the EU
has to obey their rules against tariffs and barriers other than those
permitted. International law and the law of contract are also there to
protect buyers and sellers to provide a framework that stops governments as
well as others from impeding trade.

Most now accept that outside agriculture where we have a massive deficit with
the EU most products have low or no tariffs and services are tariff free
under the WTO scheme. Cars at 10% are relatively high but again we have a
huge deficit in cars. Non tariff barriers are also limited by law and rules.
We will benefit from the Facilitation of Trade Agreement which the WTO
brought in last year , and from the important WTO rule that the EU cannot
impose something against UK trade that it does not also impose against US
and  Chinese trade as well. In certain cases like aviation you also need
other agreements – e.g. reciprocal landing rights. The good news is France
and Germany, and of course Spain that owns our national airline , have no
wish to get their planes banned from London.

Conservative infighting threatens to
wreck Britain’s financial services
industry

The government must urgently spell out its aims from the second phase of EU
negotiations and on transitional arrangements, the Lords EU Financial Affairs
Sub-Committee has warned. 
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