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News story: MOD submits final Typhoon
proposal to Belgium

The proposal comes with the full support of the governments of the four
Eurofighter nations — Germany, Italy, Spain and the UK — as partners in
Europe’s largest collaborative military aircraft programme.

The proposal includes 34 Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft, underpinned by the
offer of a deep strategic, defence and industrial partnership between the
Governments of Belgium and the UK.

Speaking in Brussels, Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

These proven jets offer Belgium a formidable capability which forms
the backbone of European air power, as well as a comprehensive
long-term defence and industrial partnership with the UK. A unique
partnership with the RAF and integration with our world-leading
support service mean Belgium’s selection of the Typhoon would be a
powerful demonstration of us working together to support security
across the continent in the face of intensifying threats.

Speaking at the press conference in-country, Air Vice Marshal Keith Bethell
said:

Our world-class Typhoon has led the way in combat air power and
this demonstrates the continued confidence in the capability the
Typhoon has to offer. With more than 20,000 flying hours on global
operations to date, the Typhoon offers unparalleled reliability and
proven interoperability with our allies

As well as the jets, the UK are offering Belgium the opportunity to benefit
from the RAF’s experience of over ten years operating the Typhoon, and to
further strengthen over 70 years of co-operation between the two forces. It
proposes integration with the RAF’s Typhoon support arrangements which is
considered the most cost-effective next generation combat aircraft support
service. The proposal also includes a comprehensive package including a
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training partnership which would see personnel from Belgium and the UK
jointly train and exercise together.

The UK MOD is leading the proposal on behalf of the Eurofighter Typhoon
partner nations and companies. The invitation from Belgium to submit a final
offer demonstrates the strong confidence in the jet. The proposal to Belgium
represents the most inclusive international equipment partnership presented
to another European partner by the Eurofighter Typhoon programme.

The proposal also offers Belgium the opportunity to establish a National
Network Cyber Centre, a Cyber Innovation Centre and a Cyber Research
Partnership, all underpinned by a partnership between the UK and Belgian
governments.

As ‘the true European solution to meet Belgium’s Air Combat Capability
Program’, the selection of the Typhoon would also act as a catalyst for
greater aerospace and defence industrial cooperation across Europe. There
would be opportunities for Belgian industry to work more closely with the
Eurofighter Typhoon industrial partners which include some of Europe’s
largest defence companies. Through closer industrial cooperation Belgium and
Belgian industry would also be positioned for partnership in the development
of next generation combat air capabilities.

The Typhoon is a highly capable, combat proven, air defence and ground attack
aircraft with full swing-role capabilities. In addition to supporting RAF
operations protecting the UK in the skies above Britain and globally, the
Typhoon has already been purchased by nine nations around the world. Defence
Secretary Gavin Williamson was in Qatar at the end of last year to witness
Qatar’'s purchase of 24 Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft which will help sustain
thousands of jobs in the UK and across Europe.

New projects see UK space firms tackle
global challenges

Improved disaster response in Commonwealth states and tropical disease
control are among the goals of 10 new projects involving British space
organisations, Science Minister Sam Gyimah announced today.

A new BGS-led project is: Modelling Exposure Through Earth Observation
Routines (METEOR): EO-based Exposure, Nepal and Tanzania Grant: £2.8 million.
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5 reasons why we love our NHS

1. Saving lives

The NHS provides some of the best emergency care in the world. Although the
NHS winter crisis has placed unprecedented pressure on our health service,
the NHS has, historically, maintained an impressive standard of emergency
care. Last year an astounding 23.65 million of us attended A&E. This number
increases each year. Over the last five years A&E departments have seen a
7.2% rise in attendance. Yet despite this enormous pressure, A&E staff
display tireless dedication during gruelling 12-hour shifts and regularly go
above-and-beyond the call of duty.

Se

The NHS provides some of the best
emergency care in the world.
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That Boris speech

We know that the Foreign Secretary’s speech today was checked and approved by
10 Downing Street, and is a statement of government policy.

It is clear from the text that it remains government policy that we will
leave the EU, the Customs Union and the single market in accordance with the
Article 50 letter and Act, and the EU Withdrawal Bill.

It is also clear from the text that the UK will regain control of its laws
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and regulations, and will take the powers necessary to amend and improve the
law codes once out as we see fit.

This should come as no surprise to all those who have followed the votes in
the Commons on the Bill or who have read the PM’'s two speeches on this topic.
It will nonetheless come as a surprise to those who have been writing that
the government is about to reinvent the or a customs union, forego an
independent trade policy, and accept the need to follow all new EU laws.

The speech does not offer us any guidance on whether we need and will accept
a so called Transition period, or on whether we will agree to a substantial
payment to the EU on departure. I assume the speech is silent on these
matters because nothing is agreed until everything is agreed, and much has
not even been discussed so far. I still see no need for a transition or for
payments all the time nothing good is offered that we will transit to.



