
Jiaolong completes 20th dive in
Mariana Trench

China’s manned submersible “Jiaolong” surfaces after its dive in the Mariana
Trench, June 1, 2017. [Photo/Xinhua]

China’s manned submersible “Jiaolong” Thursday conducted its 20th dive in the
Mariana Trench, the world’s deepest-known trench, since 2012.

The dive began at 4:43 p.m. local time, with three crew onboard working
underwater for half an hour.

During the mission, the crew studied deep-sea biotic communities and
distribution of species in the trench. They also brought back sea water
samples.

Observations and sampling were carried out along the sedimentary area and
rock-fracture zone of the trench.

Jiaolong has completed the highest number of dives in the trench by a manned
submersible, and has reached a depth over 6,500 meters on 12 dives.

This mission is the third and final stage of China’s 38th oceanic scientific
expedition.

“It provides us with the first-hand data and samples for the country’s
research in deep-sea science,” said Wu Changbin, commander of the
expedition’s third stage.
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HIV students to get a separate Gaokao

Students in Linfen Red Ribbon School prepare for the national college
entrance exam, May 25, 2017. [Photo/Xinhua] 

A school for children infected with HIV in north China has been given
permission to hold the national college entrance examination in its
classrooms to prevent potential disruption for other students taking the
test.

Sixteen of the 36 students enrolled at Linfen Red Ribbon School in Shanxi
Province will take the exam, known as the Gaokao, on June 7 and 8.

The school, which opened in 2004, offers 12 years of elementary education to
children who were infected with HIV－usually in their mothers’ wombs or
through breastfeeding. It will be the first time any of its students have
taken the exam.

The Shanxi Education Commission gave permission for the independent testing
site shortly after the school held a commencement ceremony for its first high
school graduates.

“I take that as a goodwill stance by the authorities,” said principal Guo
Xiaoping. “We have to face the reality that discrimination is still rife
against people living with HIV and AIDS.”

He said his students are allowed to take the exam at the regular examination
site, which is 20 kilometers from the school, but that taking it in a
familiar environment would help their performance.
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Hu Zetao, 18, who is among the students who will take the exam, appeared in a
public service announcement with China’s first lady, Peng Liyuan, to fight
AIDS discrimination in 2012. In that widely circulated presentation, he
showed his face and became familiar to the public. Guo said it made him a
public figure in Linfen.

Hu said he and his fellow students were determined to attend universities in
other parts of the country.

“Fewer people know us there and we are more likely to have a normal college
life,” he said.

Chinese law safeguards the privacy of people with HIV and AIDS. Also, HIV is
not tested during the routine health check for college entrance.

Guo said tolerance for HIV-positive people is much better at universities
where students are adults, compared with primary and middle schools.

“I hope our children can lead a normal life after college,” he said. But for
Hu, it’s much harder, as he became well known during many awareness-raising
events.

With the Gaokao approaching, “I feel increasingly nervous”, Hu conceded.

“I don’t know whether any college will accept me, whether the college
teachers will treat me like they do others or whether other college students
will study beside me and live in the same dormitory with me,” Hu said.

But he said he was committed to a lifelong fight against AIDS and related
discrimination. Guo said he would help communicate with the universities that
students from Linfen Red Ribbon School strive for normal and happy study
lives.

After Hu and his classmates leave for colleges following the Gaokao, Guo
said, “We’ll have our next college entrance examination in six to seven
years, and I am confident a more tolerant and well-informed society then will
welcome the HIV-positive children to sit in the examination side by side with
the HIV-free ones,” he said.

Without intervention, 30 percent of HIV-positive women will pass on the virus
to their children. Currently, roughly 5.7 percent of infected mothers give
birth to an HIV-positive baby, government statistics show.

Interview with Haidi Lun, Bloomberg

HAIDI LUN:

Prime Minister I know you’re off to Singapore soon to deliver this keynote
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address at the Shangri-La Dialogue, its widely expected to be your most
substantial remarks when it comes to geopolitics and foreign policy, defence
and security to date. I want to start with Senator John McCain’s comments,
his, sort of, call for the US and it’s allies to do more when it comes to
countering China in the South China Sea. He’s said specifically there should
be patrols within 12 nautical miles. Is that something Australia would be
considering? 

PRIME MINISTER:

Well we maintain and exercise our right to freedom of navigation and
overflight throughout the region, and of course over the South China Sea. We
repeat the calls that we’ve made and the solidarity we’ve shown with other
nations in the region including the ASEAN nations to ensure that the rule of
law is completed with, that no unilateral actions are taken in the South
China Sea, which would exacerbate tensions, and that any territorial disputes
are resolved in accordance with the international law.

HAIDI LUN:

China has continued to aggressively build out in the area though. Does that
put Australia in a difficult situation given how reliant we are economically
and strategically when it comes to our relationship with China?

PRIME MINISTER:

We have a very strong relationship with China. We have a very strong, rock-
solid alliance with the United States, that’s the bedrock of our whole
national security. May I just say this to you? That we will continue to
maintain and exercise freedom of navigation and overflight.

HAIDI LUN:

Do you agree with Senator McCain’s comments that China is acting more and
more like a bully?

PRIME MINISTER:

Senator McCain can speak, and very eloquently, for himself. He had a very
good visit here in Australia and we were very honoured to receive him as a
very good friend of Australia. He’s a wonderful advocate for ANZUS, the
Australia-US Alliance. He is and has always been a great friend of Australia.

As far as the relationship with China is concerned, it is important that as
China rises, as its economic power grows, as its influence grows, that it
does so peacefully and in a manner that respects the rights of all the
countries. It’s vitally important.

President Xi has spoken of making sure to avoid the Thucydides trap,
referring back to the great history of the war between Athens and Sparta. The
historian and general Thucydides said that the real cause of the war, was
anxiety created by the rise of Athens. President Xi is very aware of this.
It’s very important that China – which has been such an enormous beneficiary,



none bigger – of the peace and stability in the Asia Pacific region, which
has seen harmony over many decades, it is vitally important that China
respect that; respects the rule of law, respects the principle that might is
not right.

HAIDI LUN:

That sort of leads me to wanting to know more about these comments that your
Foreign Minister made, saying that essentially China cannot continue to
thrive or reach its full potential as a global player, if it doesn’t embrace
a rules-based level of democracy. Do you think democratisation is necessary?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well I won’t comment on your characterisation. I just say this to you; that
respecting the rule of law and respecting the rights of other countries,
their sovereign rights, in accordance with international law, is absolutely
critical. We all have a vested interest in the maintenance of the rule of law
in our region. All of us have to work hard together to maintain it. What
Australia takes, the message I take to the Shangri-La Dialogue, is the
commitment and the leadership –  not as a superpower, as a middle power, as a
regional power – to work with our partners in the region. The largest powers,
the middle powers, everybody. In Lee Kuan Yew’s words, ‘the big fish, the
small fish and the shrimps’, to work with everybody to ensure that we
maintain that harmony that has been the foundation of so much prosperity and
human advancement over these past four decades and more.

HAIDI LUN:

Lee Kuan Yew had less of a challenge than the Presidency does when it comes
to China, but as you hinted to earlier, the rhetoric coming from Beijing,
from President Xi has been, he’s been kind of, a champion of free trade, of
the you know, ‘new international liberal order’. Is there a sense that
there’s a vacuum being made by the US becoming more inward looking,
retreating essentially? Leaving the gap open for Beijing to take its place?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well I’ll leave the commentary to you and your colleagues at Bloomberg. From
our point of view, we believe –and we know – that free trade and open markets
has delivered enormous prosperity to our region. Billions of people have been
lifted out of poverty by the peace, the stability and the free trade, the
open markets that have depended on that stability. You see, that’s the
foundation, that is the absolute essential. Put that at risk, then everything
else is put at risk. The economic growth is put at risk, your stability is
put at risk, the chances of young people to get ahead and get an education is
put at risk.

So that peace, that stability which has been the foundation of our prosperity
in the region, that is what we must work hard to maintain. That’s why it’s
important that all of the nations, particularly those in the region, come
together at the Shangri-La Dialogue, recognise that; understand each other,



understand their perspectives and work more closely together.

HEIDI LUN:

Do you support Beijing becoming a greater international power? Do you think
China is ready?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well China is already a great power. China is a quarter of the world’s
population. It is the second largest economy by most measures and will
shortly be the largest. By some measures, it already is the largest. China’s
rise has been extraordinarily rapid. I mean, it is one of the elements, one
of the biggest elements in the nature of the times in which we live.

We’re living in a time of change unprecedented in its scale and pace. You
think about this. 40 years ago, China was barely engaged in the global
economy. Then Deng Xiaoping came south and he opened up China to the world.
He began that process and remember when he said  – the great Chinese
navigator Zheng He – when he sailed down through the Pacific and into the
Indian Ocean: “In those days, when China was open to the world it was strong.
Then when it closed it became weak”, he said. “China must be open to the
world again”.

That process has all taken place in the lifetimes of most of us. It has been
so rapid. Of course that is why, naturally, it can create tensions and
anxieties. This is what President Xi recognises. He recognises the point when
he says China must avoid the Thucydides trap. That’s why it’s important for
China, as it grow, as its influence grows, as its economic power grows –
these are all natural developments – but what it must do is build confidence.
Build confidence that as a big neighbour and the bigger neighbour, it will be
a good neighbour. That’s why the confidence building, the respect for the
rule of law, the respect for the sovereign rights of other countries, large
and small, is important.

HAIDI LUN:

Just as an example, with all the same [inaudible] this year, is taking a more
assertive stance when it comes to dealing with North Korea, with that special
relationship, a timely test of how China can prove itself?

PRIME MINISTER:

Yes well, North Korea’s conduct is reckless, dangerous and becoming more so.
It threatens the peace of the region and in fact threatens the peace of the
world. China has enormous leverage over North Korea. North Korea is not a
client state like East Germany was to the Soviet Union, that’s true. China
has had many frustrations in its dealing with Pyongyang. But nonetheless, the
fact of the matter remains that China has the greatest leverage over North
Korea. With the greatest leverage, comes the greatest responsibility. So we
will do our part, sanctions of course. But we look to Beijing to bring the
pressure to bear on the regime in Pyongyang, to bring it to its senses. To
bring it to its senses so that it ceases threatening the peace of the region



with its reckless conduct.

HAIDI LUN:

The recent G7 Prime Minister, seemed to portend something of a seismic shift
when it comes to global alliances. Angela Merkel suggesting that Germany
cannot continue to rely on the US, on the UK, that Europeans must take charge
of their own destiny. If such, you know, an alliance steeped in tradition, in
deep friendship, the post-War alliance can be looking so fractured at the
moment, what does that mean for Australia? You say that, you know, the US and
Australia have these shared values, this special relationship. But do we
really?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well of course we do. Our alliance is stronger than ever. The Australia-US
Alliance is more important than ever, as President Trump and I demonstrated
when we were together on the USS Intrepid in New York a little while ago. Our
commitment, the commitment of our two nations, based on our history, based on
our shared values, based on our mutual interests, is stronger than ever.

You know, it is 99 years since the first time Australians and Americans went
into combat together in the First World War. Since that time, in every major
conflict, Australia has stood with the United States. We are the firmest of
allies.

Now having said that, everyone has to pull their weight. We understand that
and we are doing that. We are bringing our defence expenditure up to two per
cent of GDP. Under my Government, we are making the biggest investment in our
defence capabilities in peacetime in our history. A massive expansion of our
defence capabilities, building a whole sovereign defence industry here in
Australia. So we recognise that everyone must play their part and Australia
is doing precisely that.

HAIDI LUN:

Is there a concern though that President Trump has proven himself to be
irrational at times? Erratic, shall say when it comes to policy decisions and
at other times, transactional. Is that level of good faith between Australia
and the US something that can still be applied?

PRIME MINISTER:

The relationship is in the very best of health. Look, the relationship
between the United States and Australia is as strong as any relationship
could be. It is based on history, shared values, common interests, the
closest possible engagement at every level. Defence, political, economic,
business, people-to-people, family. It is the closest possible relationship
and it gets stronger all the time. As a symbol of that, as an example of
that, you saw the celebration, the commemoration of the Battle of the Coral
Sea on the Intrepid in New York. Of course the President and I both spoke as
we honoured those old veterans of that conflict, men in their nineties who
turned the hinge of fate, who saved Australia, turned the course of the



Second World War when they were teenagers in the Australian and US navies.

HAIDI LUN:

Prime Minister I want to talk about this issue of intelligence sharing. In
light of the leaks from Manchester, in light of these reports that President
Trump shared confidential information with senior Russian officials, have you
sought on behalf of Australia, assurances that intelligence shared will be
maintained as being classified?

PRIME MINISTER:

The intelligence relationship, as you know, between Australia and the United
States is also intensely close, the Five Eyes arrangements. We have every
confidence in the confidentiality of the intelligence we share with our
friends in the United States, just as they do in the confidence we give to
the intelligence that they share with us. But I want to say to you that
intelligence is more important than ever and in particular in the battle
against terrorism. It is a global phenomenon. You know, the global threat of
Islamist terrorism extends from Europe, to the Middle East, to Asia, to the
Americas, to Australia. So the sharing of intelligence, not just between the
Five Eyes but between all nations that are committed to defeating this
scourge, is more important than ever.

HAIDI LUN:

Have you sought assurances from President Trump?

PRIME MINISTER:

I can assure you, we are assured, always assured of the strongest security
and the strongest confidentiality as between our intelligence services. It is
a relationship of many decades standing and one which is  – again – as rock-
solid and part of the Alliance.

HAIDI LUN:

President Trump has suggested that the US may withdraw from the Paris Accord
on climate change, what would that mean for US leadership? What would it mean
for the Paris accord?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well, the Paris Agreement has been entered into by over 140 countries
including Australia. We are committed to it. As I’ve said publically, both
recently and since last year, the United States will obviously make its own
decision. But Australia will remain committed to the Paris Agreement. When we
enter into national agreements, we stick with them. We are on track to meet
our emission reduction targets in accordance with the Paris Treaty and we are
committed to that.

HAIDI LUN:



There’s [inaudible] Donald Trump [inaudible] special relationship with
Australia and the United States, we’ve spoken of that in this conversation.
But when you take a look at a President who is against free trade, who is
protectionist, who is against refugees, against multiculturalism you could
say and against tackling climate change, what are the shared values?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well I don’t agree with all of those premises. I mean you talk about trade
for example, President Trump has talked about fair trade. He wants to do more
trade agreements, but he wants to do ones on better terms. So he is a
businessman, that’s been his whole life’s experience. He wants to engage in
trade, he’s been an international businessman. But he wants to do so on the
best terms he can negotiate. Well, that’s, he’s entitled to do that. I guess
every national leader seeks to do that. But from our part, we have no doubt
that free trade, open markets, advancing the economic integration,
particularly in our region, has been to the enormous benefit of our region.
Plainly so. That is why we all have a vested interest in maintain it.

HAIDI LUN:

Is there an interest or a sense that given the shifting sands of alliances,
Australia should be rebalancing it’s ties towards China?

PRIME MINISTER:

We have a very strong relationship, a very good relationship with China, with
our largest trading partner in terms of [inaudible]. In terms of our economic
relationship, you’d say the United States would be a larger one given the
scale of their investment in Australia, but we have strong economic relations
with both China and the United States. But we have, with the United States,
an alliance. An alliance based on decades of shared values, shared interests,
common, mutual service in freedoms cause around the world. So there isn’t a
question of choice. We have a very good friend in Beijing and we have a good
friend and a steadfast ally in Washington.

HAIDI LUN:

Prime Minister one last word on the domestic policy agenda, you know, it
feels that voters perhaps are a little bit confused. Because before you
became Prime Minister, you had very clear views when it comes to same sex
marriage, when it comes to tackling climate change. Since then you have not
really taken a stand on some of these issues. What would you say to voters
who might be wondering what your policy platform is right now.

PRIME MINISTER:

Our policy is very clear. I mean you ask about climate change, we are
committed to reducing our greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with our
commitments under the Paris Treaty. Which is, reducing from 2005 levels by 26
to 28 per cent by 2030. It is one of the highest per capita reduction
targets, which is of course, the best comparable measure. So it is a very
substantial commitment and we have the measures and policies in place to



achieve that. Of course we are making very substantial commitments. Look at
the commitment that we’ve made to expand the Snowy Hydro Scheme. This is the
largest expansion of pumped hydro storage in Australia and indeed in the
Southern Hemisphere. Of course, it is storage that makes renewables reliable.
The challenge that as we move to a more distributed model of electricity
generation and you have more wind and solar in particular, you know, the
costs of those technologies is coming down, that’s been one of the big
technological advances, nonetheless they are variable or intermittent sources
of generation. So storage is important, batteries are important. Of course,
at a large scale, there is no substitute at least currently for pumped hydro.
We’re talking about a massive expansion here just in the Snowy scheme alone.
There are other projects being worked on in that vein. So my Government is
taking the lead and doing the practical things to ensure that we meet our
climate change commitments. You asked me about same sex marriage. I support
it, but we went to the election, as you know, with a commitment to have a
national vote on the matter, a plebiscite. If the Labor Party had not blocked
that in the Senate, it would have been held by now, some months ago. It would
have been held in February. I’ve no doubt the Australian people would have
voted yes. Same sex marriage would now be legal. So the only reason that has
not happened is because of the political gaming and tactics of Mr Shorten and
the Labor Party. Mr Shorten, who I might add, three years ago, actually said
he supported a plebiscite on the issue.

HAIDI LUN:

Prime Minister thank you so much for your time.

PRIME MINISTER:

Thanks Haidi.

[ENDS]

Union des marchés des capitaux: accord
sur les règles relatives au capital-
risque

On 23 June 2016 citizens of the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the
European Union (EU). On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European
Council of its intention to leave the EU by…

Over the past 20 years, the European Union has put in place some of the
highest common asylum standards in the world. And in the past two years,
European migration policy has advanced in leaps and…
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‘Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.It will
be built through concrete achievementswhich first create a de facto
solidarity.’Robert Schuman9 May 1950On 25 March 2017,…

In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate
destabilisation of a neighbouring sovereign country, the EU has imposed
restrictive measures against the Russian Federation.Overview…

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his annual State
of the Union speech at the European Parliament on 14 September 2016, just two
days ahead of the informal meeting of 27…

Enlargement is the process whereby countries join the EU. Since it was
founded in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 member countries to 28.Any European
country that respects the principles of liberty,…

Statement by Climate Action and Energy
Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete on
the US announcement to withdraw from
the Paris Agreement

“Today is a sad day for the global community, as a key partner turns its back
on the fight against climate change. The EU deeply regrets the unilateral
decision by the Trump administration to withdraw the US from the Paris
Agreement. 

The Paris Agreement brought us together in very challenging times. It is an
unprecedented multilateral partnership between nearly 200 countries,
supported by companies and communities across the world, to address a problem
that threatens us all. It demonstrates our generation’s responsibility
towards this and future generations. 

The Paris Agreement is fit for purpose. Paris is ambitious yet not
prescriptive. The Paris Agreement allows each Party to forge its own path to
contributing to the goals of preventing dangerous climate change. So there is
room for the US to chart its own course within the Paris Agreement. 195
countries have signed the Paris Agreement, 195 different paths to meeting the
Paris goals.

The Paris Agreement will endure. The world can continue to count on Europe
for global leadership in the fight against climate change. Europe will lead
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through ambitious climate policies and through continued support to the poor
and vulnerable.

The EU will strengthen its existing partnerships and seek new alliances from
the world’s largest economies to the most vulnerable island states. This
partnership will of course include the many US businesses, citizens and
communities that have voiced their support for Paris and are taking ambitious
climate action. Together, we will stand by Paris, we will implement Paris. 

We will do this because it is in our common interest.  We see the Paris
Agreement and the low-carbon transition for what it is, the irreversible
growth engine of our economies and the key to protecting our planet.

Today’s announcement has galvanised us rather than weakened us, and this
vacuum will be filled by new broad committed leadership. Europe and its
strong partners all around the world are ready to lead the way. We will work
together to face one of the most compelling challenges of our time.

We will do it, together. We are on the right side of history.” 


