
Jeremy Corbyn speech

Jeremy Corbyn, Leader of
the Labour Party, speaking at a rally in
Leicester today, said:

***Check against
delivery***

There’s no doubt that
Thursday’s local election results were disappointing for our party. We had
welcome
victories in Manchester, Liverpool, Wales, Doncaster and elsewhere but too
many
fantastic councillors, who work tirelessly for their communities, lost their
seats.

We face a huge challenge in the next five
weeks.

But this General Election campaign is
also a great opportunity. A chance to break free, to create a society in
which
people are no longer held back by a system that is rigged for the rich. A
chance to rebuild Britain for the many not the few.

There is also a huge danger – that the
Tories’ fearmongering and spin machine will make some people settle for less
than they should. Resign themselves to things the way they are –
underestimating just how many more burdens the Tories could impose if their
mission to rig the system for the rich isn’t halted.

The stakes are high. We know from
yesterday’s election results that the gap between us and the Tories is not as
great as the pundits have been saying.

But we still have many people to
convince. We have four weeks to do that. Are we up to the challenge?

Millions are still sceptical and
undecided, not sure which way to turn.

And
who can blame them.

Andy
Burnham – who had a brilliant victory to become the new Mayor of Greater
Manchester yesterday – spoke last week of how alienated
people are from the political system.

He said we can’t just carry on doing what we are doing;
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the time has come to do something different.

He’s right. Our
Westminster system is broken and our economy is rigged. Both are run in the
interests of the few.

Things
can and must be different.

Labour is
under attack because we are standing up to the elites who are determined to
hijack Brexit to pay even less tax and take even more of the wealth we all
create.

Labour is
under attack because we are standing up to the corporate interests plundering
our NHS – £13 billion of the NHS budget is already privatised – how much more
will be if the Tories get another five years?

That’s
why Labour is under attack. We’re drawing a line. Three decades of
privatisation
– from energy and rail to health and social care – has made some people very
rich but it has not delivered richer lives for the vast majority.

In this
election, we will be outlining a plan to transform Britain – an upgraded
economy run for the many not the few.

It will
mean standing up to powerful vested interests. But we are ready for the
challenge.

The
Conservatives only stand up when taking orders from their billionaire
friends,
who hoard our country’s wealth for themselves in tax havens.

Theresa
May thinks she can win the General Election by claiming she cares about
working
people.

She talks
about building a fair society. Does she think people will forget what the
Tories have done to this country, how they’ve actually treated working
people? 

This Tory
leader sat alongside David Cameron in government for six years.

She was
in the cabinet room when they introduced the bedroom tax. So were the Liberal



Democrats as part of Cameron’s coalition. What was fair about that?

And what
was fair about racking up tuition fees?

Or about
taking benefits away from people with disabilities?

Or about
closing Sure Start Centres? Or starving schools of cash? Or opening up the
NHS
to be plundered by profiteers?

And what
was fair about giving big business and the richest in society tax giveaways
worth tens of billions of pounds – while the rest of us were told to tighten
our belts, to accept a big dose of austerity?

The
Tories are hoping everyone has short memories.

But if
that fails, they have another card they are playing. That this election is
about Brexit and who can play at being toughest with Brussels.

But
Labour will not allow the Tories to put their party interests ahead of the
real
national interest. The interests of the British people.

This
election isn’t about Brexit itself. That issue has been settled. The question
now is what sort of Brexit do we want – and what sort of country do we want
Britain to be after Brexit?

And who
can really be trusted to put working people first?

Labour
wants a jobs Brexit, a Brexit that safeguards the future of Britain’s vital
industries, a Brexit that paves the way to a genuinely fairer society and to
an
upgraded economy.

Labour’s
plan to transform Britain will mean:

·        
investing in infrastructure
and new industries,

·        
rebuilding our NHS and



social care services,

·        
giving our children and
young people a chance to fulfil their potential.

We won’t
be paying lip-service to working people.

We will
introduce a comprehensive programme to strengthen rights at work, make sure
new
jobs are good jobs, and end the race to the bottom in pay, conditions and job
security.

Low pay
and insecurity have spread like an epidemic under the Tories.

Labour will
invest in skills and jobs, and take action to enforce a floor under
employment
standards across the board – so that all jobs are decent jobs, so that all
workers – the true wealth creators – can play their part in transforming
Britain and benefit fully from it.

Transformation
means that, instead of a country run for the rich, Britain will be a country
in
which people are not held back, in which everyone is able to lead a richer
life.

And
that’s why we are fighting to win this election. Fighting to win, not because
I
yearn for the trappings of Downing Street office but because I want a better
Britain

A country
for the many not the few.

The local
election results yesterday leave us in no doubt about the scale of our
challenge.

We know this is no small task – it is a
challenge on a historic scale. But we, the whole Labour movement and the
British people, can’t afford not to seize our moment.

We have five weeks to win the General
Election so we can fundamentally transform Britain for the many not the few.

When we
win, we form the NHS.



When we win, we introduce the Equal Pay Act.

When we
win we establish a National Minimum Wage – one of my proudest days in
politics.

When we
win, the British people win. The
nurse, the teacher, the small trader, the carer, the builder, the office
worker
win.

Labour is
offering a real choice, a real alternative to the rigged system that is
holding
us back and the Conservatives who are running our country down in every way.

An
alternative for the many not the few.

And we
need to be that real alternative because too many people in our country worry
that voting won’t change anything, that all politicians are the same.

We are
not all the same but people are frustrated that the system remains rigged for
the few, that the lives of the many don’t seem to be getting better.

They
vote, nothing changes.

The
economy is still rigged in favour of the rich and powerful.

We have
to show that we are different, that we will transform Britain. That we are
for
the many not the few.

When
Labour wins there will be a reckoning for those who thought they could get
away
with asset stripping our industry, crashing our economy through their greed
and
ripping off workers and consumers.

When did
the Conservatives – Osborne, Cameron, May, Johnson – ever stand up to their
financial backers and demand our money back?

Never and
they never will.



Instead,
they make our nurses, our carers, our soldiers, our disabled, our young
people
trying to get a home of their own, our elderly looking for dignity in
retirement and those working hard to get on, foot the bill instead.

It makes
me angry. It makes me really angry. And I know it makes the people of Britain
angry too.

So today,
I say to tax cheats, the rip off bosses, the greedy bankers.

Enough is enough.

The people of Britain are taking
our money back.

We have
always stood up for the many not the few.

And I will always stand up for our
beliefs.

That can be lonely, I know.

I
campaigned against privatisation, tax cuts for the rich, letting the banks
become all powerful and the Iraq war when many politicians were pushing them
through or not standing up against them.

We stood
up for workers’ pay, better public services, a fairer society, a more equal
economy and for peace and justice.

Standing
up for your beliefs in any circumstances, takes great determination. It can
be
frustrating. It takes its toll. It is far easier to compromise your beliefs
and
go along for the ride.

But
strength is holding on to what you believe in. Standing up for the many
against
the few means a struggle against the odds.

Looking
out for the few is easy; winning for the many is hard.

I have a
message for Theresa May. If you feel the need to go on about what a great
leader you are, then show it by debating with me in this election campaign.



We
are for the many, you’re for the few.

But this is about so much more
than Theresa May and me.

This is a
once in a lifetime opportunity for you, the people, to decide what sort of
country you want to live in.

We are
full of so much potential, which is being stifled and held back in favour of
the few.

Together,
we can transform Britain.

And we
must transform Britain because now it is rigged for the few.

In this
election, Labour is standing for decent jobs, investment for the future,
shared
wealth creation, security at work, affordable homes for all, a fully funded
NHS
and schools, training and skills, an end to rip-off privatisation, fair
taxation and a fairer, more equal country.

As we set
out our detailed plans for Britain, the scale of the change we are offering
will become clear.

So let’s
turn our country around. Let’s come together to transform Britain. Together,
we
can win for the many not the few.

Make sure
you are registered to vote.

Please
help others get registered to vote.

Make sure
you use your vote.

Talk to
your friends, family, neighbours and co-workers about this General Election.

It is so
important.

This



election could be a great and proud moment in our national story.

Don’t
wake on up on 9 June to see celebrations from the tax cheats, the press
barons,
the greedy bankers, Philip Green, the Southern Rail directors and crooked
bankers
that take our wealth, who have got away with it because the party they own,
the
Conservative Party, has won.

We have
five weeks to ruin their party. We have five weeks to have a chance to take
our
money back. We have five weeks to win so we can transform Britain for the
many
not the few.

We must
seize it. Thank you.

Interview with Bret Baier, Fox News

PRIME MINISTER: The strength of our Alliance is enduring. It’s been built on
millions of relationships, of connections between Australians and Americans
over so many years. 100 years of mateship – ever since the Battle of Hamel 99
years ago, in every major conflict Australians and Americans have fought side
by side.

Last night of course, we were commemorating the Battle of the Coral Sea, that
moment in 1942 where brave Australian and American sailors and aviators
turned the tide for war in the Pacific and saved Australia, and saved the
Pacific for freedom. That was the turning point, the “hinge of fate” as
Churchill described it.

BRET BAIER: You’re very active with US forces, really all around the world.

PRIME MINISTER: Yep.

BRET BAIER: In fact, military ties are one of the closest, with any other
ally, that we have. So when that phone call happened and the coverage of it
happened, it took people by surprise. When you saw that and heard that, what
was your reaction?

PRIME MINISTER: The call was courteous, it was frank and forthright as you
would expect between very good friends. That’s how good friends should talk
to each other, and the reporting was wildly exaggerated – as the President
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observed last night, and as he’s observed in the past. We are very close
friends, Australians and Americans.

The President and I had our first meeting together in person, we have a lot
of friends in common and we have similar backgrounds in business. We got on
so well.

BRET BAIER: The genesis of that phone call and the coverage of it had to do
with the deal you struck with the Obama administration. The Trump
administration is holding up to that deal.

PRIME MINISTER: Yes, we thanked the President for his commitment to that.

BRET BAIER: They didn’t like it. Clearly.

PRIME MINISTER: Yes, clearly that’s right but we thanked them for their
commitment to the arrangement we had with his predecessor.

BRET BAIER: Some of the President’s supporters look at your immigration
policy and say: “That’s what we want. That’s what we’d love to have” Your
immigration policy essentially says if someone comes in illegally, they have
to leave?

PRIME MINISTER: We are a very, very multicultural society. We have achieved
that with a remarkable degree of harmony. Now a foundation of that, is the
public having absolute confidence that their government and their government
alone, determines who comes to Australia, how long they stay, the terms and
conditions on which they stay. That is our sovereign right and our sovereign
responsibility. So we have a generous humanitarian program, but we say: “If
you seek to come to Australia unlawfully, with a people smuggler, you will
not succeed.” Full stop. That is absolutely, absolutely fundamental.

BRET BAIER: You sympathise with the President on this issue? I mean he’s kind
of selling it that way, as you talk about it.

PRIME MINISTER: The proposition that the government elected by the people
should decide who comes into a country and the terms on which they come, is
fundamental. It’s a fundamental sovereign right of any nation.

BRET BAIER: Your region is obviously a focus for the US, with all that’s
happened with North Korea. Do you get a sense that the diplomatic efforts,
economic pressure, diplomatic pressure, is having an effect in countries in
your region, when it comes to North Korea? Is it moving the needle,
especially with China?

PRIME MINISTER:  Yes, I think it’s very clear that the North Korean regime’s
reckless and dangerous provocation must stop. It is a real threat to peace
and stability in the region and indeed in the world. The country with the
greatest leverage on North Korea, by far, is China. The eyes of the world are
on Beijing. Beijing has to bring that pressure to bear to stop this
escalating threat to peace in the region.

And you have seen action on the part of China and you have seen the



resentment, bitter resentment expressed by the North Korean government
against China. I think that is actually a good sign, because it shows that
China is bringing influence to bear on North Korea. ‘So far, so better’.
There’s some progress being made but a lot of work needs to be done.

BRET BAIER: It has always been, that getting China to move has been tough for
the US, on this particular issue. Is this different this time?

PRIME MINISTER: Well time will tell. I think it’s important to understand
that North Korea is not a client state of China in the way say East Germany
was of the Soviet Union. So the Chinese have found plenty of frustrations in
dealing with North Korea over the years. They’ve endeavored to encourage Kim
Jong Un’s father to follow the Chinese model of development. They didn’t have
enough success there. They’ve had no success with the son.

Having said that, having said all of that, the reality is that the Chinese
economic relationship is overwhelmingly the greatest with North Korea. It is,
China has, the greatest leverage and therefore the greatest responsibility.

BRET BAIER: You have a unique relationship with China, obviously do a lot of
trade with them. Is China a partner or an adversary? Or both?

PRIME MINISTER: (Laughs)

We have a very important economic relationship with China, but it’s a
relationship that goes well beyond economics. It is built on thousands if not
millions of people-to-people ties as well. Our largest, our most substantial
economic relationship overall is with the United States. The United States is
our ally. That alliance is the bedrock of our national security and it is
vital, that alliance is vital for the security of Australia and the United
States. So we have a good friend in Beijing and we have a strong, enduring
ally in Washington.

BRET BAIER: Your perception of President Trump? Do you think that he values
personal relationships more than other world leaders?                        
                                                                             
                                                                      

PRIME MINISTER: Well I wouldn’t like to compare him with other world leaders,
but I would say that clearly he values personal relationships. He is a very
warm leader, a very warm person, with a very personal approach. That’s been
his business style, it’s something I understand very well. But we both
understand the importance of trust and the importance of that personal human
connection that is critical to strong relationships.

BRET BAIER: When he invited the leader of the Philippines to the White House,
Duterte, what was your take?

PRIME MINISTER: Well the Philippines is a vitally important country, nation
in our region, the Asia Pacific. We have strong ties with the Philippines on
so many levels. Naturally the United States will be reaching out to and
dealing with and connecting with all of the nations in the region. So of
course.



BRET BAIER: The criticism was that it wasn’t projecting, standing up for
Western values in the region.

PRIME MINISTER: That is a matter for the President to raise with his
counterpart at the appropriate time, but the fact remains that it is in the
national interest of my country, Australia, and indeed in the national
interest of the United Sates to have strong engagement with all of the
nations in the Asia Pacific. That includes of course, the Philippines.

BRET BAIER: What keeps you up at night?

PRIME MINISTER: Well there’s plenty to worry about.

(Laughter)

I can tell you, it’s very important to give this advice to everybody, very
important if you’ve got big decisions to make, to make sure you get your
sleep. But no, in terms of the national security issues, the two that are
most pressing at the moment are in my mind, the North Korean situation –
which we’ve spoken about – and also the continued battle to destroy the
terrorists in the Middle East and indeed, around the world. This struggle
against terrorism, against this violent extremism, manifested not exclusively
but substantially by ISIL or Daesh, the destruction of ISIL in the field is
of vital importance for our safety at home in Australia, and here in the
United States and right around the world.

BRET BAIER: Mr Prime Minister, thanks for the time.

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you. 

Remarks at Morgan Stanley Business
Breakfast New York City

PRIME MINISTER: Well thank you all very much for being here for this
breakfast. We’ve got such a lot to discuss. I’m delighted that there’s so
many great Australians, captains of industry, here in New York. I’m looking
at two great exports in front of me, Robert Thomson and James Gorman alone.
And of course Greg Norman, who was getting a lot of sympathy last night with
the crutches.

GREG NORMAN: I still couldn’t get a handicap.

(Laughter)

PRIME MINISTER: Well the President figured that he might be competitive as
long as you’re stuck with the crutches. But anyway, still, we’ve got our
Budget next week. As you know, we have had a long 26-year run of

http://www.pm.gov.au/media/2017-05-05/remarks-morgan-stanley-business-breakfast-new-york-city
http://www.pm.gov.au/media/2017-05-05/remarks-morgan-stanley-business-breakfast-new-york-city


uninterrupted economic growth in Australia. We’ve gone through a remarkable
transition from an unprecedented, once-in-a-generation, perhaps almost once-
in-a-century, mining boom. Because of the diversified nature of our economy
we did not have the hard landing that many economists predicted. I’m sure
none from Morgan Stanley, James.

(Laughter)

They would’ve nailed it every time, I’m sure. But anyway, the key thing for
us is to maintain that strong economic growth. We see that as being founded
on that combination of open markets, strong infrastructure investment, strong
incentives for private investment. As you know, we’re watching with great
interest the President’s agenda to cut business taxes here in the United
States. Of course that’s part of a global trend. We’ve already succeeded in
cutting company tax for companies with turnover of $50 million or less. We
have the rest of our business Enterprise Tax Plan reform agenda underway.

So, a lot to do, a big Budget next week. We are absolutely committed to
maintaining that strong economic growth, a diversified economy, open markets,
the trade with our region which has done so much, because of its
diversification, to give us that continued growth despite the downturn,
inevitable, in the mining investment boom. So, a lot to discuss and thank you
very much again James for hosting us here for this breakfast.New Your

Doorstop – New York City

PRIME MINISTER: Well, we’ve had a very good meeting here this morning, here
at Morgan Stanley, which it’s head of course, James Gorman, is an Australian.
We’ve had a good discussion with a number of business leaders about
investment in Australia, about the state of the global economy, prospects for
growth both here and in our region. A very constructive discussion.

I have to say that the contribution Australians make to business and
enterprise in the United States is very, very strong.

Of course we saw that last night too at that wonderful, warm evening, where
we acknowledged and thanked those great veterans of the Battle of the Coral
Sea, that battle where Australian and American sailors and aviators turned
the tide of war.

To see those men of the Royal Australian Navy, the United States Navy,
standing there, so proud, receiving the thanks of everybody in that room and
all Australians and Americans, for what they did when they were just
teenagers – 17, 18 years of age. Those guys turned the tide, saved Australia,
turned the tide of war and began the return of the United States and her
allies, Australia and others, to recapture the territories taken so
dramatically by the Japanese in the first part of the war.
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So it was a wonderful, warm evening, for the thanks and recognition of those
veterans. Of course it was great for Lucy and I to meet with the President
and Mrs Trump. Again, that was more family than formal. It was a very, very
warm encounter and a great evening.

JOURNALIST: Could you please just flesh out what you spoke about with the
President? The main topics and what you discussed?

PRIME MINISTER: We discussed a whole range of issues. Of course, the big
national security issues – North Korea, the Middle East in particular. We
talked about the relationship, the alliance, we talked about its history and
its strength, its enduring strength. We talked about the economy. We talked
about trade and investment. We talked about tax. So it was a good, broad
discussion. We talked about immigration, as the President acknowledged. So it
was a good, broad discussion.

But above all, it was an opportunity for us to get to know each other face-
to-face. We have backgrounds that are similar in many respects, businessmen
that found our way into politics. We’ve also got a lot of friends in common
too. So it was very, very warm – as I said – more family than formal.

JOURNALIST: On immigration, did he ask your advice on how Australia has
managed to stop the boats? And on Islamic State, did you discuss the timeline
to defeat the terrorists in the Middle East?

PRIME MINISTER: Well can I just say on migration, Australia’s policies are
well understood. Of course, we talk about our immigration policies which are
built on a foundation of saying that it is the sovereign right of the
Australian Government – elected by the Australian people – to decide who
comes to Australia and how long they stay and the terms and conditions on
which they stay. So that is our sovereign right.

We are the most successful multicultural society in the world. That is my
claim as Australia’s Prime Minister. The foundation of that is a migration
system in which the Australian people have confidence that their Government
is completely in control of. That is what we’ve established and that is what
we maintain and that is what’s understood by others.

But we don’t ever presume to advise or counsel other countries on how they
should manage their affairs. That is a matter for them. But the principles of
our immigration policies and our border policies are very, very well
understood.

JOURNALIST: The President has some interest in adopting some similar
policies?

PRIME MINISTER: Well again, I’m not going to buy into American domestic
policy. But our policies, our approaches are very well understood and have
been successful.

JOURNALIST: What was the message from CEOs here to you Mr Prime Minister,
about Mr Trump’s economic agenda?



PRIME MINISTER: The move to reduce business taxes is really welcomed. This is
an absolute, proven recipe for stronger economic growth. You know, this is
why of course in Australia we have an Enterprise Tax Plan where we are
reducing company tax progressively from where it is or has been, from 30 per
cent down to 25 per cent. As you know, we’ve secured passage through the
Senate of legislation to reduce tax down to 25 per cent over time for
companies with turnovers of $50 million a year or less. Collectively, that
includes firms, businesses, that employ around half the Australian workforce,
the private sector workforce. So that’s a substantial reform. We’ve got
further to go.

Now, why do we seek to reduce company tax? Why does the Trump administration
seek to reduce company tax? It’s pretty simple. If you increase the return on
investment, you get more investment. If you get more investment, you get more
employment.

That is why, right around the world, business taxes have been reduced. You’ve
seen what’s happened in the UK, it’s heading down to 18 per cent. You’ve seen
what’s happening with candidate Macron in the French presidential elections,
promising to reduce company tax even further than is already underway in
France. Around the world, it’s a global trend to reduce business taxes in
order to promote more investment and hence more employment.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, you’re heading back for the Budget, and on just a
domestic matter, reports in the weekend papers that you’re going to put a ban
on television gambling advertising up until 8:30 at night and five minutes
before and after the start of play. Is that true and do you expect a big
blowback from the sporting codes and the TV networks?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, parents around Australia will be delighted when they
know that during football matches, cricket matches and live sporting events
before 8:30, there will be no more gambling ads. You know, there are no
gambling ads allowed before 8:30 generally, but there’s been an exception for
a long time, of live sporting events.

Now what has been, what is being announced, is an agreement to ban gambling
ads prior to 8:30 during live sporting events other than racing. This will be
welcomed by Australian parents right around the country.

JOURNALIST: Did the President discuss with you increasing Australia’s
military commitment in the Middle East as we really try to obliterate Islamic
State?

PRIME MINISTER: We didn’t discuss any changes to our respective commitments,
or at least to Australia’s commitment in the Middle East. As you know, we
have a very intense engagement with the United States on these matters. We
have the third-largest foreign commitment to the battle against ISIL in the
Middle East. Our forces are working together and integrated intimately, as I
saw when I visited our forces in Iraq and Afghanistan just in the lead-up to
Anzac Day. I thanked them for their services and I met US commanders there.
The cooperation, collaboration, could not be closer.



JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, can you give us an indication of the differences
between a meeting with President Obama and a President Turnbull (sic)?

PRIME MINISTER: Well the two Presidents are obviously very different men. But
I have been delighted and honoured to meet with each of them. The
relationship between Australia and the United States, the alliance, is so
strong, so enduring. It’s built on millions of people-to-people ties. It is
family and in many respects of course, it is a family matter.

It is built on almost a century of shared service and sacrifice. You know
from the mud of the Battle of Hamel in 1918, when American forces were led
into battle by the great Australian General John Monash, to victory again,
another battle that started to turn the tide of war. From then through to the
waters of the Coral Sea to the sands of the Middle East today, Australians
and Americans stand shoulder-to-shoulder, in freedom’s cause, today as their
parents and grandparents did before them. As we always will.

Because we are two nations united by a commitment to shared values; freedom,
democracy, the rule of law. Values we cherish so much, that we will always be
prepared to fight for them. Thank you very much.

Weekly Road Report – West End Ward

DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL – WEEKLY ROAD REPORT

REPORT FOR WEST END WARD WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 8 MAY 2017

Riverside Esplanade/Riverside Drive (Tay Road Bridge off ramp to 75m along
Riverside Drive) – westbound nearside lane closure for 28 weeks to facilitate
V&A construction works.

SSE Glenagnes Cable Renewal – Lochee Road lane restrictions and closures on
Blinshall Street, Fleuchar Street and Scott Street for 11 weeks.

Riverside Approach (Roseangle/Magdalen Yard Road to Riverside Drive) – closed
for one week for carriageway resurfacing works.

Perth Road (at Farington Street) – temporary traffic lights until Tuesday 9
May for Hydro cable fault repairs.
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Perth Road (at Farington Street) – temporary traffic lights from Friday 12 to
Monday 15 May for BT manhole repairs.

West Marketgait (at Nethergate) – off-peak offside lane closures from Tuesday
9 May for 3 days for traffic signal ducting works.

Wright Avenue – off-peak temporary traffic lights on Friday 12 May for
telecommunications works.


