News story: Treating organic-rich
water for home supply: apply for
funding

Scottish Water, supported by the Can Do Innovation Challenge Fund, has up to
£450,000 to invest in projects that explore ways of turning high-organic
surface waters into drinking water that meets regulations.

Sustainable and safe provision of water

Scotland has more than 10,000 water supplies that serve only one home and
another 20,000 that serve populations of fewer than 50 people.

Its rivers often have high or variable levels of organic matter, and there 1is
no effective point-of-use water treatment on the market capable of treating
it.

Reliable point-of-use treatment systems are essential for long-term
sustainability and provision of wholesome drinking water.

Funding for the competition is under SBRI (Small Business Research
Initiative).

Find out more about SBRI and how it works.

Systems must be simple to operate and maintain

Scottish Water is seeking ideas for water treatment systems that could supply
rural, dispersed and remote island communities and also work for private
supplies.

Solutions must be easy for the general public to maintain and operate. They
must also:

meet quality standards

be affordable

e recycle rain and grey water

provide a complete treatment from source to tap
be automated

Up to £150,000 is available to fund feasibility studies in a first phase. Up
to £300,000 is available to develop the most promising ideas in a second
phase.
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Competition information

e the competition opens on 12 February 2018, and the deadline for
registration is at midday on 18 April 2018

e it is open to any organisation that can demonstrate a route to market
for its idea

e we expect phase 1 contracts to be worth up to £30,000 and last up to 6
months

e we expect phase 2 contracts to be worth up to £150,000 and last up to 12
months

e successful projects will attract 100% funded development contracts

a briefing event will be held in Edinburgh

Find out more about this competition and apply.

Press release: £12,159 penalty for
unauthorised Leominster scrap metal
facility

Following his guilty plea at Hereford Magistrates’ Court, Gillum (aged 75),
was fined £3,340 and ordered to pay £8,669.54 in costs, along with a £150
victim surcharge.

The charge was brought by the Environment Agency under Regulations 12(1)(a)
and 38(1)(a) of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations
2010 and 2016, also sections 34(5) and 34(6) of the Environmental Protection
Act 1990.

Gillum traded as Leominster Scrap Metal, from a site off North Road,
Leominster between August 2015 and September 2017.

Following a report from a member of the public, Environment Agency officers
investigated claims of an illegal scrap metal facility in operation. Officers
found piles of miscellaneous scrap metal around the Site. They could see the
ground contaminated with oil and found scrap motor vehicles, gas cylinders,
wheels, batteries and metal sheeting. Burning of waste had also taken place.

Mr Gillum was advised that he needed an Environmental Permit or an exemption,
to carry out the activities at the site. A few months later, an exemption was
registered, however on a visit to the site in November 2015, Environment
Agency officers noted that conditions of the exemption were not being met.
The exemption was de-registered in April and following further illegal
activity at the site, an enforcement notice was served in July 2016 requiring
Gillum to remove all waste from the site. This Notice was not complied with.
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Environment Agency Officers required that Gillum provided waste transfer
notes relating to his business. Another enforcement notice was issued, but
Gillum failed to provide the required documents. Gillum was interviewed under
caution in November 2016, where he confirmed that he was a registered waste
carrier and admitted that he had operated the scrap metal business for a few
years.

Speaking after the case, an Environment Agency officer in charge of the
investigation said:

This case demonstrates that we are willing to take tough action on
illegal operations such as Leominster Scrap Metal. Our
investigations started with a tip-off from a member of the public,
and has resulted in a successful prosecution.

In mitigation, the court took into account that Gillum has traded for 25
years and has suffered some ill health. Gillum apologised for not “moving
with the times” or appreciating the consequences of his actions. He said that
he was not aware of the sensitive receptors around his site, but had spent
£15,000 to put in the necessary infrastructure.

If you see or suspect illegal waste activities, report it anonymously to
Crimestoppers: www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call 0800 555 111 or via the
Environment Agency Incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

Press release: Safequarding is a key
governance priority for all charities,
requlator reminds trustees

The Charity Commission says safeguarding should be a priority for all
charities, not just those working with groups traditionally considered at
risk.

It comes as the charity regulator publishes a report showing safeguarding
concerns are an increasing feature in its regulatory compliance case work
with charities.

Tackling abuse and mismanagement, the regulator’s annual report of its
compliance case work, reveals that safeguarding concerns featured in 302
regulatory compliance cases opened in 2016-17, up from 163 in the previous
year. Disclosures with other agencies that have safeguarding responsibilities
have increased by 30%, at 244 (up from 187 in 2015-16). Six statutory
inquiries, the regulator’s most serious type of engagement with charities,
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featured safeqguarding concerns.

Over half of serious incidents reported by the charities to their regulator
related to safeguarding concerns (1,203 of 2,182).

The Commission recently updated its strategy on safeguarding in charities,
which reminded trustees that they should proactively safeguard and promote
the welfare of their charity’s beneficiaries and take reasonable steps to
ensure that their beneficiaries or others who come into contact with their
charity do not, as a result, come to harm.

Michelle Russell, Director of Investigations, Monitoring and
Enforcement, said:

We know that it is vital that trustees set a culture within their
charity that prioritises safeguarding, so that the risk of
safeguarding incidents is minimised, and so that it is safe for
those affected to come forward and report incidents and concerns
with the assurance they will be handled sensitively and properly.
As our safeguarding strategy makes clear, everybody has the right
to be safe, no matter who they are or what their circumstances are,
and the public rightly expects charities to be safe and trusted
places.

Our wider compliance case work shows that problems in charities
often result from basic failures by trustees to understand and
fulfil their legal duties. In the area of safeguarding, this can
include failing to recognise that your beneficiaries may be at risk
or vulnerable in certain situations, or not taking proper steps to
protect others who come into contact with your charity, such as
staff members and volunteers.

I hope this report serves as a tool that enables trustees in
managing their charities effectively.

Last month, the Commission issued an alert to charities reminding them of the
importance of safeguarding, following a number of reports of serious
incidents, and growing public interest in and concerns about accusations of
harassment in the work place, including media reporting about some
safeguarding incidents which have affected charities.

Tackling abuse and mismanagement also shows that in 2016-17 the Commission
opened:

1,664 new regulatory compliance cases (2015-16: 1,804)
503 new monitoring cases (2015-16: 424)

187 new statutory inquiries* (2015-16: 53)

2,182 serious incidents (2015-16: 2,117)
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*the increase in statutory inquiries relates in part to a class inquiry
involving 74 connected charities which opened during the year; in addition,
more charities became part of the double defaulters class inquiry.

The regulator also used its powers on 1,099 occasions; 13 of these were
powers granted through the 2016 Charities Act. By the end of December 2017,
the Commission had used these new powers on 80 occasions.

The Commission has today also published an updated regulatory and risk
framework; the updated document explains the Commission’s approach to risk-
led regulation and sets out how it prioritises both reactive and its
proactive engagement with charities, including the development of policy and
guidance aimed at enabling charity trustees to run their charity effectively.

The framework is designed as a guide for the Commission’s staff and as a
reference tool and guide for those involved in charities, notably trustees,
staff and professional advisers.

Press office

Email
pressenquiries@charitycommission.gsi.gov.uk

Press enquiries — office hours
0300 065 2123

Press enquiries — out of hours
07785 748787

Notes to editors

1. The Commission is not responsible for dealing with incidents of actual
abuse and does not administer safeguarding legislation. It cannot
prosecute or bring criminal proceedings, but it can and does refer any
concerns we have to the police, local authorities, the Disclosure and
Barring Service (‘DBS’), and other agencies each of which has a
particular statutory function.

Expert health panel calls for
ringfenced health & care tax to
replace National Insurance
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Download the report here

This heavyweight report, Health and Social Care: Delivering a Secure Funding
Future, will form the blueprint of the Lib Dems’ ongoing healthcare policy.

Go to Source
Author:
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Riverside Drive at Dundee Railway Station — eastbound nearside lane closure
for 5 weeks for footway works.

Lochee Road (Polepark Road to Gardners Lane) — closed on Sunday 11 February
for Scottish Water reinstatement works.

Bellfield Street (at Blackness Road) — temporary traffic lights from Monday
12 to Wednesday 14 February for BT cable repair.

Forthcoming Roadworks
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Glamis Road (Blackness Road to Dickson Avenue) — off-peak (7.30pm — 6.30am)
temporary traffic lights on Thursday 15 and Friday 16 February, then closed
from Monday 19 February for up to 10 days for footway and tree works.

West Marketgait (Overgate Lane to Nethergate) — southbound nearside lane
closure from Monday 19 February for 2 weeks for SSE cable overlay.



