
Press release: John Millen jailed for
8 months for illegal waste operation

The operator of a waste site in Sittingbourne, Kent has been imprisoned for 8
months for the illegal disposal, sorting and treatment of construction
demolition waste.

John Millen, 50, trading as K.M. Millen Grab Hire, received the custodial
sentence today (Wednesday 12 April) at Maidstone Crown Court after pleading
guilty to using the Gas Road site for illegal waste transfer activities.

The Environment Agency brought charges against Mr Millen following an
investigation in December 2014 which established over 40,000 tonnes of waste
had been illegally deposited on the site.

Mr Millen was subsequently provided with clear guidance on the action he was
required to take and an Enforcement Notice to clear the waste from the site
by the end of March 2015 was issued. However, after the three months had
expired it was clear that none of the waste had been removed and he continued
to crush, treat and deposit waste.

The activities being undertaken by Mr Millen were in clear breach of
environmental legislation and would have required an Environmental Permit. Mr
Millen did not apply for an appropriate Environmental Permit and continued to
operate, avoiding significant costs to his business.

Alan Cansdale, Environment Manager at the Environment Agency said:

Mr Millen was fully aware that he was not allowed to store that
amount of waste on the site, but continued to accept more
construction and demolition waste whilst ignoring the advice and
guidance issued to him by Environment Agency Officers. His actions
put the environment at risk.

Waste crime can undermine legitimate businesses, so we work closely
with businesses to help them comply with the law. In cases like
this, where illegal operations are connected to licensed
businesses, we have no hesitation in prosecuting those involved. We
want to make sure that waste crime doesn’t pay.

Whilst passing sentence, Judge St. John-Stevens said that Mr Millen was the
“controlling mind of the business” and he ignored all advice offered from the
Environment Agency regarding his business operations
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Press release: Waste scam now sees
Boston targeted

Another famer has now been scammed by unscrupulous waste criminals in
Lincolnshire

This time a Boston farmer faces the cleanup bill for 250 tonnes of waste
after being approached and asked if he wanted tarmac road planings that can
be used to repair roads and farmyards on their land.

The Environment Agency issued a warning last week after 2 farmers in the
Grantham area suffered the same fate, with one of them facing an estimated
bill of £300,000 to dispose of the waste after they found baled rubbish on
their land instead of the promised tarmac road plannings.

In the recent Boston case, a neighbour made the farmer aware of the scam
warnings issued last week after the initial 250 tonnes of waste were left,
and this ensured that no further waste was dumped on the site.

The Environment Agency is urging all landowners to be wary and not become the
next victim of illegal waste disposal and dumping.

Advice from the Environment Agency includes:

use reputable agents and brokers
carry out suitable checks and due diligence, i.e. get the individuals
details, vehicle registration, ask where the waste is coming from
(address, permit number, waste carriers registration)
inform them you’ll be contacting the Environment Agency or call us
whilst they are there
don’t agree to accept any waste until you have carried out some checks
and had a cooling off period to fully consider the offer

Peter Stark, Senior Enforcement Officer, said:

Waste criminals can be very convincing and persuasive, sometimes
offering £1000s in cash up front. Don’t be tempted by quick money
because you could end up with not only a massive disposal bill but
also harm to the environment, flies, polluting liquids running out
of bales of waste and increased risk of fire.

We will investigate the illegal waste incidents fully and take
enforcement action where necessary. The recent case shows that
farmers in the region are particularly at risk of this scam.

However, the landowners may have to pay significant sums to remove
the waste legally. Waste crime is a serious issue diverting as much
as £1 billion per annum from legitimate businesses and Treasury.
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Although these specific incidents occurred in Lincolnshire, we want
landowners and farmers everywhere to be vigilant.

The Environment Agency provides impartial advice to customers, individuals
and businesses to help them grow. Our local officers will be happy to talk to
you, can make public register checks whilst you are on the phone or you can
make checks on the GOV.UK website for free, or you can call the Environment
Agency’s customer contact centre on 03708 506 506.

The Highways Agency and county council’s highways department and their
contractors will always use legitimate waste carriers and sites for the reuse
or disposal of waste. They may approach farmers and landowners to see if they
want to reuse tarmac road planings or crushed rubble and concrete to repair
road and yard areas, but farmers need to register the U1 waste exemption with
the Environment Agency and abide by the rules.

The vast majority of waste sites that the Environment Agency regulate are
well run and provide essential waste management services. The Environment
Agency are there to help the legitimate businesses.
Waste stored inappropriately can create issues for neighbours like smells and
pests. It can also have a detrimental effect on the environment and impact on
rivers and streams. There is a high risk of waste fires due to the waste not
being stored in the correct manner.

Everybody has a part to play to help solve the waste crime problem and make
sure waste is managed responsibly. If you see or suspect illegal waste
activities, report it anonymously to Crimestoppers or call 0800 555 111.

Month after month the Conservatives
are missing key targets for cancer,
ambulance response times and A&E
waiting times – Jonathan Ashworth

Jonathan
Ashworth MP, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Health, commenting on the
latest Combined Performance Summary from NHS England, said:

“Yet
again, these shocking figures present stark evidence of the ongoing crisis
facing our NHS. On almost every measurement, this February is the worst
February on record which is a damning indictment of the Tories’ record of
failure on the NHS.
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“Month
after month, the Conservatives are missing key targets for cancer, ambulance
response times and A&E waiting times. Hospitals remain overstretched and
understaffed, and morale amongst our hard working staff continues to be
challenged by the unprecedented pressures they regularly face.

“This
Tory Government has failed to get a grip on the situation facing our NHS and
it’s patients and staff who are paying the price. Labour is urging the
Government to take immediate action so that we never face a winter crisis
like
this again.”

News story: Defence Secretary agrees
closer cooperation with India

Sir Michael attended today the first meeting as part of the 2015 Defence and
International Security Partnership (DISP), with his Indian counterpart Arun
Jaitley.

The pair discussed UK-Indian defence industries, upcoming exercises and
global security among other topics. The Defence counterparts jointly set out
their ambitions to design, make, exercise, transform, train and co-operate
together. They reaffirmed their intent for a stronger, deeper, wider
relationship that delivers growth and jobs in the UK and India, improves
regional security and supports both nations’ interests globally.

UK Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

As Britain steps up globally, we continue to develop our close
security partnership with India. Our countries are recognised
globally as leaders in defence and we remain steadfast in our
commitment to regional security, growing our defence industries and
supporting our mutual interests.

Our nations face the same threats and we will work closely together
to harness British expertise and Indian brain power to develop
cutting edge technologies and equipment that benefit both of our
Armed Forces.

The Defence Secretary visited Mumbai and Delhi over three days. During the
visit Sir Michael laid a wreath at the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel in Mumbai to
commemorate the 2008 terror attacks, visited an Indian Naval ship, delivered
speeches at two think tank events and laid a wreath at Delhi’s India Gate to
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honour Indians who fought and died in the First World War.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon laid a wreath at India Gate to honour
the 74,000 Indians who served and died in the Second World War. Crown
Copyright.

Today’s meeting between the Defence Ministers marked the inaugural annual UK-
India Strategic Defence Dialogue, as laid out in the DISP. The DISP agreed to
Capability Partnerships to help collaborate with Indian industry under the
Make in India agenda and Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin addressed the Make
in India Conference in February this year.

Over the past decade, the UK has exported £2.15 billion of defence equipment
and services to India. From learning from each other on joint aircraft
carrier journeys, to collaboration on defence science and technology
projects, the UK and India are elevating their partnership, bringing greater
opportunities for their respective defence industries and Armed Forces.

Green Party condemns atrocities in
Chechnya
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13 April 2017

The Green Party has condemned the anti-gay crackdown in Chechnya [1] and has
called for the international community to pressure Russia to intervene.

More than 100 men have allegedly been rounded up and imprisoned in
‘concentration camps’ and tortured.

Aimee Challenor, Green Party equalities spokesperson, said:

“What we are seeing in Chechnya is torture. LGBTIQA+ people already face
significant levels of abuse and no one should be imprisoned or face violence
just for being LGBTIQA+. The international community needs to do more to end
this persecution and bring an end to barbaric laws restricting the rights of
LGBTIQA+ people.

“The Green Party supports the ongoing work of the Russian LGBT Network in the
area. Our sympathy goes out to those who are facing the horrific violence in
Chechnya and we stand determined in our push for acceptance and equality for
all.”

Notes: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-395661361.

Tweet

Back to main news page

Let’s block ads! (Why?)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-39566136
https://twitter.com/share
https://www.greenparty.org.uk/news/
https://blockads.fivefilters.org/
https://blockads.fivefilters.org/acceptable.html

