
China criticizes several cities’
response to air pollution

China’s Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP) on Sunday named and shamed
several cities in north China for not doing enough to cope with air
pollution.

In an inspection on 18 cities in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region and
neighboring areas, the MEP found several problems in their response to air
pollution, including inadequate planning and poor implementation.

Cangzhou city in Hebei province was criticized for failure to draw up a
detailed list for business shutdowns on heavily polluted days, which made it
hard to achieve desired emission-cut effects.

Local authorities in Dezhou city did not revise emergency response schemes in
time, and Jiaozuo city did not initiate traffic controls when the city was on
red pollution alerts, according to the ministry.

The inspection also found a county under Baoding city was lagging far behind
in its task to upgrade coal-fired boilers, and several companies in Beijing,
Dezhou and Zhengzhou were criticized for breaching emission rules.

China is intensifying efforts to fight pollution and environmental
degradation after decades of growth left the country saddled with problems
such as smog and contaminated soil.

A total of 720 people were detained and 6,454 held accountable in China for
environment-related wrongdoing in 2016, according to earlier official
information.

China has a four-tier color-coded warning system for air pollution, with red
being the most serious, followed by orange, yellow and blue.

Greenhouse vegetables harvested on S.
China Sea islets

Chinese staying on a group of islets in the South China Sea have lately
harvested tomatoes and leafy vegetables they grew from a new greenhouse.

The authorities of Sansha City, Hainan Province, announced over the weekend
the first harvest of Yongle islets greenhouse farm. Yongle, composed of 13
islets, lie some 40 sea miles southwest to the Sansha municipal government
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seat on the island of Yongxing.

Yongxing built its own greenhouse farm last year.

The Yongle harvest ended the area’s shortage of vegetables, which used to be
supplied by ferries. In time of tropical storms or rough waves, ships were
halted and the people on the islets might go days without eating vegetables,
an important part of the healthy Chinese diet.

The greenhouse, covering 567 square meters, was built with materials that can
withstand heat, storms, gales, and erosive seawater. The ceiling is equipped
with solar panels absorbing excessive sunlight to produce electricity.

Inside the greenhouse, a cooling and moisturizing system runs by the hour
during the day to make the environment favorable for vegetables to grow.

The first few harvested vegetables include tomatoes, red spinach and water
spinach. The farm’s managers expect output to reach 200 kilograms a week
after they expand the farming scale.

China to start construction on 35
railway projects

It is full steam ahead for China’s railway sector as construction on 35 new
railway projects will start in 2017 as the country plans to expand the
network, according to a recent report in Xinhua-run Economic Information
Daily.

Construction will begin on 2,100 km of new rail line, 2,500 km of double-
track lines and 4,000 km of electrified railways this year, the report cited
unnamed authorities as saying.

To achieve the targets, China Railway Corp. (CRC) has been assigned a budget
of 800 billion yuan (116.8 billion U.S. dollars) by the central government,
the same as in 2016.

The vice minister of transport, Yang Yudong, disclosed earlier that China
will spend 3.5 trillion yuan on railway construction during the 13th Five-
Year Plan period (2016-2020).

By 2020, China will have increased the length of high-speed railways in
operation to 30,000 kilometers, connecting more than 80 percent of its big
cities.

By the end of 2016, China had a 124,000 km railway network, featuring the
world’s largest high-speed rail network of more than 22,000 km.
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While the vast network has enhanced connectivity in large swathes of the
country, construction lags behind in the less developed western regions. The
government wants to address this gap.

Much of this year’s construction projects will happen in China’s central and
western regions, to support the wider poverty-relief campaign, according to
CRC.

Prison officers pay deal “is policy
making on the hoof and shows the
Tories have no plan”

Richard
Burgon MP, Labour’s Shadow Justice Secretary, commenting on the pay deal for
prisons officers in London and the South East, said:

“It is no surprise this announcement comes the same week as figures showing
prison officers are still leaving faster than they can be recruited.

“It
is policy making on the hoof and shows the Tories have no plan.

“Prison
officers in the rest of the country will wonder why they don’t deserve the
same
increase. Prison understaffing is a national issue that needs a national
response.”

Nethergate roadworks today – temporary
traffic order
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From the City Council :

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 : SECTION 14(1)

THE DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL AS TRAFFIC AUTHORITY being satisfied that traffic on
the road should be prohibited by reason of water service works being carried
out HEREBY PROHIBIT the driving of any vehicle in Nethergate (from its
junction with West Marketgait to its junction with South Tay Street), Dundee.

This notice comes into effect on Sunday 19 February 2017 for one day.

Pedestrian thoroughfare will be maintained.

Access to premises will be maintained where possible.

Alternative  routes  for  vehicles  are  available  via  West  Marketgait/
Hawkhill/Hunter  Street/Old  Hawkhill/South  Tay  Street  and  reverse.

For further information contact 433168.

Executive Director of City Development
Dundee City Council
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