G7 Environment Ministers’ Meeting —
Press Statement, on behalf of the
European Union, by Commissioner
Karmenu Vella

I would like to echo the other colleagues and thank Minister Galletti for his
excellent hospitality and skillful chairing, as well as the citizens of
Bologna for their warm welcome.

We in the EU think that a more resource-efficient, low-carbon and circular
economy 1s the way forward, not only for Europe but also for the whole world.
I am very glad that this view is confirmed at G7 level.

Today we adopted the five year Bologna Roadmap on resource efficiency in
continuity with what was agreed in Toyama last year. Using our resources
better will also help address marine litter. An issue on which the G7 is
advancing.

There was agreement among G7 members on certain, I bet if very important
issues, relating to the environment and sustainable development: the
Importance of implementing the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals agenda; the
need of scaling up sustainable finance in particular for our Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs) encouraging public private partnership,; the need to
actively promote and develop an ambitious agenda on resource efficiency and
the circular economy as an opportunity for innovation, growth and jobs.

On the issue of climate change, the European Union deeply regrets President
Trump’s announcement to withdraw the United States from the Paris Agreement.

We therefore also regret that the United States have not been able to join
the rest of us in the climate change part of the communique.

Let me be very clear on the point of the irreversibility of the Paris
Agreement: the European Union will not renegotiate the Paris Agreement. Now
it is time for action, the world’s priority is implementation.

The European Union is a climate leader and we will continue to lead through
ambitious climate policies (we have the world’s most ambitious climate
target) and through continued support to the poorest and most vulnerable
countries (we are the world’s largest climate finance provider). And we are
also leading in terms of emissions reductions. Overall, the EU has reduced
emissions by 24% since 1990 while our economy has grown by 50%.

The clear message from this G7 Environment Ministerial is that, with the
exception of the United States, we are all determined to move forwards and
implement the Paris Agreement swiftly and effectively.
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I would like to inform you that the European Union will host the fourth high-
level Our Ocean Conference in Malta on 5 and 6 October 2017.

Allow me to conclude by confirming to Minister Galletti, our support to
implement the decisions made here today and express my best wishes to
Minister McKenna for Canada’s Presidency in 2018.

Let me repeat President Juncker’s words that, in Europe the planet comes
first.

G7 Communique:
http://www.minambiente.it/sites/default/files/archivio immagini/Galletti/G7/
communique g7 environment - bologna.pdf

Joint Statement on the occasion of the
World Day Against Child L

Across the world, hundreds of millions of children who should be in school
are forced to work, often in dangerous conditions. As the European Union, we
have been staunchly engaged in the fight to end child labour worldwide, boost
access to education and strengthen child rights. This is why, as we mark the
World Day Against Child Labour, we reaffirm our commitment to the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development’s target to end child labour in all its forms by
2025. In order to achieve this target, we have taken action across the world.

Getting more children access to education is a top priority for the EU. To
help, we have allocated over €700 million to provide access to education for
children displaced by the Syria crisis. In the Philippines, we support a
community-based approach in combatting child labour in hazardous industries
such as sugarcane plantations and mining. In Bangladesh, we are fighting the
worst forms of child labour. In Colombia, Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Palestinian Territories, Sudan and Lebanon we support actions to help
children associated with armed forces, groups and gangs who’ve suffered from
violence.

The EU further works to strengthen the systems that protect children. In
order to provide specialised protection of unaccompanied and separated
minors, the project ‘Better Migration Management’ aims at improving migration
management at regional level in the Horn of Africa. For example, systems of
birth registration, make it easier to effectively enforce compulsory
education and labour rights. This is one of the reasons why the European
Union is working to ensure children’s access to an identity, for example
through projects in Mozambique and Niger. In the current context of the
refugee crisis where many children are displaced, protecting children at all
stages of migration is a key priority for the EU. 1In April this year, the
Commission set out a strategy to protect all children in migration and ensure
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children don’t fall in the hands of criminal networks using them as workers.

As part of its integrated approach to children’s rights, the European Union
advocates for and supports the ratification and effective implementation of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the ILO [International Labour
Organisation] Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labour and the ILO
Convention 138 on the minimum age for employment. We will continue to support
our partner countries in eliminating child labour in global supply chains
through integrated interventions such as better jobs for youth and adults of
working age and advocating for responsible production and consumption.
Continuing to deliver on social protection floors is also a key factor
contributing to a decline in child labour.

The European Union will continue to cooperate with international
organisations, with the United Nations’ agencies, in particular UNICEF, and
relevant Civil Society Organisations. We welcome the IV Global Conference on
Child Labour to be held in Argentina from 14-16 November 2017 as an important
opportunity to agree on effective and urgent plans to achieve the sustainable
elimination of all forms of child labour by 2025.

China aims to build world’s 3rd ocean
drilling research vessel

China aims to build the world’s third ocean drilling research vessel and
become a key leader in international deep-sea drilling scientific efforts by
2028, a senior government consultant said Monday.

Wang Pinxian, a marine geologist from Tongji University and also with the
Chinese Academy of Sciences, made the remarks at a press event to announce
the successful conclusion of a China-led international drilling mission to
find out how the South China Sea was formed some tens of millions of years
ago.

The four-month mission was conducted on board the American vessel JOIDES
Resolution as part of the 367th and 368th expeditions of the Integrated Ocean
Drilling Program (IODP), an international collaboration on deep-sea
geological scientific research that began in 1968.

China joined the IODP in 1998 and participated in three drilling missions
focused in the South China Sea in 1999, 2014 and 2017. The latest mission was
proposed, designed and led by Chinese scientists. Over 60 researchers from
more than ten countries were involved.

Wang, who serves as a consultant for China’s IODP involvement, said the
mission marked the first step in a three-part strategy for China to engage in
international ocean drilling activities.
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He said China aims to drill seabeds in other oceans and set up the world’s
fourth seabed rock database and a lab before attempting to build an ocean
drilling vessel.

The two ships used by the IODP are JOIDES Resolution and Japan’s Chikyu.

JOIDES Resolution docked in Shanghai Sunday, the first-ever visit of an
international ocean drilling vessel to a Chinese port.

Tongji University marine geologist Jian Zhimin, a co-lead of the IODP
mission, said at Monday’'s press briefing that during the expedition they dug
17 holes at seven sites in the South China Sea. The combined drilling depth
exceeded 7,669 meters, and samples including sedimentary and volcanic rocks
were collected.

The study of the rocks indicates the South China Sea was formed differently
than the Atlantic, scientists have found.

Jian said the newly discovered formation of the South China Sea was so unique
that they might need to rewrite the textbooks on continental shelf break-up
and ocean formation.

Further research is required.

China to enhance grassroots community
governance

A firefighting publicity activity is held in a community in Beijing.
[Photo/China.org.cn]
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China will set up a community governance system led by grassroots Communist
Party of China (CPC) organizations by 2020, according to a guideline released
by the CPC Central Committee and the State Council Monday.

Local governments will play a guiding role in the community governance system
which also feature public participation.

Governance capacity in both urban and rural communities will improve
significantly by that time, as public services, management and security will
be effectively ensured, the guideline said.

Within another five to ten years, a more mature and comprehensive community
governance system will offer strong support for the CPC at a grassroots
level, while consolidating local governments, the guideline noted.

Issues such as the basic role of autonomous organizations, the participation
of social groups and the functions of communities are also included in the
guideline.

According to the guideline, on major issues relating to community public
interests as well as those that matter to the residents’ immediate interests,
the community residents’ role in the decision making and dispute resolution
processes should be enhanced.

Also, community services that are closely related to the residents’
interests, such as employment, social security, health, education, housing,
public security as well as legal and arbitration services, should be made
more widely available, the guideline said.

The guideline called for increased efforts to resolve disputes within
communities. Party congress delegates, legislators, political advisors and
CPC members and officials should maintain contact with communities and their
residents via proper channels, it said.

It urged more support for groups in need, such as the poor, children in
difficulty, mentally-challenged people, left-behind children, senior citizens
as well as people who have been convicted of crimes or released from prison.

The guideline also requires infrastructure improvements and better
environmental management in communities.

To enhance community governance, the guideline pledged more financial
investment in this regard. It also encouraged the public to contribute via
channels such as charity donations and community foundation endowments.




AL Mobile I gy

established in Jiangxi

An alliance on the Mobile Internet of Things (MIoT) was established in east
China’'s Jiangxi Province Monday.

More than 140 leading companies and research institutions on Internet of
Things (IoT) have joined the alliance, which is engaged in creating an
industrial system of research and development, production, certification,
testing, training and services for MIoT.

ZTE, Huawei, China Mobile, China Unicom, and China Telecom are among the
members.

Zhou Hongren, executive deputy director of government think-tank Advisory
Committee of State Informatization, serves as secretary general of the
alliance.

Zhou said the alliance was the world’s first based on NarrowBand-IoT, or NB-
IoT, an international technical standard for MIoT led by China.

An MIoT industrial park was also inaugurated in Jiangxi’s Yingtan Monday,
where research centers, laboratories and quality inspection centers will be
built.
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