News story: Resistant gonorrhoea case
reminds importance of safe sex

Dr Gwenda Hughes, Consultant Scientist and Head of Sexually Transmitted
Infection (STI) Section at Public Health England (PHE), said:

We are investigating a case who has gonorrhoea which was acquired
abroad and is very resistant to the recommended first line
treatment. First line treatment for gonorrhoea is a combination of
2 antibiotics (azithromycin and ceftriaxone). This is the first
time a case has displayed such high-level resistance to both of
these drugs and to most other commonly used antibiotics.

We are following up this case to ensure that the infection was
effectively treated with other options and the risk of any onward
transmission is minimised. PHE actively monitors, and acts on, the
spread of antibiotic resistance in gonorrhoea and potential
treatment failures, and has introduced enhanced surveillance to
identify and manage resistant strains of infection promptly to help
reduce further spread.

It is better to avoid getting or passing on gonorrhoea in the first
place and everyone can significantly reduce their risk by using
condoms consistently and correctly with all new and casual
partners. Anyone who thinks they may have been at risk should seek
an STI screen at a sexual health clinic.

Read the full Multi-drug resistant gonorrhoea in England: 2018 report.

Press release: PM call with President
Trump: 28 March 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

Prime Minister Theresa May today spoke with President Trump to
welcome the US decision to expel 60 Russian diplomats in response
to the use of a nerve agent in Salisbury.
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The PM said the US had delivered a very strong response and
welcomed the breadth of international action in response to
Russia’s reckless and brazen behaviour — with 26 countries now
putting expulsions in place.

The Prime Minister welcomed the temporary exemption to steel and
aluminium tariffs announced by the US last week in relation to the
European Union.

She said she looked forward to constructive talks taking place
between the EU and the US on making the exemption permanent.

Finally, the Prime Minister thanked the President for his personal
help and support in securing the passage of the Clarifying Lawful
Overseas Use of Data Act or CLOUD Act by the US, which will provide
an important tool in the investigation of terrorist and other
offences in the UK and keep people living here safer.

Bartley: Waiting times scandal further
proof that UK immigration system
broken

28 March 2018

Green Party Co-Leader Jonathan Bartley expressed his outrage that waiting
times for UK immigration appeals rising by 45% over the past year [1].

The fact that half if appeals lodged are upheld shows that “the system is
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broken”.

Bartley said: “People come to Britain because they want a better life and
often a better future for their family. To make them wait twelve months to
have their appeal processed, and face all the stress and anxiety that comes
with that, is unacceptable. The system is broken, it needs a total overhaul
and an end to the hostile environment that migrants face”.

ENDS

[1]
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/immigration-appeals-home-offi
ce-waiting-times-soar-delays-a8276436.html
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Egg Producer and Joinery Contractor
fined after worker falls from roof

A Preston egg production company and a joinery sub-contractor were today
fined after a worker fell through a roof.

Preston Magistrates’ Court heard how an employee of T& J Leigh had been
helping the joinery contractor Harry Jackson to re-roof an old feed mill
building when he fell five metres through a gap, to the concrete floor below
causing serious head and arm injuries.

The HSE investigation into the incident, which took place at Ghyll View Farm
in Longton on 1 November 2016 found the roof work was not properly planned
with no measures in place to prevent or mitigate a fall through or from the
roof.

T & J Leigh (a partnership) of Ghyll View Farm pleaded guilty to breaching
Section 2(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc act 1974 and has been fined
a total of £50000 with costs of £2855.32.

Harry Jackson of Much Hoole pleaded guilty to breaching Section 3 (2) of the
Health and Safety at Work etc act 1974 and was given a 16 week prison
sentence, suspended for 12 months. He was also ordered to carry out 150 hours
unpaid work and pay costs of £2855.32.

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Steven Boyd said: “This avoidable
incident resulted in serious injuries, a fall from this distance could easily
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have been fatal.

“Roof work should always be properly planned with measures put in place to
prevent a dangerous fall.

“Companies commissioning roof work should make reasonable checks regarding
the competence of a contractor to undertake work at height safely”

Notes to Editors:

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. hse.gov.uk

2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
legislation.gov.uk/

3. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk

Journalists should approach HSE press office with any queries on regional
press releases.

Couples in Northern Ireland deserve
equality — and our support

I couldn’t have been prouder of Lynne Featherstone and the Liberal Democrats
in government when we changed the law in England, bringing in equal marriage.

It is, without doubt, one of the best things our party did in government.
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