News story: Dstl forensic expertise
secures conviction for Parsons Green
Bomber

The Parsons Green bomber was jailed for life last week after experts from the
Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) provided evidence at the
trial.

As well as Dstl’s lead scientist providing expert evidence at the 0ld Bailey,
case officers at the Forensic Explosives Laboratory, part of the Defence
Science and Technology Laboratory, forensically examined 50 items in relation
to the incident at Parsons Green and produced expert witness statements for
the court. In the aftermath of the incident two Dstl scientists deployed to
the scene to support the Counter Terrorism Command and provide advice on a
forensic recovery strategy.

A request for the attendance of third scientist at the home address of the
suspect was also supported.

Ahmed Hassan has been described as “dangerous and devious” by a judge as he
was jailed for life for planting a bomb on a tube train at Parsons Green in
September 2017. Hassan’s device partially exploded, injuring 51.

Dstl Chief Executive Gary Aitkenhead said:

This is just one example of Dstl scientists providing world-class
expertise which helps to keep people safe. As well as this high-
profile case, our Forensic Explosive Laboratory staff work with our
homeland security agencies on a whole range of prevention and
investigative tasks.

New book by Prof Michael Stephenson |
Energy and Climate Change

Mike’'s new book Energy and Climate Change: An Introduction to Geological
Controls, Interventions and Mitigations is all about the cycles that connect
energy and climate change, and the vital importance of geoscience in
understanding, mitigating and adapting to these challenges. It’s also about
where I think geology, as a science, should be going into the future. So it's
partly a book that makes connections — and partly a manifesto!
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News story: General Sir Nick Carter
appointed new Chief of the Defence
Staff

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

I am delighted to offer my congratulations to General Sir Nicholas
Carter on his appointment as Chief of the Defence Staff, a post he
will take up in June of this year when Air Marshal Sir Stuart Peach
becomes Chairman of the Military Committee at NATO.

General Carter has been an exceptional Chief of the General Staff,
leading the Army at a time of rapid change, with troops deployed to
deter Russian aggression and protect our NATO allies in the east.
He has also overseen the delivery of vital training to help Iraqi
Security Forces defeat Daesh.

At this crucial time for defence, as we look to strengthen our
Armed Forces in the face of intensifying global threats, I'm
confident General Carter will be an outstanding Chief of the
Defence Staff.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

Air Chief Marshal Peach has served the UK with distinction
throughout an exemplary career and his advice and professionalism
have been invaluable to me and the other members of the National
Security Council during his time as Chief of the Defence Staff. He
has demonstrated incredible commitment to keeping the UK and its
citizens safe and we owe him an enormous debt of gratitude for his
service. It is entirely fitting that he is leaving to take up a new
role with NATO, which has served as the bedrock of our defence for
nearly six decades. He will be the first British Chairman of the
NATO Military Committee for more than 20 years.

General Carter is a superb choice as the next Chief of the Defence
Staff and will bring vast experience to the role having served as
Chief of the General Staff for nearly four years. In that time I
have been impressed not only by the reforms he has carried out with
the British Army, but by the care he has demonstrated for the men
and women under his command. It is also a testament to him that
over his period of leadership the Army has become more reflective
of the society it serves. I am confident General Carter will bring
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the same dynamism to his new role and I look forward to working
with him.

A biography of Sir Nick can be found here.
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