Lib Dems offer ‘daddy month’ of paid
parental leave for new fathers

The Liberal Democrats will introduce an additional month of paid parental
leave especially for fathers to encourage greater sharing of parental
responsibilities.

The policy will build on our achievement of introducing Shared Parental Leave
in order to ensure that new parents can make the decisions which work best
for their family.

Jo Swinson, who introduced the original Shared Parental Leave in the
Coalition Government, said:

“The Liberal Democrat introduction of Shared Parental Leave was a massive
step towards more equal parenting, and recognising the vital role that
fathers play. Parents across the UK have already benefitted from greater
flexibility and freedom in how they share the care for their new baby.

“But more needs to be done in order to encourage men to take leave when they
become a dad, to bond with their child during the early weeks and months of
their life. Research shows that fathers being more involved in their
children’s lives is good for children’s development and good for the health
and happiness of the whole family.

“That is why the Liberal Democrats want to give dads across the country the
chance to spend more time with their children.

“A vote for the Liberal Democrats is a vote to change the direction of this
country. If you want an open, tolerant and united Britain, this is your
chance.”

Susan Kramer, Liberal Democrat Shadow Business Secretary, said:

“Creating a fair system for parents everywhere not only benefits new mums and
dads but also helps our business sector.

“Having a workforce that is both more flexible and more motivated will
benefit UK businesses greatly.

“It is the Liberal Democrats who are standing up for fairness and flexibility
for parents. Theresa May has never cared.”
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The Friends of the University of Dundee Botanic Garden Annual Plant Sale in
the Garden, in conjunction with Garden Power of Plants day, is on Sunday 21st
May.

It will take place from 1llam to 2pm — times to be confirmed (check the
Friends’ blog here for updates on the timing).

Contributions of plants and offers of help will be very welcome (contact
fudbg.committee@gmail.com or telephone 350990).

1,278 officials held accountable in
environmental inspections

A total of 1,278 officials have been held accountable for inadequate
environmental protection in the latest round of state inspections, according
to a statement released Friday by the Ministry of Environmental Protection.

In late April, seven teams reviewed local government work in the third round
of inspections, which took place in areas including Tianjin Municipality and
Shanxi and Liaoning provinces.

The teams have looked into a total of 3,324 cases and imposed fines totalling
90 million yuan (about 13.05 million U.S. dollars) in 1,531 of those cases.

Some 481 officials from Liaoning Province were found to have been at fault,
the most of the seven municipalities and provinces investigated.

As of May 9, the teams had received a total of 14,479 public complaints, of
which the most came from Hunan Province.

The inspected areas have been told to rectify the irregularities found as
soon as possible. Their progress has been reported in local media on a daily
basis to give the public a response on reported environmental violations.

The central government is fighting pollution and environmental degradation
after decades of growth have left the country saddled with problems such as
smog and contaminated soil.
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The teams are currently inspecting prefecture-level cities to verify key
issues that emerged from provincial level inspections.

Ending an historic injustice in mental
health care

Excellent healthcare is at the heart of our vision for Britain. As a leading
liberal democracy, our public services should — and can be — the envy of the
world. The Lib Dems are committed to making this vision a reality.

Last weekend, Tim Farron and I announced our five point NHS and care recovery
plan, which laid out our health strategy for the next parliament — generating
an extra £6bn funding boost.

Today, we are proud to announce that £1bn of this money will be ring-fenced
and dedicated to 12 key priorities in mental health.

These priorities include improving waiting time standards for mental health
care on the NHS, providing support for pregnant women, and trebling the
number of people accessing psychological therapies.

You can read the full report here.

Why are we doing this? Because services have been stretched to breaking point
under the Conservatives, and promises made under the coalition have been
broken. Now people’s lives are at stake.

The Lib Dems believe that every progressive, future-facing country should
prioritise the mental health of its people.

If you share this vision, support us today:
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