Withdrawal Bill exhibits the arrogance
and incompetence of the government in
equal measure

In my opening remarks in the debate on the EU Withdrawal Bill today, I plan
to attack the government’s “arrogance and incompetence

I will also highlight the complete lack of progress on Brexit despite the

government’s own deadlines fast approaching.
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Press release: New proposed measures
announced ahead of salmon consultation

The Environment Agency is proposing new measures to protect salmon stocks
across England and in the Border Esk, which are currently among the lowest on
record.

The 2015 national salmon stock assessment indicated that salmon stocks in
many rivers across England had failed to meet their minimum safe levels. The
2016 assessment showed this trend continued and the new measures proposed are
based on this assessment.

The proposals come after an initial EA consultation last year to understand
how the better management of salmon fishing in England and the Border Esk can
reduce the impact on salmon numbers. The responses to that consultation
helped inform these proposals and build an understanding of the likely
impacts for managing salmon fishing in the future.

The Environment Agency is now proposing the following measures to protect
salmon stocks in England Fisheries and on the Border Esk:

1. Stop the taking of salmon from the majority of net fisheries by 2019.
Other nations have closed their net fisheries; the evidence shows we
should too.

2. For rivers with the lowest salmon stocks, a mandatory requirement to
return all salmon caught. This reflects the need for both net and rod
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fishermen to help us protect Salmon stocks.

3. Voluntary catch and release targets for all other rivers.

4. Restriction on the number, size and type of hooks that can be used when
fishing.

Kevin Austin, Environment Agency’s Deputy Director for Agriculture, Fisheries
and the Natural Environment said:

We are not suggesting these proposals lightly and have consulted
widely with those affected. However we need to take action now in
order to give as many of the salmon that make it back to our rivers
as possible a chance to spawn successfully.

The reasons for decline of salmon are complex and there is no
single solution; reducing the catch of salmon can only partly
contribute to the recovery of salmon stocks. We continue to work
closely with water companies and other to improve water quality and
low flows on salmon rivers. We are also investing and working in
partnership to improve fish passage on schemes up and down the
country.

It is only through continuing to take concerted action, and through
the co-operation of others, that we will successfully protect this
iconic species for future generations.

Reducing the taking of salmon by rods and nets is only one part of the
Environment Agency’s larger programme called the ‘Salmon Five Point
Approach’. The Salmon Five Point Approach has been jointly developed and
committed to by a wide range of partners which include Government, Atlantic
Salmon Trust, Angling Trust, River Trusts, Association of River Trusts and
the Institute of Fisheries Management.

It sets out the actions to address the key pressures that affect the
different life stages of salmon. The priorities are:

Improve marine survival

Further reduce exploitation by nets and rods

. Remove barriers to migration and enhance habitat

. Safeguard sufficient flows

. Maximise spawning success by improving water quality
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You can find out more about the Salmon Five Point Approach.

We will formally advertise the proposed byelaws to protect Salmon will be
published on GOV.UK in late February 2018, and all those wishing to may
respond either online or via letter.


http://www.salmon-trout.org/uploads/51bd4785e29c624c82a196553963da7d.pdf

Notes to Editors:

1. The most vulnerable rivers will be the rivers classed as “At Risk” as
predicted by 2021. These are: the Tees, Stour, Yealm, Plym, Ribble,
Wyre, Lune Crake, Calder and Derwent

2. Voluntary catch and release levels at rivers classed “probably at Risk”
will be required to be greater than 90%

3. Voluntary catch and release levels should be encouraged on rivers
classed as ‘Probably not at Risk’

4. Other countries that have closed salmon net fisheries include, Eire,

Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Faroese fisheries

. 2015 national salmon stock assessment

6. 2016 national salmon stock assessment
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Transport of live animals

I attended a meeting to hear reports of problems for animal welfare through
long distance lorry journeys. I am keen that Mr Gove should look into this
and see what can be done to improve our law for animal welfare and ensure
there is proper enforcement.

There 1s no evidence joining the
single market boosted UK growth

If you look at the ONS figures for UK growth you discover that the UK grew by
around two thirds in the two decades before we joined the EEC, but grew by
only around a half in the two decades that followed. The growth rate then
declined a little more for the two decades from 1992 when they “completed”
the single market.

Those who seem to think leaving the single market will cause growth to slow
need to explain why there was no visible boost to growth when we joined.
Indeed, the completion of the single market included the worst period of the
Exchange Rate Mechanism, a crucial part then of their construction of a
single market, which pushed us into a nasty recession.

The latest leaked reports about slower future growth have all the reliability
of those Treasury forecasts of a recession in the winter of 2016-17 which
proved to be so wrong.
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Misogyny should be made a hate crime

Most women have experienced some kind of harassment in their daily life at
some point.

This is not acceptable, this is not okay.
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