
Draft aims to preserve respect for
national anthem

Students look at exhibits about the history of China’s national anthem at an
exhibition in Shenyang, Liaoning Province, in April last year.
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People who distort or disrespect China’s national anthem, such as maliciously
changing the lyrics, could face up to 15 days in detention if a new law is
approved.

A draft of the country’s national anthem law, which was submitted to the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on Thursday for first
reading, also bans the use of the song in advertisements, as background music
and at private funerals.

It states that the song should be played during important diplomatic or
sporting events, and that people should stand and face the national flag when
the song is played, and military officials should salute.

March of the Volunteers was composed in 1935 by Nie Er, with lyrics from poet
Tian Han.

“It’s a key symbol in the Constitution,” said Shen Chunyao, director of the
committee’s Legislative Affairs Committee, who introduced the draft law.
“It’s good to regulate its use, as it will increase citizens’ awareness of
patriotism and uphold national dignity.”

The draft is being discussed at the bimonthly session of the Standing
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Committee of the National People’s Congress, which lasts until Tuesday. It
follows similar laws on China’s national flag and national emblem.

Zhang Wenxian, deputy director of the China Law Society, applauded the draft,
saying it is necessary to regulate how to play the song “because some people
sang or recomposed it, I think, in an entertainment-oriented fashion”.

“I also felt uncomfortable when I saw some people running back and forth
while the song was being broadcast. They were not serious enough about it,”
he said.

In addition to regulating the use of the national anthem, he added that
popularizing it is also important. The draft says the official version of the
song should be on the website of the State Council, and that it should be
taught in primary school.

The Prime Minister’s offer is too
little too late – Starmer

Keir
Starmer, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, responding to
the Prime Minister’s announcement on EU
nationals, said:

“Labour
has been clear that people should not be bargaining chips in the Brexit
negotiations. The Prime Minister’s offer is too little too late and falls far
short of the full and unilateral guarantee Labour would make.

“We believe there must be a clear commitment that there will be no change to
the status of EU nationals in the U.K. This is not only the right thing to
do,
but it will also help deliver a reciprocal agreement for the 1.2 million U.K.
Nationals living in the EU.”

Ends
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Conseil européen, Donald Tusk, du
président du Parlement européen,
Antonio Tajani, et du président de la
Commission européenne, Jean-Claude
Juncker

On 23 June 2016 citizens of the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the
European Union (EU). On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European
Council of its intention to leave the EU by…

Over the past 20 years, the European Union has put in place some of the
highest common asylum standards in the world. And in the past two years,
European migration policy has advanced in leaps and…

‘Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.It will
be built through concrete achievementswhich first create a de facto
solidarity.’Robert Schuman9 May 1950On 25 March 2017,…

In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate
destabilisation of a neighbouring sovereign country, the EU has imposed
restrictive measures against the Russian Federation.Overview…

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his annual State
of the Union speech at the European Parliament on 14 September 2016, just two
days ahead of the informal meeting of 27…

Enlargement is the process whereby countries join the EU. Since it was
founded in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 member countries to 28.Any European
country that respects the principles of liberty,…

6th TAF TSI Regional Workshop

​The European Union Agency for Railways is organizing
The 6th Regional TAF TSI Workshop

From: 12/09/2017
To: 13/09/2017
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Location: Warsaw
Participants: Infrastructure Managers, Railway Undertakings, Wagon keepers,
Service Providers and IT providers / implementers from Poland, Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania

click here for more information/ registration
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