
Press release: Rugeley Flood Risk
Management Scheme well under way

The Environment Agency’s Rugeley Flood Risk Management Scheme that began in
December is progressing well. Preparations for the construction of the
embankment have now started.

To make sure that the public stay safe while the work is being carried out,
the Hagley playing fields will remain closed to the public until 2018, once
the scheme has been completed.

During a flood, the embankment will hold water from the Rising Brook and help
to reduce the risk of flooding for over 114 homes and 159 businesses. Other
benefits of the £3.8 million scheme include improving habitat, restoring
heritage features and reconnecting footpaths and improving accessibility. It
also forms an integral part of Cannock Chase council’s plans to regenerate
parts of the town centre.

Environment Agency Project Manager Matt Griffin said:

We’re working hard to get the scheme completed as soon as possible
so we can minimise any disruption and inconvenience. However,
keeping people and the community safe during the work remains our
priority which means closing the playing fields is essential.

The works are a partnership with Staffordshire County Council, Cannock Chase
District Council and Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Local Enterprise
Partnership.

It is not acceptable to run a prison
with insufficient staff, where
prisoners can take drugs and threaten
staff – Burgon

Richard
Burgon MP, Labour’s Shadow Justice Secretary, commenting on press coverage of
problems at HMP Northumberland, said:

“While
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conditions in HMP Northumberland will shock many people, it should come as no
surprise to this Tory Government – Labour has repeatedly warned them that
this
is what is happening in prisons on their watch.

“The
Justice Secretary must set out the terms of the investigation she is
conducting
into the running of the prison by Sodexo. She needs to set a clear deadline
for
Sodexo to prove they can run HMP Northumberland effectively and warn that if
they fail to do so, HM Prison and Probation Service will.

“It
is not acceptable to run a prison with insufficient staff, where prisoners
can
take drugs and threaten staff, and where core security functions don’t work
and
where fences are cut and alarms fail.”

ENDS
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Chinese manufacturer ships domestic
nuclear power equipment to France

A Chinese nuclear power equipment manufacturer Tuesday shipped a low pressure
heater to French electricity group EDF.

The product, made by Dongfang Heavy Machinery under Dongfang Electricity
Corporation (DEC), is the first independently designed and manufactured
Chinese nuclear power equipment to enter the European market.

The heater, 13.85 meters long, can be used to improve efficiency on 900 MW
power units.

Fabrice Fourcade, vice president of EDF, said that it was the first time the
group had ordered equipment for French nuclear power plants from Chinese
enterprises.

Ming Xiangjun, deputy general manager of DEC Heavy Machinery, said that the
company had gained knowledge on European standards and procedures through
cooperation, which laid a solid foundation for future projects.

EDF is one of the largest nuclear power operators in the world. In September
2016, the group teamed up with China General Nuclear Power Corporation on
several nuclear power projects in Britain.

China mulls revision of maritime
safety law

China is considering revisions to the 1984 Maritime Traffic Safety Law to
prioritize searches for survivors over searches for property.
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The Legislative Affairs Office of the State Council announced Tuesday it is
soliciting public opinions on revisions.

The draft states that it is the right of the people in distress at sea to be
rescued without charge, adding that life should come before the environment
and assets.

Passengers have the right to be informed of developments during maritime
accidents when vessels are in distress, and are obliged to obey the
instructions of the captain, the draft reads.

The captain should organize evacuation and be the last to leave the vessel if
it is to be abandoned.

The State Council and local governments should set up maritime search and
rescue centers, if needed, to organize, coordinate and command rescue
operations.

In addition to professional maritime rescue teams established by the
government, civilian groups are also encouraged to set up rescue teams and
participate in operations.

Crews of vessels and maritime facilities are forbidden from concealing,
delaying or falsifying reports on maritime accidents.

According to the white paper “Development of China’s Transport,” an efficient
safety regime and maritime emergency aid system has been established in
China.

The white paper, released in December, said the nation has improved its
maritime search and rescue capability and increased the number of volunteers.


