
China explores ways to purge
commercialization of Buddhism

China has explored numerous means, including information disclosure and
lawmaking, to tackle the increasing commercialization in places of worship
across the country.

New forms of infringement of religious rights and interests have sprung up,
making it more urgent to protect and promote these rights, said Jiang
Jianyong, deputy head of the State Administration for Religious Affairs.

Jiang made the remarks at a meeting of the Buddhist Association of China
(BAC) held in the city of Changsha in central China’s Hunan Province this
week, with delegates from 14 provinces and municipalities in attendance.

According to some delegates, companies and individuals in some regions are
increasingly exploiting Buddhism for commercial interests under the guise of
Buddhist cultural parks or theme parks, and even eliciting donations to
support false applications for world heritage status.

Some religious figures have illegally accumulated wealth using Buddhism as a
cover to rent out temples for commercial use.

A prominent monk in the Hunan city of Hengyang arbitrarily approved a 5-
million-yuan (730,000 U.S. dollars) procurement of 18 pine trees from Japan,
said Huai Hui, secretary-general of the provincial Buddhist association

Another monk in the city of Loudi, also in Hunan, raised over 8 million yuan
in the name of temple construction, which was actually for personal use, he
added.

“Some ancient temples have been encompassed by so-called ‘cultural parks’,
with non-religious buildings constructed around them for commercial use,”
said Sheng Hui, deputy director of the BAC.

A number of “fake Buddhists” have been carrying out illegal religious
activities, extorting money and luring followers, harming the reputation of
the religion.

A living-Buddha authentication database was launched last year to confirm the
identity of living Buddhas. With roots traceable to the 13th century AD, the
reincarnation of Buddhas is a unique inheritance system within Tibetan
Buddhism. The BAC has issued certificates to living Buddhas since 2010.

“To protect religious rights and uphold dignity, Buddhist associations across
China have been asked to tighten their management of personnel and strictly
prohibit any commercial activities,” Sheng said.
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A stronger reshaped CAP can better
serve farmers and the environment

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is an essential EU policy and any
changes need to strongly support the European model of agriculture and family
farming. A reshaped CAP must support farm incomes, deal with market
volatility and preserve European agricultural production, also in light of
any new trade deals. The income inequality both between rural and urban areas
and within the agricultural sector itself should be overcome. The future CAP
must also deliver on Europe’s international commitments regarding the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 21st climate conference
in Paris (COP21). 

These are the main conclusions from an exploratory opinion on A possible
reshaping of the CAP  that the European Economic and Social Committee adopted
at its plenary session on 1 June. Specific proposals are made on the CAP
model, the delivery of public goods, supporting active farmers, funding,
generational renewal, simplification, rural development and market measures,
all focused on upgrading the CAP.

In the opinion, which was drawn up at the request of EC Vice-President Frans
Timmermans, the EESC places emphasis on strengthening and reshaping the CAP
in a positive way in order to meet the future needs of EU consumers,
taxpayers and producers.

CAP two pillar model to support farmers and strengthen rural areas.

Maintaining the European model of agriculture, with its sustainable family
farms, farming cooperatives and companies, must be a key focus of the CAP.
The EESC therefore strongly supports maintaining the two-pillar model of the
CAP: “Direct payments in pillar I are an essential support to farm incomes,
play a key role in the financing of market management measures and the
delivery of public goods”, said John Bryan, rapporteur of this opinion. He
added “Rural development payments in pillar II are critically important and
should focus on economic, environmental and social programmes based on the
objectives set down in the Cork 2.0 declaration to support vulnerable regions
and sectors.” The opinion makes specific proposals on increased CAP pillar II
measures targeted at the delivery of enhanced ecosystem services by farmers.

Delivering public goods and enhancing the environment

The CAP must better reflect the valuable contribution agriculture makes to
the environment with carbon sinks such as grassland, forestry, peatlands and
hedgerows. Farmers and foresters manage over 82% of the EU land area and are
an essential element of a sustainable agricultural economy.

A reshaped CAP needs to accommodate the critical challenges of environmental
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protection, climate change mitigation and biodiversity protection. In order
to support and protect strong CAP direct payments, under a reshaped CAP,
active farmers would work to a programme focusing on the measurable
deliverables of public goods in these important areas.

On funding, it is proposed that the CAP budget post 2020 must be sufficient
to address the financial demands resulting from Brexit, farm income pressure
and the increase in demand for public goods.

Generational renewal

Strong targeted programmes are proposed to encourage young farmers and
retirement to address the important issue of generational renewal. In
addition, programmes aimed at enhancing the role of women in agriculture are
to be adopted.

Simplification

Specific proposals on simplification include the greater use of technology
and moving away from the audit/inspection approach, an extension of the
yellow card system, a reduction in SRM (statuary management measures), a
right to rectify without penalty, increased tolerances and a system whereby
inspections or penalties will not hold up payments.

Imbalance of power in the Food chain

The opinion highlights the major imbalance of power in the food supply chain
between large retailers and processors and farmers, resulting in downward
pressure on prices. It is proposed that the key recommendations from the EU
Agricultural Markets Task Force are advanced. “The farmer’s position in the
food chain must be strengthened. Moreover, unfair trading practices and below
cost selling must be banned”, insisted Mr. Bryan.

EU food for EU citizens

A reshaped CAP should also maintain the principle of community preference and
territorially balanced food sovereignty with EU food for EU citizens. A key
principle of this policy must be the maintenance and protection of EU
standards on traceability, food safety, animal and plant health controls and
environmental protection.  “In any trade negotiations, it is essential for EU
consumers that the EU requires all imported food meet these same standards.
In addition, in any future negotiations it is essential that the EU maintains
strong and adequate tariff protection for sensitive sectors and vulnerable
areas.” underlined John Bryan.

In conclusion John Bryan said “The forthcoming CAP negotiations will shape
the future of agriculture in the EU for decades to come. I am pleased that
civil society through the EESC has put forward a clear and comprehensive set
of proposals on shaping the next CAP, which will deliver a strong policy with
robust pillar 1 and pillar 2 payments targeted at active farmers. – In the
upcoming negotiations, significant focus needs to be placed on finding the
right balance between reducing the current bureaucratic burden on farmers,
which has increased dramatically in recent years, without compromising the



high levels of food safety, environmental, and sustainability standards in
the EU. The need for simplification in the agricultural sector must be
achieved in a sustainable manner, and it is vital that in any reshaping of
the CAP the correct measures are taken to protect the EU model of
agriculture, CAP direct payments and the public goods delivered by this
sector.”

Der neue Europäische Konsens über die
Entwicklungspolitik – Die EU und die
Mitgliedstaaten unterzeichnen eine
gemeinsame Strategie zur Beseitigung
der Armut

On 23 June 2016 citizens of the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the
European Union (EU). On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European
Council of its intention to leave the EU by…

Over the past 20 years, the European Union has put in place some of the
highest common asylum standards in the world. And in the past two years,
European migration policy has advanced in leaps and…

‘Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.It will
be built through concrete achievementswhich first create a de facto
solidarity.’Robert Schuman9 May 1950On 25 March 2017,…

In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate
destabilisation of a neighbouring sovereign country, the EU has imposed
restrictive measures against the Russian Federation.Overview…

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his annual State
of the Union speech at the European Parliament on 14 September 2016, just two
days ahead of the informal meeting of 27…

Enlargement is the process whereby countries join the EU. Since it was
founded in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 member countries to 28.Any European
country that respects the principles of liberty,…
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Nouveau consensus européen pour le
développement: l’UE et ses États
membres signent une stratégie commune
pour éliminer la pauvreté
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Portability of digital services across
the EU: Council adopts new rules
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