
Remarks at the Healing Foundation
Bringing Them Home Breakfast

PRIME MINISTER:

I want to thank Aunty Matilda for her welcome to country and acknowledge we
are on Ngunnawal and Ngambri land and pay my respects to elders past and
present.

Thank you Professor Ngiare Brown for your leadership today and as a member of
the Indigenous Advisory Council.

I want to acknowledge Senator Nigel Scullion, the Minister for Indigenous
Affairs, the Honourable Ken Wyatt, Minister for Aged Care and Indigenous
Health, Bill Shorten, Leader of the Opposition and all other Members of
Parliament, ministerial colleagues, and especially the Honourable Linda
Burney, Member for Barton, Senator Malarndirri McCarthy, Senator Pat Dodson
and Senator Jacqui Lambie.

I want to also acknowledge Richard Weston, the Chief Executive of the Healing
Foundation and of course Mick Dodson, one of the authors of the Bringing Them
Home Report.

This week we honour those milestones that helped the nation chart a course
towards reconciliation – the 50th anniversary of the 1967 Referendum, 25
years since the Mabo High Court decision and 20 years, as Mick reminded us,
since the Bringing Them Home report.

Today, we again acknowledge the Stolen Generations – those Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children who were forcibly removed from their parents
simply because they were Aboriginal.

Again we say sorry.

We acknowledge that this removal separated you from your families, from your
lands and your languages and cultures that for 50,000 years your ancestors
had protected and cared for.

We acknowledge the continuing deep personal pain that affects your lives and
those of your families.

This is a period of our history where loss and grief almost consumed a
people.

As Prime Minister, I had a window into both this loss and grief, but also the
survival and resilience, in a very real way early last year.

In preparing the first Closing the Gap speech that I gave as Prime Minister I
wanted to show my respect to the original inhabitants of this land by
speaking in language. I wanted to show the richness and diversity of the

http://www.pm.gov.au/media/2017-05-23/remarks-healing-foundation-bringing-them-home-breakfast
http://www.pm.gov.au/media/2017-05-23/remarks-healing-foundation-bringing-them-home-breakfast


culture of our First Australians – something of which I believe we should all
be proud of.

While working with the Bell family and the Ngunnawal language group here in
Canberra, and one of the linguists from the Australian Institute of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, I was told: “We have lost many
words. Only fragments remain, but those are cherished and they’re being
recovered, drawn out from all of that loss and built patiently together,
rebuilt with research.”

And so for the first time as Prime Minister I was able to speak in the House
of Representatives in the language of the original inhabitants of this place.

Yanggu gulanyin ngalawiri, dhunayi, Ngunawal dhawra. Wanggarralijinyin mariny
bulan bugarabang.

I realised that not only had Aboriginal people been denied the right to their
families, but we had denied them the right to their stories, their songs,
their culture, their language.

And all Australians lost from that.

The Ngunnawal language group here in Canberra have recovered enough language
to write some children’s and other short books in language.

One of those remnants was a lullaby, an old Aboriginal woman remembered more
than a hundred years ago.

And this is some of what the old lady remembered:

Nudula nindi wurula bulu i bulu gun wurula bulu nura dula…nuru wurula guni

I am rocking you slowly skyward…singing.

It is heartbreaking to read those words – to speak them – knowing that a
little baby was rocked to sleep by a mother who wanted no more than that her
baby should be safe, comforted with a lullaby in her own tongue.

But that little baby was far from safe – nor was her mother, nor was the
language in which she sang.

Yes, loss, but this is also a story of survival.

And over the years, many of you here have bravely told your stories, as Mick
reminded us, including to the writers of the original report.

You stepped forward to hold a mirror up to our nation, for truth is the first
step towards healing.

So I want to acknowledge the hard work, the emotional work, of co-
commissioners Mick Dodson and the late Sir Roland Wilson, their staff and so
many others.

Thank you to the Healing Foundation’s Stolen Generations Reference Committee



for your work on the action plan for healing being presented today, two
decades on from the Bringing Them Home report.

In 2008, Prime Minister Rudd delivered the National Apology to the Stolen
Generations and their families. Your stories were no longer questioned. Your
pain was acknowledged, recognised.

On behalf of the nation we said sorry – you graciously held those long
awaited words in your hearts.

But there is much unfinished business. And today’s report will guide us on
the progress we are yet to make. As our Stolen Generations members’ age, your
needs are changing.

We will carefully consider the recommendations, and I want to thank you, all
of you who contributed.

In acknowledging the trauma of the past, we also look to the future with hope
and optimism.

We have Indigenous scholars, doctors, pilots, politicians, ministers. People
proud of their identity.

Together, we are building a country where our Indigenous children are limited
only by their imagination.

Tomorrow we will welcome 50 Young Indigenous Parliamentarians into the
building.

We can show Indigenous children from Cape York to Ceduna, from La Perouse to
Broome that they can be anything they set their mind to. That the equality
denied to you, the Stolen Generation because of your Aboriginal identity,
will not be denied to the children of today.

And as Prime Minister, I will continue to acknowledge that being Aboriginal
and a Torres Strait Islander Australian means to be successful, to achieve,
to have big dreams and high hopes, and to draw strength from your identity as
an Indigenous person in this great country. 

So thank you for this report, thank you and above all, thank you for the
gracious way that you have walked with us to heal these wounds as we build a
reconciled nation.

Thank you.

[ENDS]



Antarctic capacity will be boosted

Research vessel and icebreaker Xuelong (Snow Dragon) on a mission in
Antarctic on Dec 5, 2016. [Photo/CCTV] 

China published its first white paper on its Antarctic explorations on
Monday, pledging to boost its capabilities in the exploration and study of
the continent.

The paper says China will build a new permanent station and advanced
icebreakers, develop aerial capability for survey and transportation, and
design scientific apparatuses for the Antarctic environment. However, it does
not elaborate on schedules and details.

The white paper, China’s Antarctic Programs, was produced by the State
Oceanic Administration and released in Beijing on Monday, a day ahead of the
40th Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting, being held in the capital from
Tuesday to June 1.

About 400 delegates from 42 countries and 10 international organizations
planned to take part in the meeting, which is an annual decision-making
session established under the Antarctic Treaty. It will be China’s first time
to be host.

Vice-Premier Zhang Gaoli will attend the meeting’s opening on Tuesday and
will address the group, Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Hua Chunying said at a
news conference last week.

The main topics are to include the implementation of the Antarctic Treaty
system, climate change’s impacts, tourism, and special protection and
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management regions, Hua said.

China signed the Antarctic Treaty in 1983 and became a consultative member
two years later. It sent its first Antarctic expedition in 1984 and set up
its first permanent station the next year. It now maintains four Antarctic
stations－Changcheng, Zhongshan, Taishan and Kunlun, and has sent 33
expeditions.

Chinese scientists have chosen a site for China’s fifth Antarctic station,
which will be near the Ross Sea, in the Southern Ocean, Lin Shanqing, deputy
head of the State Oceanic Administration, said in April. He said that experts
had inspected five locations including Inexpressible Island and the Brown
Peninsula during the 33rd Antarctic expedition, which concluded in April.

Preparation work for the new station has been completed and construction will
start as soon as 2018, Lin said.

China has also finished the site selection and survey for its first airfield
in Antarctica, and construction is planned to start as early as the end of
this year.

The airfield will be able to handle fixed-wing aircraft. At first there will
be only one runway and fixed-wing aircraft will need to be equipped with a
pair of runners to land, said Sun Bo, deputy director of the administration’s
Polar Research Institute of China. Other planned runways in the same area
will be flatter and thus capable of handling large airplanes not equipped
with runners.

New rules cause hassles for fliers
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Check-in desks at Terminal 2 of Beijing Capital International Airport [File
Photo]

Several airports have started requiring Chinese passengers to present their
ID cards to board domestic flights despite the fact they made the bookings
with passports, causing confusion among fliers.

The new security rule had been introduced without notice at several airports
by Monday afternoon.

According to customer service employees at airports that have adopted the
rule, including Shanghai Hongqiao and Guangzhou Baiyun international
airports, the practice started on May 8 and is a result of new guidelines
from the Civil Aviation Administration of China.

China Daily reporters contacted 29 airports in the four municipalities as
well as 24 provincial and regional capitals on Monday. Customer service
employees at 13 airports said Chinese passengers must present ID cards to fly
domestically, even as a stopover on an international flight that was booked
with a passport.

Details of the guidelines remain unknown, and the CAAC declined to comment.

The change has affected many passengers, including those who earlier traveled
abroad with only a passport yet found they had to wait up to several hours
for a temporary travel permit before they were allowed to transfer onto a
domestic flight.

Chinese people who work and study abroad are among those affected.

“Many students, including me, usually leave our Chinese ID cards at home



because they are no use in the U.S. and we can board domestic flights in
China with our passports,” said Li Ye, 21, who is studying in New York.

“Many of my friends have decided to fly directly or stop over in foreign
cities to bypass the new rule,” she said.

Customer service employees at Shanghai Pudong and Beijing capital
international airports said Chinese passengers could still travel on domestic
flights with passports, as they had not received any orders to the contrary.

“We strongly suggest people carry their ID cards if they plan to travel with
their passports because the new rule may come into effect soon,” a security
officer at Shanghai Pudong International Airport said on Monday.

China stresses law enforcement on
solid waste management

Zhang Dejiang (3rd L), chairman of the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress (NPC), presides over a meeting on monitoring the

implementation of a solid waste control law in Beijing, capital of China,
May 22, 2017. [Xinhua]

At a Monday meeting, China’s top legislature emphasized monitoring the
implementation of a solid waste control law.
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Zhang Dejiang, chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress (NPC), presided over the meeting.

The solid waste control law is important to the country’s environmental
protection to improve national health, protect the environment and promote
sustainable development, said Zhang.

He underlined the need for the government to strongly punish any violation of
the law.

The NPC Standing Committee will dispatch teams to monitor the implementation
of the law between May and August.

Zhang said the NPC should intensify publicity and education on the solid
waste control law and elevate public awareness of solid waste management.

The NPC will also launch a nationwide survey on the implementation of the
solid waste control law on the websites of the NPC, Xinhua News Agency and
People’s Daily.

EU-Cuba High-level discussion on human
rights in Brussels

On 22 May, the EU and Cuba held their third high-level discussion on human
rights in Brussels.

The EU delegation was headed by EU Special Representative for Human Rights,
Stavros Lambrinidis and included the Managing Director for the Americas of
the European External Action Service (EEAS), Edita Hrdá, as well as other
representatives of the EEAS, the European Commission and the EU Delegation to
Cuba. Rodolfo Reyes Rodríguez, Director General for Multilateral Issues and
International Law of the Cuban Ministry for Foreign Affairs led the Cuban
side, and was accompanied by Cuban Ambassador / Head of the Mission to the EU
Norma Goicochea Estenoz, as well as other officials of the Cuban Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Both sides had an extensive discussion on constitutional, legal and
administrative aspects of citizens’ participation in public affairs, notably
with regard to the recent and forthcoming elections in the EU and in Cuba,
where municipal elections will take place in 2017 and a new President will be
elected in 2018. The EU underlined the importance of complying with
international human rights electoral standards, including free access to
media and to information, freedoms of expression, association and assembly so
that voices from different parts of the political spectrum can be heard and 
participate.
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In the area of economic and social rights, the EU and Cuba addressed the
coverage of social protection systems and the promotion of social dialogue.
The respect for core labour standards, the fight against discrimination and
the inclusion of disadvantaged groups were also raised.

The two sides moreover discussed the protection of human rights of migrants
and refugees in the context of migration flows implicating Cuba and the EU,
and the promotion and protection of the right to health, in particular for
persons in vulnerable situations. Both sides agreed to explore the
possibility of setting up a sectoral dialogue on social issues, as well as
trilateral cooperation on global health in line with the 2030 Agenda on
Sustainable Development. In follow-up to the last high-level discussion on
human rights, they also addressed the situation of freedom of association and
expression, including ways of engagement with peaceful civil society
activists in Cuba and the EU, as well as on possibilities of all civil
society to freely participate in public life. Finally, the two sides explored
opportunities for closer EU-Cuba cooperation in multilateral human rights
fora.

The talks reconfirmed the wish of both sides to deepen their dialogue and
understanding in the area of human rights, with a view to developing
cooperation to attain the objectives of the EU-Cuba partnership. The EU and
Cuba affirmed their commitment for even closer engagement under the EU-Cuba
Agreement on Political Dialogue and Cooperation.

Background

High Representative / Vice-President Federica Mogherini and the Foreign
Minister of Cuba Bruno Rodriguez agreed in April 2015 to start EU-Cuba human
rights consultations, anticipating on the negotiations of a bilateral
Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement. The Agreement, which was signed
in December 2016, will open a new chapter in EU-Cuban relations and contains
detailed provisions on the promotion of human rights, an essential element of
the bilateral partnership. It notably foresees the establishment of a
structured Human Rights Dialogue that will allow both sides to share
experiences and best practices, build capacities, and provide training or
technical cooperation to address specific issues. The application of the PDCA
should thus provide significantly enhanced opportunities for further
discussions and dialogue in this and all other areas covered by the
Agreement.

The Agreement is currently being reviewed by the European Parliament and
should soon be applied provisionally, pending its ratification by Cuba and
the EU and its Member States.


