
Press release: New government
initiative to reduce rough sleeping

New Rough Sleeping Team to drive reductions in rough sleeping
Targeted £30 million fund for 2018 to 2019 for local authorities with
high levels of rough sleeping
Latest action is part of the government’s ongoing work to halve rough
sleeping by 2022 and eliminate it by 2027

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid today (30 March 2018) set out a bold cross-
government plan of action to significantly reduce the number of people
sleeping rough as the Homelessness Reduction Act comes into force next week.

Based on proven activity that has helped deliver substantial decreases
before, this further action will have a rapid impact on rough sleeping now
and represents major progress towards the government’s commitment to halve
rough sleeping by 2022 and eliminate it altogether by 2027.

The new package of measures – which builds on government action to date –
includes:

a new Rough Sleeping Team made up of rough sleeping and homelessness
experts, drawn from, and funded by government departments and agencies
with specialist knowledge across a wide-range of areas from housing,
mental health to addiction

a £30 million fund for 2018 to 2019 with further funding agreed for 2019
to 2020 targeted at local authorities with high numbers of people
sleeping rough; the Rough Sleeping Team will work with these areas to
support them to develop tailored local interventions to reduce the
number of people sleeping on the streets

£100,000 funding to support frontline Rough Sleeping workers across the
country to make sure they have the right skills and knowledge to work
with vulnerable rough sleepers.

In addition, the government is also working with the National Housing
Federation to look at providing additional, coordinated move-on accommodation
for rough sleepers across the country. This builds on the existing 3,750
‘clearing house’ places already provided in London

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:

This winter has tragically claimed the lives of a number of people
sleeping on the streets. This is completely unacceptable in modern
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Britain.

No one should ever have to sleep rough and this government is
determined to break the homelessness cycle once and for all.

Tackling the causes of rough sleeping is undoubtedly complex but we
must do all we can – working across central and local government,
the voluntary and charity sector – to help the most
vulnerable in society and eliminate rough sleeping for good.

The Homelessness Reduction Act is the most ambitious legal reform in decades
and places new duties on councils to prevent and relieve homelessness,
including for single homeless people who are at greater risk of sleeping
rough.

The new package of measures announced today provides cross-government support
and funding for local housing authorities to drive a significant reduction in
rough sleeping.

Departments across government are working to support the Act and make sure
there is sustained progress on the commitment to halving rough sleeping by
2022 and eliminating it all together by 2027.

This package of new measures will be supported by the:

Department of Health and Social Care – which will make available experts
in mental health and drug treatment services to help support the new
outreach teams, including in hostels

Ministry of Justice – which will focus on making sure prison and
probation work with local authorities and outreach teams to identify
prisoners and offenders serving community sentences who are at risk of
sleeping rough

Home Office – will encourage the policing sector to work in partnership
with local authorities on rough sleeping, including enforcement where
appropriate, and to identify and share best practice

Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport – which will work in
partnership with MHCLG to explore opportunities for new Social Impact
Bonds that build on the success of existing programmes providing
effective and innovative support to rough sleepers

The government is taking significant action to tackle homelessness and rough
sleeping through:

£1.2 billion investment in various programmes, including protecting core

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/13/contents/enacted


funding of £315 million to local authorities for their work on
homelessness, and an additional £617 million in Flexible Homelessness
Support Grant funding, which councils can use to work more strategically
to prevent and tackle local homelessness pressures

piloting the Housing First approach – working with the Metro Mayors in
the Liverpool City Region, Greater Manchester and the West Midlands, to
support rough sleepers with the most complex needs

a new cross-government taskforce supported by a panel of homelessness
experts, charities and local government that is driving forward a new
national strategy to be published in July that will make life on the
streets a thing of the past

investing £9 billion to build more affordable housing, including new
council homes

up to £135 million of dormant assets will be directed to Big Society
Capital for them to deploy into a substantial programme of investment in
housing for vulnerable people including those most at risk of
homelessness or rough sleeping; the first investment opportunities in
this programme will be launched in the autumn

Further information
Further detail is available on gov.uk

The Homelessness Reduction Act comes into effect on 3 April 2018. Read more
information on the Homelessness Reduction Act.

Clearing Houses provide supported housing in London for people with a history
of rough sleeping. All properties are self-contained 1-bed or studio flats
and are provided by housing associations.

In January, the Secretary of State for Culture announced that up to £135
million of dormant assets would be directed to Big Society Capital (BSC). BSC
are currently developing a strategy to deploy the majority of this into a
substantial programme of investment in housing for vulnerable people
including those most at risk of homelessness or rough sleeping. Read more on
dormant assets.

Office address and general enquiries

2 Marsham Street

London
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Contact form
http://forms.communiti…

General enquiries: please use this number if you are a member of the public
030 3444 0000

Media enquiries

Email
newsdesk@communities.gsi.gov.uk

Please use this number if you’re a journalist wishing to speak to Press
Office
0303 444 1209

Social media – MHCLG

Twitter – https://twitter.com/mhclg
Flickr – http://www.flickr.com/photos/mhclg
LinkedIn – http://www.linkedin.com/company/mhclg

Getting things done – Hawkhill and
Peddie Street #dundeewestend

Residents recently brought to my attention the poor pavement surface at the
Peddie Street/Hawkhill junction – on the west side – especially around the
drop kerb, where the surface is bumpy with deteriorating tarmac.

I raised this with the council’s Roads Maintenance Partnership and have now
received the following positive response :

“The Road Maintenance Partnership inspector has advised that he has raised an
order for a number of repairs to be carried out by the thermal patching
machine at this location.”
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The Monetary Policy Committee wants
more monetary tightening

The MPC has a pessimistic view of the future of the UK economy. They think we
can only grow at 1.5% per annum in future. It is true that like other
advanced countries our growth rate since the Banking crash and Great
recession has been a bit slower than the previous trend, but this figure
looks unreasonably low given the scope for technology to carry on
transforming our lives and the way we do business. It also offers us nothing
for the extra spending at home once we cancel the EU subs, nor for the
possible recovery of sectors damaged by common EU policies. They also need to
take into account the continued expansion of jobs and the workforce. We have
confirmation that the economy grew at 1.8 % in both 2016 and 2017, with the
referendum vote making no difference.

Because it is pessimistic about the future, it therefore says it will need to
slow our growth to avoid inflation. It’s a circular argument. They say  we
think growth should be slow. If it turns out to be a bit faster they say we
will need to slow it, because it will not be sustainable without inflation.
That’s a gloomy doctrine that does not allow for the possibility that our
future trend growth rate may be higher than they think.

They stated in their latest report “Given the prospect of excess demand over
the forecast period (i.e the economy doing better) the ongoing tightening
monetary policy over the forecast period will be appropriate”. The Bank did
relax monetary policy a couple of months after the referendum vote, which
helped demand and also pushed the pound down a bit more. More recently the
Bank has tightened money by putting up interest rates again, taking action to
reduce car loans, mortgages and consumer credit, and withdrawing special
facilities for commercial banks. As a result the pound has gone back up
against the dollar to where it was before the referendum vote and has even
strengthened a little against a strong Euro. The Bank thinks a weaker pound
caused inflation, so presumably they think this stronger pound will do the
opposite, which should reduce their concerns. They don’t say much about that.

Language is a living tool – you must
use it or you lose it: Vice President
The Vice President of India, Shri M, Venkaiah Naiud has said that language is
a living tool – you must use it or you lose it. If we lose a language we lose
an important part of cultural identity, he added.
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Author:

GSLV Successfully Launches GSAT-6A
Satellite
India’s Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F08) successfully
launched GSAT-6A Satellite into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) today
(March 29, 2018). Today’s launch of GSLV was its twelfth and took place from
the Second Launch Pad at Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota,
the spaceport of India.
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