
Foreign gov’ts should not interfere in
internal affairs: HKSAR gov’t

A spokesman for the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) government
said on Saturday that foreign governments should not interfere in the
internal affairs of the Hong Kong SAR.

In response to the U.S. Department of State’s human rights report relating to
the Hong Kong SAR, the spokesman said, since the return to the motherland,
Hong Kong has been exercising a high degree of autonomy and “Hong Kong people
administering Hong Kong” in strict accordance with the Basic Law.

This demonstrates the full and successful implementation of the “one country,
two systems” principle, which has been widely recognized by the international
community.

“Under Article 158 of the Basic Law, the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress (NPCSC) has the power to interpret the Basic Law. The
NPCSC’s power of interpretation of the Basic Law is part of the
constitutional order of the Hong Kong SAR, and is recognized by Hong Kong
courts,” the spokesman said.

“There are ongoing judiciary proceedings regarding ‘confirmation form’ and
‘invalid nominations’ in relation to the 2016 Legislative Council election,
as well as ‘oath-taking’ by certain Legislative Council Members. Foreign
governments should respect the rule of law and the independent judicial
system in Hong Kong. They should not interfere in the internal affairs of the
HKSAR,” the spokesman added. Endit

Some smart phones are neither smart
nor good phones

I have usually been an early and enthusiastic adopter of new technology. I
liked the arrival of the mobile phone, thought the internet amazing and
welcomed the sat nav. I automated business processes where this could take
drudge work out and improve the quality of the product and the quality of
work people were asked to do.

I don’t have the same enthusiasm for my so called smart phone. I’m not
talking about a particular model or make. The faults of mine are likely to be
faults of others.

My main need from a mobile phone is to be able to make and receive phone
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calls when on the move. I have good internet connections at home and in the
office, with  a large screen computer, good keyboard for typing, and landline
phones that work. I have no wish to use a small screen mobile with variable
reception in these circumstances. I need my phone travelling by  car (hands
free using when parked), walking or on public transport. I take an ipad for
 computing at my destination or on a train  if travelling to a temporary
location away from home and work.

The mobile phone has several disadvantages. Because it operates by means of a
small screen if there is bright sunlight you cannot read it at all. Even not
so bright daylight makes it difficult to read. Because you need to instruct
it by touch it becomes finger printed, and  often your touch is taken as a
different instruction from the one you intended.  Trying to type a message is
difficult at speed because the letter pad is so small for any given letter.
In addition, when the phone rings I need first to scroll the page, and then
hit the receive bar on the second frame to appear. All this can take too long
so the caller rings off. Quite often my touch does not register in time with
the phone.  It means a lot of lost calls when out and about. It does not have
a long battery life, so on a busy day you have to remember to take a
recharger with you and plug it in somewhere.

It is not that reliable on a train and of course cuts out on the tube.
Bluetooth links to the car do not always work, unlike the old mobiles which
you plugged into the car system by cable which always worked.

It is true it can receive messages, offer me a moving map, provides a modest
quality camera and doubtless other things I have not asked it to do. What I
can’t accept is that is a smart phone. The truth is its a dumb phone,  a not
very good one. I just lose more calls with it. The old  phones just required
you to press one button to receive a call, and plugged into the car which
also recharged them.

China to raise 2017 defense budget by
around 7 pct: spokesperson
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Fu Ying, spokesperson for the fifth session of China’s 12th National
People’s Congress (NPC), speaks during a press conference on the session at
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China, March 4, 2017.
The fifth session of the 12th NPC is scheduled to open in Beijing on March
5.

China’s 2017 defense budget will expand by around 7 percent, a spokesperson
for the annual session of the country’s top legislature said Saturday.

Fu Ying, spokesperson for the 12th National People’s Congress (NPC) annual
session, said the increase is in line with China’s economic development and
defense needs.

The country’s defense budget rose by 7.6 percent in 2016.

The fresh raise could be the country’s slowest defense budget rise in more
than a decade, and mark the second time that defense budget dip to single-
digit increase since 2010. In 2009, the figure was about 15 percent.

U.S. President Donald Trump last month pledged to further strengthen his
country’s armed forces.

In his first address to Congress after taking office, Trump proposed a huge
54-billion-U.S.-dollar surge in the country’s military spending, up 10
percent from the previous year.

Fu, meanwhile, noted that China’s defense spending accounts for about only
1.3 percent of the country’s gross domestic product, as compared with NATO
members’ pledge to dedicate at least 2 percent of GDP to defense.

“You should ask them what their intentions are,” Fu told reporters.

 



China’s top legislature to open annual
session Sunday

Fu Ying, spokesperson for the fifth session of China’s 12th National
People’s Congress (NPC), speaks during a press conference on the session at
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China, March 4, 2017.

The annual session of China’s top legislature, the National People’s Congress
(NPC), is scheduled to open Sunday morning in Beijing, a spokesperson told a
press conference Saturday.

The fifth session of the 12th NPC will conclude on March 15, said Fu Ying,
spokeswoman for the session.

A 169-member presidium for the session has been elected at a preparatory
meeting. The presidium convened its first meeting Saturday morning and
adopted the session’s agenda, she said.

National lawmakers will deliberate six reports including the government work
report, draft general provisions of civil law, and three bills concerning the
election of deputies to the 13th NPC, according to Fu.
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China’s 1st cargo spacecraft to make
three rendezvous with Tiangong-2

China’s first cargo spacecraft Tianzhou-1 is expected to dock with the
orbiting Tiangong-2 space lab three times after its planned launch in April,
sources said Saturday.

Tianzhou-1 will be sent into space from the Wenchang Space Launch Center in
south China’s Hainan Province aboard a Long March-7 Y2 carrier rocket,
according to a spokesperson of China’s manned space program.

It is scheduled to refuel Tiangong-2 three times and carry out experiments
and tests.

During the journey, Tianzhou-1 will orbit on its own for about three months
and together with Tiangong-2 for about two months after their rendezvous.

At the end of the mission, Tianzhou-1 will leave the orbit and fall back to
earth while Tiangong-2 will remain in orbit and continue its experiments.

The Tianzhou-1 mission will complete the second phase of the country’s manned
space program.

It will be crucial for China in achieving the final step of establishing a
space station around 2022.
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