
Unisex restroom slow to gain
popularity

The first unisex public restroom in Shanghai [Photo/ThePaper.cn] 

Shanghai’s first unisex public restroom, designed to help reduce waiting
times for women, is failing to woo users, especially females.

The restroom’s automatic tally device showed that only about 100 people a day
have used it since it opened in November, a rate far lower than other public
restrooms in the city.

That could partly be a result of its secluded location – a green space in the
city’s Pudong New Area that is far from bustling streets or residential
areas. Most users are migrant laborers working nearby, with only about 10
percent of its users female.

There have also been complaints that some male users smoke in the restroom,
which is forbidden.

“Most of the users are male workers at nearby construction sites, and I have
totally different hygienic habits from them,” said Zhang Xia, a female who
regularly uses the toilet. “Sometimes it’s really uncomfortable to use the
toilet.”

Another user, who only agreed to disclose her surname Jiang, said, “It’s
really embarrassing and I would like to use other washrooms, even though it’s
a 5 to 10 minute walk from work.”

She added that people smoking in the facility or failing to flush it
sometimes made her feel sick.
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With 10 unisex cubicles, the public restroom has a separate men-only area
featuring four urinals, and another space allocated for people with
disabilities and users with children.

“I think it’s fine,” said Wang Lian, who used the restroom for the first time
on Friday. “It can reduce waiting times for females who often take longer to
use the toilets, and the LED screen at the top of each cubicle clearly shows
whether it is vacant or occupied.”

Zhang Hui, a male working at a nearby construction site, said that the higher
and stronger partitions between cubicles ensure a more private space.

“However, there is no clear sign indicating the restroom is a unisex one. I
felt really confused when I used it for the first time,” he added.

Gu Chunming, who cleans the restroom, said the environment and facility of
the unisex restroom is much better than most of the other public restrooms in
Shanghai, despite her annoyance about some users’ bad habits.

“Smoking is the biggest problem,” she said. “Warnings are posted at the
entrance, but it still can’t be stopped.”

Authorities have said that they will evaluate the response to the restroom
before deciding whether to build more in the city.

Federica Mogherini hosts an informal
gathering with Prime Minist

Federica Mogherini, High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission, hosted an
informal gathering with the Prime Ministers of the Western Balkans partners,
Prime Minister of Montenegro Duško Marković, Prime Minister of Kosovo Isa
Mustafa, Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, Prime Minister of
Serbia Aleksandar Vučić, Prime Minister-designate of the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia Zoran Zaev, and Bosnia and Herzegovina Council of
Ministers Chairman Denis Zvizdić to discuss the way forward for the
region’s EU membership perspective.

All present confirmed their full commitment to continue working for
the European Union integration process, as confirmed by the EU at the March
2017 European Council. They reiterated their determination and strong shared
interest in strengthening cooperation and bringing about tangible
results for the lives of the citizens of the region. They emphasised their
commitment to good neighbourly relations and deepening regional
understanding, through mutual respect and cooperation.
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High Representative/Vice-President Mogherini encouraged the six Prime
Ministers to accelerate the necessary work in order to meet their citizens’
expectations and move closer to their European Union future.

Remarks at the Indigenous Youth
Parliamentarians’ Reception

PRIME MINISTER:

Thank you Tom, thank you Tina.

Yanggu gulanyin ngalawiri, dhunayi, Ngunawal dhawra. Wanggarralijinyin mariny
bulan bugarabang.

Thank you Tina for your welcome to Ngunnawal country. We acknowledge and
honour your elders past and present here today. Bill Shorten, Opposition
Leader, my ministerial colleagues Nigel Scullion, Ken Wyatt and other
ministerial colleagues, all assembled here, parliamentary colleagues one and
all.

‘67 campaigners and Mabo plaintiffs, thank you. You have built the great
foundations on which the young Indigenous Youth Parliamentarians with whom we
were selfie-ing and catching up only a short while ago on the terrace, you’ve
built the great foundations that you’re building on.

As you’ve seen this week, we’re honouring those milestones that helped our
nation chart a course towards reconciliation and healing. The 50th
anniversary of the ‘67 referendum. 25 years since the Mabo decision. 20 years
since the Bringing Them Home report.

You’ve been brought here as a wonderful initiative, 50 of you, by the
Australian Electoral Commission and with the YMCA and the Museum of
Australian Democracy who’ve worked together to make this what I’m sure will
be a memorable week.

We have had a good discussion earlier, in somewhat less formal surroundings.
But I want to say to you again, what I said then; you young Australians,
young Indigenous Australians can do anything.

There is nothing beyond your reach. Nothing that you can dream of that you
cannot achieve.

You have the great foundations of 50,000 years of culture and history.

You have the great example of the leadership of the ‘67 campaigners, young
people then, young still at heart, as they’ve all assured me, but young
people. Think of Charlie Perkins, a university student at Sydney University,
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yet he led the Freedom Riders to raise the awareness right across Australia,
the human rights at stake in our country.

As we were saying earlier about that wonderful badge – “Vote yes for
Aborigines”, and as I observed today, inspired by you giving me that badge –
thank you –  that was a “vote yes,” the nation voted yes by 90.77 per cent.
That’s a big majority in anyone’s language, we don’t often see that in
Australian politics.

A big win. That was a “vote yes for Aborigines.” But it was also a vote for
Australian values and fairness and a fair go. And that result was because of
tireless work and advocacy and courage, of greats like Faith Bandler, Jessie
Street, Doug Nichols, Bill Onus, Bert Groves, Joe McGinness and the great
poet Oodgeroo Noonuccal.

Oodgeroo said afterwards: “The victory of the 1967 referendum was not a
change of white attitudes. The real victory was the spirit of hope and
optimism which affected blacks all over Australia. We had won something. We
were visible, hopeful and vocal.”

Our young Indigenous Parliamentarians, and the AEC and you’ve brought here
today, this week, walk in those footsteps, visible, hopeful and vocal.

We have been honoured by the presence of some of those campaigners from ‘67
in the Parliament today. Aunty Dulcie Flower, Aunty Shirley Peisley, Aunty
Ruth Wallace, Aunty Diana Travis, Uncle Bob Anderson, Barrie Pittock, and
Uncle Alf Neal, are just some of those heroes on whose shoulders we all
stand.

But you young Indigenous Parliamentarians can draw so much inspiration from.

The ‘67 campaigners and the Mabo plaintiffs, all showed the humility and the
resilience required to bring people on the journey and unite a nation rather
than divide it. They found the balance between strength and humility, true
leaders, great leaders.

And I want to encourage all of you in the Indigenous Youth Parliament to
reflect on the style of leader you want to be. Reflect on the values you hope
to demonstrate and hold true to those values as you set out on your
leadership journey.

Neville Bonner was born on Ukerebagh Island in Northern New South Wales, he
was a cane cutter and a stockman. Yet he was able to open the door for others
when he became the first indigenous Member of Parliament.

When he rose for the first time in the Senate Chamber in the Old Parliament
of course, down the hill, he said “all within me that is Aboriginal yearns to
be heard as the voice of the Indigenous people of Australia. For too long we
have been crying out and far too few have heard us.”

He was heard and he was followed.

And today there are five indigenous Members of Parliament. You bring the same



pride and strength Senator Bonner brought to the heart of our democracy,
taken on enormous responsibility as well as enormous opportunity to make a
difference.

Ken Wyatt, the first indigenous member of the House of Representatives now
the first indigenous member in a Commonwealth Government. Linda Burney, first
indigenous woman to be elected to the House of Representatives, and in the
Senate, Senator Pat Dodson, Senator Malarndirri McCarthy and Senator Jacqui
Lambie.

Now our future is bright and I can see how we can quickly grow from five
indigenous members of our parliament to many more. Given the talent, the
passion and the energy of the people here today.

We look forward to one day soon, to the first Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander Prime Minister.

What a great moment that would be.

Now when people look back in another fifty years from now, I hope they will
be mentioning the names of the people in this room. The names of the young
people in this room tonight.

But the key as I said to you all earlier, to grasping those opportunities is
education. That is the key that unlocks the door that opens out to all of
your dreams.

And so that is why today we’ve announced a $138 million education package to
further enable the economic and social inclusion for which the ’67
campaigners fought.

That’s the future people like Faith Bandler, Charlie Perkins and Eddie Mabo
saw when they decided not to accept the status quo.

So in this room tonight we have both history and hope; we remember the heroes
of the past, acknowledging their families who are with us; and we look at all
these young faces full of promise, who are the leaders and will be the bright
lights of the future.

As Prime Minister I will always acknowledge that being an Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander Australian means to be successful to achieve, to have
big dreams and high hopes. To draw strength from your identity as an
indigenous person in this great country.

You young Australians can do anything, believe in yourselves. You are capable
of the greatest achievements. With education, passion, self-belief and
confidence, you can achieve your dreams.

Now the ’67 campaigners and the Mabo plaintiffs showed that everyone has the
power to lead change and make a difference. Their legacy asks that you, what
your contribution will be, what will your legacy be?

The challenges are limitless. Challenge yourself, dream great dreams and go



out and achieve them.

Believe me all Australians will be cheering you on.

Thank you very much and congratulations for being here for this week.

[ENDS]

ESMA publishes updated AIFMD and UCITS
Q&As

The AIFMD Q&As include three new questions and answers on:

Reporting to National Competent Authorities (NCAs) on the breakdown
between retail and professional investors;

Notification of AIFMs on the AIFs to be managed, if domiciled in another
Member State; and

Use by an AIF of the exemption for intragroup transactions under Article
4(2) of Regulation (EU) 648/2012 (EMIR), if subject to the clearing
obligation of Article 4(1) of EMIR.

The UCITS Q&As include one new question and answer on:

Application to UCITS of the exemption for intragroup transactions under
Article 4(2) of Regulation (EU) 648/2012 (EMIR), if subject to the
clearing obligation of Article 4(1) of EMIR.

The purpose of these Q&A documents is to promote common supervisory
approaches and practices of both the AIFMD and the UCITS Directive and their
implementing measures.
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Notification of AIFMs on the AIFs to be managed, if domiciled in another
Member State; and

Use by an AIF of the exemption for intragroup transactions under Article
4(2) of Regulation (EU) 648/2012 (EMIR), if subject to the clearing
obligation of Article 4(1) of EMIR.

The UCITS Q&As include one new question and answer on:

Application to UCITS of the exemption for intragroup transactions under
Article 4(2) of Regulation (EU) 648/2012 (EMIR), if subject to the
clearing obligation of Article 4(1) of EMIR.

The purpose of these Q&A documents is to promote common supervisory
approaches and practices of both the AIFMD and the UCITS Directive and their
implementing measures.


