
Adjusting the Manifesto

The lack of a majority has confirmed a rethink on some of the Conservative
party’s Manifesto policies. That would have happened anyway, as many
Conservative candidates in the election disliked the policies themselves, or
came to dislike them when they heard the pubic reaction. I did not want to
remove the triple lock or leave many pensioners fearing the loss of the
winter fuel allowance. I certainly did not welcome the social care proposals.
That was why I did not include any of these in my personal election address,
and did treat these policies as consultations, encouraging people to write in
with their views.

There is no mention of legislating for changes to social care or winter fuel
payments or the triple lock on pensions in the Queen’s speech. The
Conservative party in Parliament assumes these have been dropped and is
happier for their disappearance. It was strange during the election that our
cries for more information and for sensible changes to these policies went
unheeded. Many of us said if they insisted on removing the winter fuel
allowance from some, would they please tell us what the income cut off would
be to put the minds at rest of the many who would presumably still receive
it. Some thought it should be removed from higher rate taxpayers, others
thought it should be made taxable. I was in favour of no change. We also
urged them to tell us what the cap on social care costs would be, an
important part of their draft policy. Again there was no figure given,
leaving many worried about how much they would have to pay.

I spent considerable time during the election explaining by email and in
conversation to electors in Wokingham what the current social care system
entails. Many did not know that if an elderly person has to move into a care
home then the home they are leaving is taken into account in their assets. If
they have money then they have to pay themselves for the care home. There was
also some confusion over the need to pay social care costs if you carry on
living in your own home. The boundary between healthcare, delivered free, and
social care that you pay for is a difficult one to define. The public tends
to the view that social care is healthcare.

Press conference with Senator the Hon.
Simon Birmingham, Minister for
Education and Training

PRIME MINISTER: Good morning.

I am here with Simon Birmingham the Education Minister. Last night as you
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know, we have secured an outstanding result for Australian schools and
Australian students and their parents and their teachers.

You know this is the biggest reform in Commonwealth school funding ever.

For the first time that which has always been aspired to but never achieved
has been achieved. National, consistent, needs-based funding right across the
country.

A very substantial increase in the Commonwealth investment in our schools,
$23.5 billion over 10 years. But above all, real structural reform – it is
consistent, it is transparent and it’s needs-based.

It’s exactly as David Gonski recommended and where it is the antithesis of
what Labor delivered.

Labor had 27 separate deals, contradictory, the same school with the same
needs in the same state getting radically different treatment than it did in
another. Inconsistent between systems, between states. It was unfair. It
couldn’t be justified.

What we are delivering is fair, consistent needs-based funding.

Now, now that we’ve got the funding model right, the next step is to make
sure we get the great educational outcomes. The funding model is right, and
it’s fair and there’s substantial additional dollars there. The next stage of
Gonski 2.0 is the educational outcomes. And that’s what David Gonski will be
doing, the second stage of his work and I was speaking with him about this
just a little while ago, and that is to ensure that we make the additional
money work to deliver greater, higher quality teaching, higher quality
educational outcomes so that we can get Australian students where they
belong, at the top of the class.

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Thanks very much Prime Minister.

Well, it was an outstanding outcome last night and I want to thank those of
the crossbench in the Senate who worked with us to achieve this historic
reform to back Australian schools, hard working principals, teachers, in our
schools, to be the best they can be in helping our children to achieve the
most they possibly can in terms of their educational outcome.

This is an historic outcome as the Prime Minister has indicated because it
will see all schools across Australia transition to be funded under a
consistent, fair, needs-based model, based on the recommendations of the
Gonski report.

It’s six years since David Gonski handed down his report and finally we see
the Parliament put into place what it recommended. We’re thrilled that’s the
case.

Now as you know there was some changes in terms of what occurred on the
Senate floor to the model that was put in place. This will see an additional
$4.9 billion invested in Australian schools over the next decade. This will



take to total of around $23.5 billion of additional support relative to the
budget position last year.

That’s a demonstration of our government’s commitment to make sure the
resources are there for all the schools who need it.

The changes we made bring forward the transition period for the vast majority
of Australian schools, all of those who were receiving less than their fair
share of funding to a 6-year period. So that 6-year period will see faster
rates of growth across all school systems and sectors and in doing so, ensure
the resources are there sooner for that fair, consistent, needs-based funding
model.

So an extra and faster delivery of fairer funding for all Australian schools,
clear expectations in terms of the states, and adoption and establishment of
a new nationals schools resourcing body, an entity recommended by the Gonski
report, which will help to continually improve and refine the funding model
into the future so that all sectors, all systems, all schools, all
stakeholders can have confidence in it.

Now I look forward as the Prime Minister said to getting on with the job of
not just talking about the funding and how it’s delivered, but most
importantly, how it’s used.

We’ve put the bucks in place – how do we get the best bang for our bucks?

How do we make sure in Australian schools the money is used as effectively as
possible on evidence-based measures to help students be their best, to help
every school achieve the best for their kids?

That is what this is about – outcomes in schools for our children and that’s
where our focus will be.

JOURNALIST: Mr Turnbull, states have complained that the Commonwealth tore up
agreements, that it didn’t consult them, and now that amendments dictates how
much they have to spend on their schools. Does Gonski 2.0 show that
federalism is dead?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, the needs-based funding model that we’re setting up was
warmly welcomed by premiers at the last COAG and can I say to you that the
recommendations of Gonski have been for national needs-based funding were
clearly right.

But the fact is that the last Labor government did not have the courage or
the conviction to follow it. They set up one separate special deal after
another, 27 in total, that failed Australian students, failed Australian
schools.

We’re delivering on a consistent needs-based funding model as David Gonski
recommended and when I was last with the premiers in Hobart, they were very
pleased with it.

JOURNALIST: To get this through, once again you have had to reach for the



cheque book to the tune of $5 billion. You’ve had to reach a temporary
arrangement with the Catholics. Are these concessions impositions on the
budget starting to stack up? And just personally, is that a satisfying way of
having to reach policy outcomes or compromises?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, let me remind you, nearly a year ago, after the
election, and many distinguished members of the press gallery took the view
the Parliament was unmanageable. And we wouldn’t be able to get anything
past. And yet we’ve had great success in delivering on our agenda, on our
programs through this 45th Parliament. And you’re right, we don’t have a
majority in the Senate, a long way from it. But we work with the crossbench,
we respect the Parliament the Australian people elected. They elected this
Parliament. Every single one, every Senator, every member of the house. We
work with them to achieve the right outcomes for Australia and we have done
this here, again.

What Simon and our Senate team have done, working with the crossbench – and
we thank the crossbench for their support, we thank all of our colleagues in
the Coalition for their support – because what we’ve been able to do is
deliver a historic reform. This is the first time that Commonwealth funding
for schools has been nationally, consistent, transparent, and above all,
needs-based. Now that is a historic achievement. And it’s an achievement of
my government, of Simon’s leadership as Education Minister, and indeed of the
45th Parliament.

JOURNALIST: Can I ask you about the South Australian Government’s bank tax?
The business community is absolutely filthy and they’re blaming you, your
government for letting the genie out of the bottle and Jay Weatherill this
morning was essentially saying they were just doing what the Commonwealth
Government is doing. Do you accept any responsibility for this and do you
accept some criticism that this is a failure now of tax reform at a federal
and state level now the states are running off willy-nilly?

PRIME MINISTER: The first thing is Phil – I will answer this and then let’s
come back to schools.

The first thing is states obviously have taxing powers and they can raise
such taxes as they wish and they do so. The second thing I observe is that
the major bank levy that we imposed and is now legislated, is a national and
consistent levy on bank liabilities, major bank liabilities.

The South Australian tax that was announced yesterday, is of course it’s
limited only to South Australia. The question that Mr Weatherill has got to
answer is that is his decision going to make business in South Australia more
competitive or less competitive?

See, it’s one thing to have a tax that covers the whole country, but when a
state imposes higher business taxes within its own jurisdiction, is that
actually going to drive investment, support jobs within that state or is it
in fact going to make it less competitive?

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, what is the cost over the forward estimates of



that extra $4.9 billion? Will that be reflected in MYEFO and will there be
commensurate savings in MYEFO to offset that?

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Sure – that’s around $1.5 billion over
the forward estimates and of course, it will be reflected in MYEFO and as is
always the case under this government, we make sure that we pay for our
spending in terms of how we continue to work to bring the budget back to
surplus.

JOURNALIST: So you’re saying the forecast surplus won’t be impacted by the $5
billion you negotiated last night?

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING: I’ll let the Treasurer and the Finance
Minister speak about the forecast surplus, but we always – as the government
has always done – made sure that we pay for our spending commitments and that
we will continue to work to bring the budget back to surplus in the year that
is forecast in the budget.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, you’ve said previously that spending more money
doesn’t necessarily get better educational outcomes. You’ve cited Kazakhstan
as an example which spends significantly less than us but is actually
outperforming our students. What is $23 billion going to get us that we don’t
already have? Will you connect this with key performance indicators for our
students?

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING: A few points there.

Firstly, additional funding gets us fair and needs-based funding that ensures
that schools across the country can have equal opportunity to succeed, kids
in those schools can have equal opportunity to succeed. That’s critical.

Yes, you’re buying a better funding model through some of that investment but
indeed we want to make sure it’s used effectively. That’s the point of the
new David Gonski reform. And under this legislation, we have ensured there
are provisions that expect states and territories to work with us when David
Gonski hands down his next report and he identifies the evidence-based
reforms to lift student performance.

We expect the states and territories to work with us. Agreeing on reforms to
help further lift the quality of our teachers and to help ensure that they
can access the best programs, products to use in their classroom and to know
which of those will be most applicable to their classroom environment, to
help their kids succeed in the different areas whether it’s STEM subjects,
English subjects, basic literacy skills – getting the states to agree. And
under this legislation we actually have some mechanisms to hold states and
territories to account to follow through on those commitments.

That’s all really important in saying that no longer is it just a case of the
Commonwealth handing over a blank cheque. It’s about the Commonwealth working
in partnership with the states and territories to deliver high quality
education around the country and ensuring that when they make commitments, we
can hold them to account to ensure the benefits flow through to kids and



classrooms.

JOURNALIST: As you enter into that process, is it inevitable that teacher
work practices will need to change? And how can that be achieved given some
of the goodwill or, the divisiveness that’s developed in this debate
particularly with the education union?

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Teachers are incredibly hardworking. I
have to say, on my visits to schools, particularly since the Prime Minister
and I stood alongside David Gonski a couple of months ago now, the enthusiasm
from teachers, for what it is we’re doing, for fair, needs-based funding has
been strong. Teachers, of course, have been adapting to a range of pressures
and challenges for a long time. Social changes, technological changes,
curriculum changes – they are having to work hard to keep up with all of
those different changes and practices.

This reform will help ensure that they can keep doing so. The resources and
support is there for them to do so. Then the extra work of the new Gonski
review should also help to provide a clear evidence base for teachers that
enable them to see what it is in the classroom that they can do better to
help their kids succeed and to know that there’s thorough evidence and
research underpinning those actions.

JOURNALIST: When a Coalition MP or Minister has a spending idea they are
often told find a way to pay for it, and we’ll consider it. Is that ever put
to a crossbencher such as Nick Xenophon or is that just an exercise in
futility, asking him to identify savings to satisfy their demands?

PRIME MINISTER: Phil, the job of government is to deliver for the Australian
people. To deliver the right outcomes.

And in the case of school education, as you know, I mean look, let’s not kid
ourselves, let’s put all the politics aside for now – everyone has known what
we needed to do. Everyone has known for years. We needed to have needs-based
school funding that was consistent across Australia. But the fact is,
governments and in particular the last Labor government, did not have the
courage to deliver that. Instead, they stitched up all of these deals on the
fly. Bill Shorten, running around the country doing one deal after another
and they were all inconsistent, utterly unfair.

Now what we have done is taken on this big challenge, this big challenge of
leadership, of government, of policy, of justice and we have delivered a
nationally consistent, transparent needs-based funding model and we have put
substantially more money to that over the next decade.

But now the next step, as Simon has said, is to ensure that we get the
maximum educational bang for the taxpayers’ buck. That we get there great
outcomes for our kids so that they get to the top of the class. So that we
get the outcomes that we deserve, that they deserve and that they need.

So this is a great day for Australian schools. It’s a great day for economic
reform. It’s a historic moment.



For the first time, people will be able to say that every school in Australia
will receive Commonwealth funding based on its need. That is justice, that is
reform, that’s leadership.

Thank you all very much.

China’s computers in the super fast
lane

China’s Sunway TaihuLight [File Photo]

China is developing a third prototype exascale computing machine — also known
as a super supercomputer — and plans to launch it by June 2018, according to
the developers.

The Sunway exascale computer prototype is being developed by the National
Research Center of Parallel Computer Engineering and Technology (NRCPC) and
the National Supercomputing Center in Jinan, east China’s Shandong Province.

The NRCPC led the team that developed Sunway TaihuLight, crowned the world’s
fastest computer two years in a row at both the 2016 and 2017 International
Supercomputing Conferences held in Frankfurt, Germany.

An exascale computer is able to execute a quintillion calculations per
second, around eight times faster than Sunway TaihuLight. The increase in
computational speed will advance research in climate change, space science,
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medicine and oceanology among others.

China and the United States are currently leading exascale computer
development. In China, prototypes are being developed by three teams led by
the NRCPC, Dawning Information Industry C. (Sogon), and National University
of Defense Technology (NUDT).

The three have been spear-heading China’s supercomputer efforts with their
respective brands: Sunway, Sogon, and Tianhe.

The NUDT, partnering the National Supercomputing Center in Tianjin, announced
in January that their prototype will be ready by the end of 2017.

Sogon said it had begun developing the prototype late last year.

After the prototypes have been developed, exascale supercomputers are
expected to hit the market by 2020.

Sunway supercomputer’s developers said they are eyeing applications in fields
such as high performance numerical simulation in marine environments, to be
used by State Oceanic Administration’s First Institute of Oceanography in
Qingdao. The city is at the forefront of China’s marine scientific research
as the base for the deep-sea manned submersible Jiaolong.

EU-Canada Joint Cooperation Committee
meets in Ottawa: First hig

OTTAWA – The first meeting of the EU-Canada Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC)
took place today in Ottawa. The Joint Cooperation Committee, along with the
Joint Ministerial Committee, have been established by the EU-Canada Strategic
Partnership Agreement and will provide impetus to our relationship, as well
as assess implementation of the Agreement, which is being provisionally
applied since 1 April 2017. The first EU-Canada Joint Ministerial Committee
is due to take place in Brussels later this year.

This first Joint Cooperation Committee provided an opportunity for the
European Union and Canada to take stock of developments in our broad and deep
relationship, including on a number of issues linked to the numerous thematic
and geographic dialogues that have taken place over the past months.
Dialogues on matters relating to defence and security, human rights, energy,
innovation, science and technology, on the Middle East and North Africa, and
on Sub-Saharan Africa, among others, have taken place, allowing the European
Union and Canada not only to exchange information but also to ensure
coordination whenever possible and to explore ways to expand the areas in
which we concretely work together. The Joint Cooperation Committee also
proposed recommendations for the establishment of new areas of cooperation,
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including on employment and social affairs.

Both the European Union and Canada reaffirmed their strong commitment to
ambitious climate policies in fulfilment of the Paris Agreement on climate
change. This will include the strengthening of existing partnerships, seeking
new alliances and contributions, and continued support to those who are
particularly vulnerable. Both sides stressed the importance they attach to
tackling global challenges responsibly, as well as to a rules-based global
order and effective multilateralism, in particular within the framework of
the United Nations. They agreed on the need for the European Union and Canada
to remain engaged and coordinated in multilateral fora, including the United
Nations and the G20, as well as the G7, which will be chaired by Canada in
2018. The possible participation of Canada in ongoing EU military and
civilian missions and operations around the world, as part of its Common
Security and Defence Policy, was also raised. The need to continue
championing a progressive free and fair trade policy was also discussed.

The Joint Cooperation Committee therefore confirmed the excellent state of
the close and long-standing partnership between the European Union and
Canada, which is based on shared democratic values, a responsibility to
defend human rights and dignity for all, and social protection. As foreseen
under the Strategic Partnership Agreement, the European Union and Canada will
continue to champion and uphold these values and principles through regular
dialogues, constructive cooperation and concrete action.

The Joint Cooperation Committee was co-chaired by Ms. Edita Hrdá, Managing
Director for the Americas in the European External Action Service, and by Ms.
Alexandra Bugailiskis, Assistant Deputy Minister for Europe, the Middle East
and the Maghreb at Global Affairs Canada. European Union Member States and
Canadian provinces also participated.

More information:

Factsheet on the EU-Canada Strategic Partnership Agreement

Factsheet on EU-Canada relations

Website of the European Union Delegation to Canada

Statement of the High
Representative/Vice-President Federica
Mog

The appointment of Mr Ghassan Salamé as United Nations Secretary General’s
Special Representative for Libya and Head of the United Nations Support
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Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) comes at a crucial moment for the Libyan Peace
Process.

I am confident that with Mr Salamé, the United Nations will stay at the
forefront of mediation work with all stakeholders in Libya. I spoke with Mr
Salame today and assured him of the EU’s support in his work.

We will continue our excellent cooperation and coordination with UNSMIL in
our political and diplomatic work in Libya, including in the framework of the
Libya Quartet, alongside the League of Arab States and African Union.

On this occasion, I want to pay tribute to Mr Martin Kobler for his work and
commitment to advancing peace in Libya.

I also met with Prime Minister Sarraj on 21st June to discuss with him how to
move ahead as there is an urgent need to find a comprehensive political
solution for Libya, in the framework of the Libyan Political Agreement. We
will continue the work to bring all parties together, under the auspices of
the UN, and promote coherence of international efforts so that the Libyan
people can live in a stable and secure Libya.
 


