
Grazeley development

The Councils’ bid for infrastructure money to permit a substantial new
settlement at Grazeley has made it to the list for further work  by the
government. The bid for more than £300 m is to provide improved transport
links, schools and other public facilities that would be needed if 15000
extra homes are to  be built there.

I have always made clear that before I could support such large development
at Grazeley I would need to see there was sufficient money to put in good
public facilities, and would want assurances that Wokingham would not also
face further large scale development elsewhere in the Borough at the same
time. I also wish to hear local views on the Council proposals.

Company fined after multiple safety
failings

Quainton Logistics & Storage Ltd has today been fined after both putting
workers at risk and allowing conditions on site to fall well below the
expected standard.

Liverpool Magistrates’ Court heard how, on 4 May 2016, operatives were
smashing asbestos roof sheets with crow bars to remove them from a derelict
warehouse in Bootle, Merseyside. In addition to the risk of asbestos
exposure, workers were at risk of falling into open service pits as no edge
protection or fall restraint equipment was in place. Workers were not
provided with PPE and there were no toilet or washing provisions on site.

On site, operating a Mobile Elevated Work Platform (MEWP) and fork lift
truck, were three operatives all of whom were foreign nationals and only one
spoke English.  In another area of the building, a MEWP was parked next to
the open pits, only around 1 metre from the edge. The MEWPS and fork lift
truck were in very poor condition, covered in broken asbestos cement sheets.

An investigation carried out by the Health and Safety Executive found that
Quainton Logistics & Storage Ltd failed to put measures in place to manage
the work or to ensure the health and safety of operatives. The company also
failed to implement safe systems of work or correct procedures for removing
asbestos material.

Quainton Logistics and Storage Limited, of Turnall Road, Widnes, pleaded
guilty to breaching Section 3(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act
1974 and Regulations 15(2) and 28(6) of the Construction (Design and
Management) Regulations 2015.  The company was fined £14,000 and ordered to
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pay costs of £ 6,870.44.

HSE inspector Jacqueline Western said after the hearing: “Companies should be
aware that HSE will not hesitate to take appropriate enforcement action
against those that fall below the required standards.”

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk/
More information about safe working in construction can be found at the3.
following links:

http://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm/2015/contractors.htm

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/cis62.pdf

http://www.hse.gov.uk/constuction/faq-welfare.htm

http://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/faq-height.htm#general

http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials/index.htm

Journalists should approach HSE press office with any queries on regional
press releases.

What our members think about being a
member

A little over two weeks ago, we asked our members a question. Do you like
being a member of the Lib Dems?

More than 12,000 of you replied – and this is what you had to say:
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The Tory cuts that are pushing up
poverty

Tory cuts to public spending and social security will push a further 1
million children into poverty across the UK by 2021-22. Shamefully, the UK
government has even scrapped UK-wide poverty reduction targets.
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EU prime ministers back Lib Dem call
for a vote on any Brexit deal

Following a working lunch between myself and European Liberal Prime Ministers
in Brussels, we have issued a joint statement.
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In that statement, the Prime Ministers said:

“We regret Brexit, but acknowledge the choice made by British voters for the
UK Government to negotiate withdrawal.”
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