
CPC official urges sci-tech innovation
in public security organs

A senior Communist Party of China (CPC) official Tuesday called on public
security organs to speed up sci-tech innovation.

Meng Jianzhu, a member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee
and head of the Commission for Political and Legal Affairs of the CPC Central
Committee, made the remarks at a work conference on sci-tech and
informationization in the country’s public security organs.

Meng asked public security organs to accelerate the use of sci-tech
achievements and prepare for the 19th CPC National Congress scheduled for
later this year.

He also asked them to remain loyal to the CPC, serve the people and carry out
law enforcement fairly.

Public security minister Guo Shengkun also attended the meeting.

Xi urges efforts to boost integrated
military and civilian development

Chinese President Xi Jinping Tuesday underscored centralized and unified
leadership to boost integrated military and civilian development.

Xi, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, made the remarks
at the first plenary meeting of the central commission for integrated
military and civilian development, which he heads.

Upgraded as a national strategy, integrated military and civilian development
is a major achievement of China’s long-term exploration of coordinated
development of economic and national defense construction, Xi said.

It is also a major decision concerning national development and overall
security, and a major measure to deal with complicated security threats and
gain national strategic advantages, Xi said.

Li Keqiang, Liu Yunshan and Zhang Gaoli, who are all members of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and also
deputy heads of the commission, also attended the meeting.

Working rules and recent tasks of the commission, as well as a guideline on
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setting up local leading and working organs for integrated military and
civilian development, were adopted at the meeting.

The military and civilian integration must be based on the situation of the
country, Xi said, noting the integration process must bear distinctive
Chinese characteristics.

“The ideas, decisions and plans of military and civilian integration must be
fully implemented in all fields of national economic and defense construction
and in the whole processes,” Xi said.

The integration should value national socialist advantage of pooling
resources to solve major problems and raising working efficiency, Xi said.

The integration must combine state guidance with the market’s role, and
comprehensively employ institutional innovation, policy support and legal
guarantee to give full play to military and civilian integration, he said.

Xi also noted that the ultimate approach to deepening military and civilian
integration lies in reform and innovation, calling for pilot schemes and
exemplary models to explore new ways, and expand new space for military and
civilian integration.

He also highlighted the proper use of the law in guiding and protecting the
integrating procedure and called for improvement in market entry to encourage
a larger number of competent enterprises, staff, technology and capital to
play a role.

On deepening integrated military and civilian development, Xi called for
focusing on key areas such as infrastructure, national defense-related sci-
tech industry, weapon and equipment procurement, talent cultivation,
socialization of the support system for the military, as well as the
mobilization for national defense.

Ideas and requirements of integrated military and civilian development should
be implemented in the fields of sea, outer space, cyber space, biology and
new energy, Xi said.

Theresa May drops plans to snatch free
school meals after Lib Dem pressure

Theresa May is reported to have dropped plans to scrap free school lunches
for infant pupils from tomorrow’s Queen’s Speech.

It comes after the Liberal Democrats strongly criticised the Conservatives
during the election campaign over their manifesto plans which would have
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deprived 1.7 million children of free school lunches, including 700,000
living in poverty.

Liberal Democrat Shadow Education Secretary Layla Moran said:

“I’m glad Theresa May has bowed to pressure from schools and parents to keep
free school lunches. I am proud that the Lib Dems introduced this when we
were part of the government.

“We have seen it both help families who are just getting by as well as raise
attainment.

“I hope Theresa May will now rein back on her plans to extend grammars and
reduce schools funding.”

Press release: Assault conviction for
illegal angler

Mr Steve Beckett, 30, of Lorna Road, Mexborough threatened and assaulted the
Environment Agency enforcement officer who asked to see his fishing licence.
He also refused to give his address.

Enforcement officers are considered in law to be the same as police
constables. Assaulting and obstructing one – in addition to his fishing
violations – has left Mr Beckett with ‘recordable offences’ on the police
database, as well as penalties totalling £410.

Mr Beckett was initially approached on 2 October 2016, as part of routine
checks on fishing licences. He had been spotted using three rods at Caistor
Fisheries in Lincolnshire.

A search of the Environment Agency’s database revealed Mr Beckett had no
valid fishing licence, despite him insisting that he did. His refusal to give
his address hampered further checks.

He became aggressive when challenged, physically pushing the enforcement
officer away – and the police were called.

Strict penalties

Mr Beckett’s case was heard at Lincoln Magistrates’ Court on 5 June. He
pleaded guilty to fishing without a valid licence, assaulting and obstructing
a constable, using threatening behaviour, and failing to give his address to
an authorised officer.

He was ordered to pay penalties totalling £410. At the time of the offence,
the licence he required would have cost just £54. Recent changes mean that it
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would now cost £45, or £30 for concessions.

Other types of licence are available, including one-day for £6, eight-day for
£12, and a free one for those aged 12 to 16.

Joanne Kay, Environment Agency fisheries team leader, said:

Not only was Mr Beckett fishing illegally, he also assaulted a law
enforcement officer who was doing his duty to protect the sport,
legitimate anglers and the environment.

It makes no sense to have the embarrassment of a court visit, a
criminal conviction and a bill for potentially thousands of pounds
when an annual licence is such value for money and so easy to buy.

Protecting angling

The money from licence sales supports fish, fisheries and fishing, and
protects the future of the sport. A small number of anglers refuse to buy
one, cheating the sport and their fellow anglers.

For the minority who flout the rules, the most common offence is fishing
without a valid licence, which could land them with a fine of up to £2,500
and a criminal record.

Last year in England, the Environment Agency checked more than 62,000 rod
licences and prosecuted more than 1,900 anglers for rod and line offences,
resulting in fines and costs in excess of £500,000.

Buy a fishing licence

Any angler aged 12 or over, fishing on a river, canal or still water needs a
licence. You can buy a fishing licence online via gov.uk, by phoning 0344 800
5386, or from a local Post Office.

Report illegal fishing

To help crack down on unlicensed fishing, the Environment Agency urges people
to report illegal activity by calling its incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60
or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Scientists from British Geological
Survey scoop major impact award

A team of scientists from the British Geology Survey (BGS) has won Team of
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the Year at the Praxis Unico Impact Awards 2017 aimed at recognizing
knowledge exchange and commercialization professionals. The award was
received by BGS’s GeoAnalytics and Modelling Directorate as a result of their
consistent excellence in adding value to the vast datasets held by the BGS in
addition to building relationships and overcoming challenges.


