
Press release: Government announces Mr
Justice Langstaff will lead inquiry
into the infected blood scandal

The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
David Lidington, today (8 February) announced that Mr Justice Langstaff will
chair the public Inquiry into the infected blood scandal.

Mr Justice Langstaff will be the full time Chair of the Inquiry from 1 May
following his retirement from the High Court. In advance of this, he will be
consulting further with people affected, their families and other
stakeholders on the Inquiry’s terms of reference.

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
David Lidington said:

The infected blood scandal of the 1970s and 80s is a tragedy that
should never have happened. We must now ensure it can never happen
again.

I am determined that this independent Inquiry will give victims and
their families the answers they have spent decades waiting for.

I want to ensure the Inquiry is now established as quickly as
possible. I thank Justice Langstaff for agreeing to lead this
important work and Government will provide him with all the support
he needs.

Mr Justice Langstaff said:

Providing infected blood and plasma products to patients truly
deserves to be called a major scandal. I intend through this
Inquiry to be able to provide both some well-needed answers to the
victims and their families, and recommend steps to ensure that its
like will never happen again.

Nothing less than a thorough examination of the evidence will
suffice: and the process needs to lead to a full report within the
shortest timescales that such thoroughness can accommodate.

Once the further consultation on the terms of reference has taken place, the
Minister for the Cabinet Office will confirm the final terms to the House of
Commons.
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New projects see UK space firms tackle
global challenges

Improved disaster response in Commonwealth states and tropical disease
control are among the goals of 10 new projects involving British space
organisations, Science Minister Sam Gyimah announced.

News story: Enforcement Undertakings
accepted from United Utilities

United Utilities have paid £155,000 to environmental charities as part of two
Enforcement Undertakings (EUs). The EUs were offered to the Environment
Agency after the company admitted causing sewage to pollute two watercourses
in the summer of 2016.

Benefit to environment
EUs are a new kind of restorative enforcement sanction. Polluters can make an
offer to the Environment Agency to pay for or carry out environmental
improvements as an alternative to any other enforcement action and the
Environment Agency decides whether this is acceptable.

In July 2016, a blockage in a sewage detention tank in Whaley Bridge,
Derbyshire, caused sewage to overflow to the River Goyt, resulting in
discoloration to the river downstream to New Mills, and sewage fungus being
deposited on the river bed for at least a kilometre. Although no fish were
found to have been killed, there was a short-term but significant impact on
invertebrate life and the river habitat, in which fish such as trout and
bullhead normally thrive.

In August 2016, a blockage in a sewer in Millbrook, Tameside, caused an
overflow through a dislodged hatch cover, resulting in a similar impact on a
shorter stretch of Swineshaw Brook which runs to the River Tame.

The EU offers were accepted by the Environment Agency in October 2017 and
were completed in January 2018. United Utilities made a total of £155,000 in
donations to the Wild Trout Trust, the Ramblers Association and the Healthy
Rivers Trust. This money will be used to fund environmental improvements and
research in the affected catchments and to restore endangered footpaths.
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The company also spent a further £10,000 removing rubbish from Swineshaw
Brook and also paid the Environment Agency’s incident response and
investigation costs in full. In response to both incidents United Utilities
had acted quickly to stop the pollution and resolve the cause. As part of the
EUs the company also committed to improving their infrastructure and asset
maintenance schedules in order to reduce the likelihood of this happening
again.

Mike Higgins, an Environment Officer with the Environment Agency, said:

Enforcement Undertakings allow polluters to positively address and
restore the harm caused to the environment
and prevent repeat incidents.

They offer quicker and more directly beneficial resolution than a
court prosecution and help offenders who are
prepared to take responsibility for their actions to voluntarily
make things right. We will continue to seek
prosecutions against those who cause severe pollution or who act
deliberately of recklessly.

Please report any environmental issues to the Environment Agency’s 24 hour
Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
smuggled watches (with photo)
     Hong Kong Customs mounted an anti-smuggling operation yesterday
(February 7) and seized 48 suspected smuggled watches with an estimated
market value of about $2 million.

     Customs officers intercepted an outgoing private car at Sha Tau Kok
Control Point yesterday evening and seized 26 watches on board of the vehicle
and on the body of the driver. The 46-year-old male driver was arrested and
the private car was detained.

     Upon follow-up investigation, Customs officers further seized 22 watches
and large amount of watch boxes at a residential unit in Kwun Tong. A 43-
year-old woman in the unit was arrested.

     Investigation is ongoing.

     Smuggling is a serious offence. Under the Import and Export Ordinance,
any person found guilty of importing or exporting unmanifested cargo is
liable to a maximum fine of $2 million and imprisonment for seven years.
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     Members of the public may report any suspected smuggling activities to
the Customs’ 24-hour hotline 2545 6182.
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Mr Justice Langstaff said:

Providing infected blood and plasma products to patients truly
deserves to be called a major scandal. I intend through this
Inquiry to be able to provide both some well-needed answers to the
victims and their families, and recommend steps to ensure that its
like will never happen again.

Nothing less than a thorough examination of the evidence will
suffice: and the process needs to lead to a full report within the
shortest timescales that such thoroughness can accommodate.

Once the further consultation on the terms of reference has taken place, the
Minister for the Cabinet Office will confirm the final terms to the House of
Commons.


