
Chinese delegation calls on Japan to
properly handle Tibet-related issues

A Tibetan delegation of the National People’s Congress (NPC) of China has
informed Japanese officials and friendly groups about the current situation
in Tibet and called upon Japan to properly handle Tibet-related issues.

During a five-day visit that concluded on Saturday, the delegation met with
former President of Japan’s House of Councilors and Chairman of Japan-China
Friendship Center Satsuki Eda, Chief Secretary of Japan-China Parliamentary
Friendship Association Yoshimasa Hayashi, as well as Parliamentary Vice-
Minister for Foreign Affairs Shunsuke Takei.

Heading the Tibetan delegation, Duoji Ciren, member of the standing committee
of the People’s Congress of Tibet Autonomous Region, said China has been
sticking to the principle of developing bilateral relations with Japan based
on the four political documents and the four-point principled agreement
between the two countries and in the spirit of taking history as a mirror
while looking forward to the future.

He stressed that Tibet-related issues concern China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, urging Japan to respect China’s core interests and
major concerns on related issues and properly handle such issues.

Duoji also said Tibet has been developing fast since it was liberated over
half a century ago, with the full support of the central government, help
from the whole nation and efforts of all ethnic groups of Tibet.

Currently, Tibet is working toward the goal of building a moderately
prosperous society in all respects along with the whole nation, with all
social undertakings thriving and people of all ethnic groups living and
working in peace and contentment in the autonomous region, he added.

Eda, for his part, said it is important to maintain the friendship between
the two countries as well as the two peoples. The Japanese parliament has
established a regular exchange mechanism with the NPC, and the Japan-China
Friendship Center has also invited Chinese youth to visit Japan on a regular
basis to promote mutual understanding and friendship between the two peoples.

Hayashi and Takei said the visit of the Tibetan delegation provided a good
opportunity for the Japanese side to learn more about the situation in Tibet,
and Japan is willing to deepen communication and cooperation with China in
all areas so as to further improve bilateral ties.

The delegation also held seminars with Japanese scholars and overseas Chinese
in Japan during the visit.
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How did I deal with the election? A
candidate’s story.

Given the range of strong reactions to the campaigns and the results, I am
writing today about how I responded to the national campaign and tried to run
a sensible local campaign.

In the months before the election was called the question of whether we
needed an early election to bring the new PM her own mandate and extend the
life of Parliament well beyond the Brexit talks came up just occasionally in
private meetings amongst Conservative MPs, whips and Ministers. Some wanted
an early election. I always expressed the view that there was no
constitutional need given the precedents of Callaghan, Major and Brown, and
no pressing political need given the size of the majority. I supported the
PM’s view that we would not hold one.

She surprised me after Easter by calling one. I listened carefully to her
statement in Downing Street and was prepared to defend her decision. I could
see the obvious advantages for the government and country assuming she won an
increased majority in having the new PM with her own clear mandate, and the
Brexit Bill as a Manifesto bill approved by the electorate in a General
Election as well as by referendum. I was also aware that there was a risk of
losing, but no point in talking about that once the announcement was made.
The polls and general mood made losing look fairly unlikely. I thought the
period of the election was too long given the limited nature of the messages
main parties wish to get out these days, and given the imminence of the
Brussels talks. I worried about how the time would be filled and how the
media out of boredom would try to liven up issues and messages the two main
parties were not highlighting.

When Parliament broke up there was an unreal mood created by opinion polls
showing a huge gap between the Labour and Conservative votes. I and other
Conservative MPs went back to our constituencies saying to each other we did
not believe the polls could stay like that and were bound to tighten. Some
Labour MPs were saying to us they did believe the polls, and went away
fearing for their jobs.

When I saw the campaign theme and materials based around strong and stable
leadership I felt the need to say something more to my electors, and to
remind them that the local election was still about judging a local candidate
to be MP, as well as choosing a national party to govern. That meant not
using the template second leaflet of the Conservative party which left far
too little space to set out what an individual candidate wants to do and how
they see things, but creating one of our own. I wrote about the economy,
taxes, planning, transport, schools and the other leading matters that
constituents had told me in emails, letters, and conversations mattered to
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them. I explained briefly what I was doing, what I wanted to do next and
where I was seeking change.

The Conservative national campaign went well until the day of the Manifesto
launch. When I read the social care and winter fuel proposals I was extremely
worried. I contacted the centre and explained the dangers. I wrote a blog
piece saying that I intended to consult about these proposals, stressing to
people that I understood this would be a government consultation post the
election, and there were clearly many important details missing from the
Manifesto sketch. I promised to voice constituents’ worries and concerns
during the consultation if that came to pass.

It seemed to take a long time for the modification to come through, saying
there would be a social care cost cap. I with others asked for details of how
much, and also pressed for clarification of what would constitute healthcare
available free and what would constitute social care with a charge for those
with money. I also wanted a figure for what was rich enough to lose the
winter fuel payment. My email box was swelled with people worried or angry
about the proposals. In some cases they did not understand that under the
current cross party system if you move into a care home your own home is sold
and the money freed used to pay the fees, nor did all appreciate that if you
stayed living in your own home Councils charged for social care all the time
you have assets other than your main home. I spent time writing individual
emails setting out the current system as well as what might improve it.

It also became increasingly clear during the election that Mr Corbyn’s offer
of so much more public spending and free offers especially to school and
College students was very attractive to young voters. There was no comparable
Conservative offer to young people. Telling them his whole package was
unaffordable, based on corporate taxes that would not materialise on the
scale envisaged and extra borrowing of Latin American proportions was not
going to win over the majority, who understandably liked the idea of no
student fees and written off debts. I wrote a piece on how the Labour
economic policy was full of danger as well as of some good intentions.

I spent the last few days in hope that there was sufficient momentum from the
early campaign and sufficient doubts about the credibility of Labour’s
programme to give the Conservatives a modest majority. I was well aware there
was no chance of a landslide, and thought it odd the seats the Conservatives
were targetting which looked far too hard to win. Near to the poll I saw the
enthusiasm of young voters and sensed the pro Labour mood. It was obvious the
Lib Dems were going to be badly squeezed by Labour who had the better offer
for young people. Their campaign to change the Brexit decision had bombed and
they were trying to get on to other issues. I wrote about the two positives I
could see in what was happening – the likely rejection of a second referendum
on the EU by shunning the Lib Dems, and a move away from a second
Independence referendum in Scotland by improved performance of the pro Union
parties there.

I had tried to get the party to run on Prosperity, not austerity. I had
wanted more prominence for tax reductions for workers and savers, more
messages on promoting and strengthening the recovery, more about skills,



training, education and better paid jobs. I was one of those urging the
promise of more money for schools in the Manifesto which we did get, but we
were outbid by Labour.

China sends eight work safety
inspection groups

China has sent eight inspection groups to local governments and enterprises
to make sure workplace safety-related problems will be discovered and
eliminated, according to an official statement.

As the fourth batch of inspections by the Work Safety Committee of the State
Council, the groups went to Inner Mongolia and Tibet autonomous regions;
Shanghai municipality; provinces of Gansu, Hainan, Hubei and Qinghai; and
Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps.

The inspectors, who will pay random visits to local companies, are tasked to
detect problems in work safety and promote the rectification, the committee
said in a statement.

Local governments and departments will be held accountable if local checks
failed to discover major work safety hazards in companies, or if local
authorities did not punish companies after major problems had been detected,
the committee said.

After the completion of the new inspections, the committee’s inspection tours
since last year will have covered all the country’s provincial level regions,
according to the statement.

Senior leader stresses serving the
people at grassroots level

Liu Yunshan, a senior leader of the Communist Party of China (CPC), has urged
Party cadres at the grassroots level to do more in serving the people and
advancing reform and development.

Liu, member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee, made the remarks during an inspection in southeast China’s
Fujian Province from Thursday to Saturday.
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Liu visited various villages, communities and enterprises to learn about the
progress made in the Party building at the grassroots level, where he asked
the CPC members to learn from the example of Liao Junbo, a late official who
had served in Fujian.

The CPC Central Committee on Tuesday decided to posthumously honor Liao as an
“outstanding CPC member.” Liao died at the age of 48 in a traffic accident
while heading to a meeting on March 18.

A statement of the CPC central leadership noted that Liao, vice mayor of
Nanping City in Fujian, had worked wholeheartedly to lead local cadres and
people in poverty-relief work, showing his loyalty to the Party and selfless
devotion to duty.

Liao had also served as Party chief of Fujian’s Zhenghe County, where he
pushed forward economic development that eventually helped more than 30,000
people shake off poverty within less than four years.

During the inspection tour, Liu held a seminar with some officials in Zhenghe
county to discuss how to learn from Liao to better serve the people.

Mainland open to cross-Strait
intercity exchanges

The Chinese mainland holds a positive and open attitude toward cross-Strait
intercity exchanges with Taiwan as long as there is correct understanding of
the nature of cross-Strait relations and city-to-city exchanges.

Ma Xiaoguang, spokesperson for the State Council’s Taiwan Affairs Office,
made the remarks Saturday in response to questions about an interview with
Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je, who made remarks on the annual city forum between
Shanghai and Taipei, as well as the mainland-Taiwan relations.

Ko had said he would work actively to facilitate the exchanges between Taipei
and Shanghai as long as the exchanges benefit people on both sides of the
Taiwan Strait and are conducive to peaceful development across the strait.

Ma said the mainland had taken note of the reports of the interview. He said
Shanghai and Taipei will take care of detailed arrangements for the annual
city forum.
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