
EU mobilises the international
community for Africa’s Sahel region

The International High Level Conference on the Sahel, co-chaired today by the
European Union, the United Nations, the African Union and the G5 Sahel group
of countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger), has mobilised
political support for the Sahel region, €414 million to support the Joint
security Force of the G5 Sahel whilst reinforcing the coordination of
sustainable development efforts in the region.

On the occasion, President Jean-Claude Juncker said: “Instability has many
factors so our response must be linked and ambitious. Security and
development must go hand in hand. To do so, we must continue to mobilise all
the instruments we have at our disposal. The EU has doubled its support to
€100 million to reinforce the operationalisation of the G5 Sahel Joint Force
and I am proud that all our friends and partners of the Sahel joined us in
these efforts.”

Key outcomes of the High Level Conference:

Reinforced political support to the region: A Joint Communiqué was
adopted, reaffirming support to assist the G5 countries in bringing
greater stability to the region. Important support was given to the Mali
peace process: those that threaten the process can face sanctions.
Increased financial assistance for security: the EU doubled its funding
to the G5 Sahel Joint Force to €100 million, which aims to improve
regional security and fight terrorism. The EU and its Member States
together contributed to half of the international support of the Joint
Force. This new funding fully meets the needs of the Joint Force and
gives it the means to improve security conditions in the region.
Better coordination of development efforts: with €8 billion in
development aid over 2014-2020, the EU is the biggest donor to the G5
Sahel countries. The EU will play a leading role in the Alliance for the
Sahel launched in July 2017. This new initiative aims to coordinate and
deliver aid quicker and more efficiently in the most fragile regions and
is open to all the partners of the international community.

Background

The EU uses all its tools to support development efforts in the region,
notably the ‘EU Emergency Trust Fund for stability and addressing root causes
of irregular migration and displaced persons in Africa’ under which €843
million has been committed so far. The EU is also a member and key supporter
of the newly formed Alliance for the Sahel, set up recently to coordinate
existing EU and Member States development assistance better and faster in the
region.

In 2014, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger set up the “G5
Sahel” group of countries to foster close cooperation in the region and
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tackle the major challenges that these countries face – from extreme poverty,
terrorism or trafficking of human beings, which has potential spill-over
effects outside the region. Since then, the EU has stepped up cooperation
with this African-led initiative to build a strong partnership on many
fronts: from political dialogue, to development and humanitarian support, to
strengthening security and tackling irregular migration.

The EU is itself a key security player in the region, with its 3 active
Common Security and Defence Policy missions: EUCAP Sahel Niger, EUCAP Sahel
Mali, EU training mission (EUTM) in Mali.

Useful Links

Joint Communiqué by the European Union, the G5 Sahel, the African Union and
the United Nations

Opening speech by President Jean-Claude Juncker

Remarks (doorstep) by High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini

Opening remarks by the 4 co-chairs of the Conference (EbS)

Factsheet ‘The EU’s partnership with the Sahel’

Factsheet (Q&A) ‘The European Union’s partnership with the G5 Sahel
countries’

Photos of the Conference

Press release: ‘Flood and Coast’
conference to tackle the big questions
facing flood and coastal erosion
management

Now in its third year, the annual event brings together experts from across
the globe to share ideas and opportunities to work together to tackle the
risk of flooding and coastal erosion.

Flood & Coast takes place at the Telford International Centre from 20-22
March and registration is live on the event’s website: www.floodandcoast.com

Other topics including infrastructure resilience, partnership working,
community collaboration and incident response will also be debated at the 3
day event.
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Speakers this year include the Chief Executive of the Environment Agency, Sir
James Bevan, the Chief Executive of the Met Office, Rob Varley, and Baroness
Brown of Cambridge, Chair of the Adaptation Sub-Committee of the Committee on
Climate Change.

Other speakers include Jeff Lindner, a Director and meteorologist with the
Harris County Flood Control District in Houston, Texas, who will share his
experiences from Hurricane Harvey last August.
Clare Dinnis, Deputy Director of the Environment Agency, said:

Climate change is one of the biggest global threats we face.
Intense storms are becoming more frequent and climate change will
also raise sea levels. So this year we’re focussing on how
partnerships between attendees can help us be better prepared to
respond to future challenges like climate change.

Experts from the UK and across the globe will discuss their
experiences so we can learn from each other and improve how we
manage flood risk and coastal erosion in the UK.

Paul Cobbing, Chief Executive of the National Flood Forum charity, said:

The Flood & Coast Conference is a great chance to network –
bringing together a rich concentration of flooding and coastal
erosion experts with a diverse mix of backgrounds – commercial
companies, product manufacturers, public organisations, community
representatives and academics.

Bringing these people together in a shared space provides a
fantastic opportunity to explore how we can work together to reduce
flood risk and manage coastal erosion more effectively in the UK.

More than 200 speakers will talk at the event, and 80 exhibitors will
showcase the latest in flood risk management technology and innovation.

The full conference programme is now available on the website:
www.floodandcoast.com

Notes to editors

Delegates include representatives from the Environment Agency, local
authorities, risk management authorities, water companies, research
academics, businesses, manufacturers and communities at risk of
flooding.
The winners of this year’s Environment Agency Project Excellence Awards
will be announced during the conference. The awards celebrate best
practice in project areas such as programme and project delivery,
partnership working, asset management, innovation, value for money,
sustainability and community leadership.
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Flood & Coast’s association partners include the Institution of Civil
Engineers (ICE), the National Flood Forum, the Chartered Institution of
Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) and the Association of
Drainage Authorities (ADA).
Flood & Coast is kindly sponsored by Van Oord, Black & Veatch, Jacobs,
Flood Modeller, AECOM and VolkerStevin, Boskalis Westminster and Atkins
(VBA).

News story: Peatlands to be restored
in the North West

Work is underway to restore peatlands to their natural state across Greater
Manchester, Merseyside and Cheshire after £160,000 of funding was secured
through the Department Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

The Environment Agency will be working with a number of partners including
Cheshire Wildlife Trust, Warrington Borough Council and United Utilities at
six sites.

Restoring peatland to their natural state
The funding will be used to restore upland and lowland peatlands to their
natural state by increasing their capacity to prevent carbon entering the
atmosphere, reduce flood risk by slowing the flow of rain water and creating
habitats for vulnerable wildlife.

Natural England has been advising the partners about the best design for the
schemes, and approving methods used on the Sites of Special Scientific
Interest.

By blocking drainage ditches, building peat bunds and working with the local
topography, the work will help keep water on the sites, encouraging the
typical bog plant species and discouraging the dry-loving grasses and birch.

They provide 70% of our drinking water

Peatlands cover 11% of England’s landscape and they provide a great habitat
for a wide range of wildlife and birds including merlin, dunlin and golden
plover. They also provide 70% of our drinking water and reduce greenhouse
gases by locking away at least 3.2 billion tonnes of CO².

There are six projects across the Greater Manchester, Merseyside and Cheshire
that have secured this funding, part of a Defra peatlands restoration pot of
£500,000, with further projects around the country.

Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey said:
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Well-maintained peatlands are an iconic aspect of the English
landscape and are a vital part of the natural
ecosystem. They provide key habitats for wildlife, supply us with
clean water and reduce carbon emissions.

This scheme will help fulfil our ambition to be the first
generation to leave the natural environment in a better
state while returning thousands of hectares of peatland to their
natural state.

Lisa Whelan, Environment Programme Manager at the Environment Agency, said:

Peatlands are a fantastic resource and these restoration projects
have multiple benefits to the environment.
Work at the sites will include creating fire breaks and peat bunds,
introduce new plant species, block ditches
along with further initiatives to restore the peatlands.

Some projects will also serve as study sites for trials of
innovative new restoration techniques. As well as having > a huge
environmental benefit such as reducing greenhouse gases it will
enhance habitats for wildlife.

Work is underway at six sites across Greater Manchester, Merseyside and
Cheshire

Risley Moss, Cheshire – working with Warrington Borough Council (funding of
£20,000)
Danes Moss, Cheshire – working with Cheshire Wildlife Trust (funding of
£15,000)
Holcroft Moss, Cheshire – working with Cheshire Wildlife Trust (funding of
£46,000)
Goyt’s Moss Bridge, Peak District – working with United Utilities (funding of
£16,000)
Peak Naze and Sykes Moor, Peak District – working with United Utilities
(funding of £36,300)
Crompton Moor, Greater Manchester – working with City of Trees (funding of
£30,000)

Total funding is £163,300



Speech: Conference for Commonwealth
Education Ministers

Thank you Dr Mohamed. And thank you also to those fellow Education Ministers
I have had the opportunity to meet over the last few days. I think this has
been a very successful conference. I would like to congratulate the Secretary
General and the Fijian Government for hosting a very successful conference.
It has been wonderful for me to have had so many productive, interesting and
warm conversations with fellow ministers, in meetings and at the very
successful receptions that have been held throughout the course of the
conference. I have really valued the opportunity to learn about other
education systems and to discuss so many shared challenges that we all face
across the Commonwealth. I am sure that many of us will stay in touch in
future and continue to support each other where we can.

The UK government is looking forward to welcoming your Heads of Government to
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in April. We will discuss shared
challenges, and move forward – I hope – renewed, and revitalised after that
conference.

These international gatherings are helpful in shaping shared policy
objectives and working collectively to overcome challenges. For example, the
Millennium Development Goals focused minds on universalising access to
education. And now, the Sustainable Development Goals are going further.

In recent years, great strides have been made across the world. It should not
be forgotten that in 1990 there were 1.8 billion people living in absolute
poverty. This has been reduced over those years since by a billion. But,
there is still much more to do. As our Foreign Secretary wrote recently:

Look at those countries where population is growing the fastest,
where unemployment is highest, and where the tensions are greatest,
and without exception you will find a common factor: female
illiteracy.

Boris Johnson was correct when he went on to state that this is both a moral
outrage and ‘contrary to the interests of world peace, prosperity, health and
happiness.

Globally, 130 million girls are not in school. So I would urge member states
to commit to work together and individually to ensure 12 years of quality
education for all by 2030.

But we must be more ambitious than seeking universal access. We must turn our
attention to ensuring pupils receive the high-quality education they deserve.

Of those pupils in school in low income countries, 90 per cent are not on
track to master the basics of maths, reading and writing by the end of
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primary school.

Raising school standards for pupils from all backgrounds has been the driving
force behind the government reforms in my country since 2010. The
government’s mission is to provide pupils with the knowledge-rich education
that will prepare them for the rigours and opportunities of the 21st century.

Core academic subjects have returned to the heart of the secondary curriculum
and we have pursued evidence-based approaches to teaching, raising standards
for all. At the same time, the attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils
and their more affluent peers has narrowed both at primary and secondary
schools in England since 2010.

In education, there is nothing more important to spreading opportunity than
ensuring all pupils are taught to read effectively. Figures from the UK show
that pupils who are reading well by age 5 are 6 times more likely than their
peers to be on track by age 11 in reading, and 11 times more likely to be on
track in mathematics.

But, in the years just before we came into government in 2010, we knew
something was wrong with the way our primary schools taught reading. England
was stagnating in the international league tables and the international data
also showed a wider gap between top and bottom performers than in most other
countries, leading to England being known for its ‘long tail of
underachievement’.

And data from 2012 showed that we were the only OECD country where the maths
and reading abilities of our 16-24 year olds was worse than that of our 55 to
65 year olds. A misguided move away from evidence-based approaches to
teaching children to read was stifling opportunity for too many children.

For decades, the overwhelming weight of international evidence – including
the influential longitudinal study from Clackmannanshire in Scotland –
pointed to systematic phonics as the most effective way to teach children to
read.

Phonics teaches children to associate letters with sounds, providing pupils
with the code to unlock written English. And despite the evidence in favour
of this approach – a traditional approach – the government’s phonics reforms
were controversial and met with widespread opposition from teaching unions
and other vested interests.

All primary schools in England are now required by law to use phonics as they
teach pupils to read. But more controversially, the government introduced the
Phonics Screening Check in 2012. This is a short test comprising a list of 40
words that 6-year-old children read to their teacher at the end of year 1.

The proportion of pupils passing the Phonics Check has increased every year
since it was introduced by us in 2012. In 2012, the first year of the Phonics
Check, just 58 per cent of 6 year olds reached the pass mark of 32 out of the
40 correctly read words, so 40 per cent were failing. This year, 81 per cent
of 6-year-olds reached that standard, with 92 per cent of children reaching



that standard by the end of year 2.

This year, 154,000 more 6 year olds were on track to be fluent readers than
in 2012. Last year, 147,000 more 6 year olds were on track compared to 2012.

And the success of this policy has been confirmed by the international PIRLS
results (Progress in International Reading Literacy Study). The international
study of 9-year-olds’ reading ability in 50 countries showed that England has
risen from joint 10th place in 2011 to joint 8th place in 2016, thanks to a
statistically significant rise in our average score.

But more importantly, these tests show that we are dealing with the ‘long
tail of underachievement’ that has stifled opportunity. The PIRLS results
show that reading has improved for pupils from all backgrounds, but it is the
low-performing pupils who are gaining most rapidly.

The report found that performance in the Phonics Check was strongly
predictive of PIRLS performance, vindicating the government’s drive to
universalise this evidence-based approach to teaching. The PIRLS national
report for England states that, and I quote:

Pupils who scored full marks in the phonics check were also the
highest scoring group in PIRLS 2016, with an average overall PIRLS
score of 617. In contrast, pupils who did not reach the ‘expected
standard’ in the Year 1 phonics check perform below England’s
overall average, with lower phonics check scores being associated
with decreasing average PIRLS scores.

So that is why our government is determined to go even further and see more
pupils reach the expected standard at age 6. And if I could just quote the
New Zealand Minister’s earlier quote:

We have gone so far, we’re going to go further still.

The government has also faced-down much opposition to the drive to increase
the proportion of pupils studying core academic GCSEs at age 16. The English
Baccalaureate, that we introduced as a performance measure, requires pupils
to study GCSEs in English, maths, at least two sciences, either history or
geography, and a foreign language.

Schools are measured now on the proportion of their pupils entering GCSEs in
all 5 categories, and on the attainment of their pupils in these subjects.

Since 2010 – following a long-term decline in pupils taking these core
academic subjects – there have been sharp increases in most of these
subjects. For example, the proportion of pupils taking the science component
of the EBacc has risen from 63 per cent to 91 per cent, and the proportion
studying history or geography has risen from 48 per cent to 77 per cent.



Nationally, nearly two-fifths of pupils are entered for the EBacc. This is up
from just over one-fifth in 2010. But again there is still much more to do,
to reach the government’s ambitious target of 90 per cent of pupils studying
towards the full suite of EBacc GCSEs by 2025.

Since 2010, the proportion of pupils studying a language to GCSE has risen
from 40 per cent to 47 per cent and we are determined to raise participation
in languages much further in the years to come, particularly as Britain
raises its eyes to the opportunities that await post-Brexit.

Evidence supports the government’s desire to drive up participation in these
core academic subjects. Evidence from the Sutton Trust found that pupils in a
set of 300 schools that increased their EBacc entry, from 8 per cent to 48
per cent, were more likely to achieve good English and maths GCSEs, more
likely to take an A level, or an equivalent level 3 qualification, and more
likely to stay in post-16 education.

And these findings were corroborated by work carried out by the Institute of
Education in London examining the effect that GCSE choice has on education
post-16, and I quote:

Students pursuing an EBacc-eligible curriculum at 14-16 had a
greater probability of progression to all post 16 educational
outcomes, while taking an applied GCSE subject had the opposite
effect. There were no social class differences in the advantages of
pursuing an EBacc-eligible curriculum which suggests that an
academically demanding curriculum is equally advantageous for
working class as for middle class pupils.

And this year more pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds entered the EBacc
than at any point since the measure was created.

Again, there is still much more to do. Disadvantaged pupils remain almost
half as likely to be entered for these subjects than their more affluent
peers. But it is essential that all pupils, particularly those from
disadvantaged backgrounds, are given access to the core academic subjects
that widen opportunities at post-16.

But the government is making progress in widening opportunities, whilst
raising standards for all. Recent figures from national assessments that are
published on a school by school basis taken at 11 and 16 reveal that the
attainment gap has closed since 2011 at both primary and secondary schools,
by 10.5 per cent for primary and 10 per cent for secondary.

Despite the controversy and claims from many in my country that the
government’s standards-raising policies would hurt the performance of pupils
from disadvantaged backgrounds, in fact universalising access to evidence-
based teaching methods and widening opportunities to study core academic
subjects has been to the benefit of all, particularly those most in need.

There is more to do of course. There are still too many pupils not reading at



the expected standard by age 6; and there are too many pupils – particularly
from disadvantaged backgrounds – not being entered for the full suite of core
academic GCSEs. But much progress has been made since 2010 and the government
– in step with teachers – is ambitious and determined to go further in the
years to come.

Thank you very much chair for listening. I am very happy to answer any
questions you may have on what has been a very controversial seven years of
education reform in England.

News story: Penny Mordaunt represents
UK Prime Minister at Sahel Conference

Representing the UK Prime Minister alongside world leaders including
President Macron of France and German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Ms Mordaunt
announced further support to help strengthen security across the Sahel, where
extremist groups including Da-esh, Al Qaeda and Boko Haram often operate
freely.

The Sahel area of Africa (Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Chad, Burkina Faso) is
beset by trafficking, violence, instability and extremism – which present
significant future risk to the UK. The Sahel also has the fastest growing
population in the world and the humanitarian situation is acute and
precarious – 21.7m people don’t have reliable access to their next meal.

As announced by Prime Minister Theresa May and President Macron of France at
the UK-France Summit last month, the UK is providing £50m of lifesaving UK
aid to the area, three chinook helicopters for strategic airlift and
considering options to enhance UK diplomatic presence in the Sahel – in order
to tackle significant future threats.

The additional support announced today will help improve the accommodation of
Niger’s army, who are currently living in tents while tackling armed groups
along the border with Mali, and will contribute to emergency medical
evacuation airlift provision.

The International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt said:

The Sahel is one of the poorest places in the world, where over 40%
of people struggle to live on less than $2 a day, and where
violence, conflict and extremism are widespread.

It’s essential we act now with our European partners to help the
Sahelian nations build security and stability, while continuing to
deliver emergency humanitarian aid to those in desperate need.
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By helping to keep hundreds of thousands of people safe from
starvation and harm, we are tackling the causes of both migration
and terrorism, to keep Britain safe.

Notes to Editors
Today the International Development Secretary announced £2 million non-
ODA CSSF for the G5 Sahel Joint Force to be spent over the next two
years. The G5 Joint Force is a Sahelian regional security initiative and
so this will involve supporting Sahel states to improve their own
security. This will include:

Better infrastructure to improve the living conditions of the
Nigerien G5 battalion – who are currently living in tents while
tackling armed groups along the border with Mali.
support to medical evacuation for G5 forces for troops in need of
urgent medical care.

The announcement was made at the G5 Pledging Conference which saw
international donors such as France and Germany provide additional
funding to support the G5 Joint Force.
The G5 countries are Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger.
The humanitarian need in the Sahel is acute and precarious. 21.7m people
don’t have reliable access to their next meal – that’s 1/3 of the
population of the UK. The Sahel is poor relative to the rest of Africa,
and the Human Development Index rankings in the region are amongst the
lowest in the world.
Extremist groups such as Da-esh, al-Qaeda and Boko Haram already operate
freely in much of the Sahel, and the area risks becoming a place of
shelter for displaced extremists. It is also beset by widespread
trafficking in people, drugs, weapons and illegal wildlife.
The Sahel is also a key transit zone for modern slavery from Nigeria and
the key illegal migration transit route for those travelling from West
Africa to Libya and Algeria.


