
Emily Thornberry response to High
Court’s ruling that UK arms sales to
Saudi Arabia are legal

Emily
Thornberry MP, Labour’s Shadow Foreign Secretary, responding to the High
Court’s
ruling that UK arms sales to Saudi Arabia are legal, said:

“This
is a frustrating setback, but that is all it is. It will not for one
second stop us fighting for justice on behalf of the thousands of
civilians killed by Saudi air-strikes, and working for peace on behalf of the
millions of ordinary Yemenis currently living in fear of violence, famine and
cholera.

“In
particular, we must first redouble our efforts to force the UK Government
to support an independent, UN-led investigation into alleged violations
of international humanitarian law by the Saudi coalition, one the
Government will not be able to circumvent through the presentation of secret
evidence in closed sessions of court.

“And
second, we must continue to demand that the Government brings forward the
peace plan that the UN has been waiting for Britain to present for the
last nine months, and does not treat today’s judgement as a green light to
continue pushing for a military solution which can only bring more death,
misery and hardship to the people of Yemen.”

Lucas: Selling arms to Saudi Arabia is
'utterly unethical'
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10 July 2017

Caroline Lucas, the co-leader of the Green Party, has suggested that a change
of law is needed to stop arms sales to repressive regimes after the High
Court ruled that the Government can continue to sell weapons to Saudi Arabia
[1].

Lucas, who has been battling the Government over arms sales to Saudi Arabia
for many years, accused the Government of being ‘utterly unethical’ by
selling arms to a regime accused of breaking international law in Yemen. She
is supporting the CAAT appeal against the verdict. 

Caroline Lucas MP, Green Party co-leader, said:

“Today’s verdict might mean that the Government is on the right side of the
law for now, but it doesn’t give any moral justification for their utterly
unethical actions when it comes to arms sales. While the strict legal verdict
is that arms sales can continue, the only morally justifiable way forward
would be an immediate arms embargo to Saudi Arabia. 

“This verdict suggests that a change of law is desperately needed, because
the current legal framework is allowing Britain to sell weapons to a
repressive regime whose actions in Yemen are causing a humanitarian disaster.
This weak Government has said they are looking to work with other parties –
they should start by forming a cross-party review into arms sales to
repressive regimes.”

Notes:

1. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/10/uk-arms-exports-to-saudi-ara
bia-can-continue-high-court-rules?CMP=share_btn_tw

Tweet

Back to main news page

Let’s block ads! (Why?)

Press release: North East men fined
for illegal fishing

The Environment Agency is reminding anglers of the importance of having a rod
licence after two men were fined for fishing illegally in separate offences.

They were caught during targeted patrols on the River Derwent in Gateshead by
Environment Agency Fisheries Enforcement Officers
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On 28 March this year, Kyle Taylor-Allen, 30, of The Crescent, Dunston,
Gateshead, was found coarse fishing at Swalwell without a licence.

He was also fishing during the close season, which is prohibited, and using
illegal bait.
He was fined a total of £770, ordered to pay costs of £127 and a victim
surcharge or £30.

On 13 April this year, Peter Blackett, 53, of Waterbeach Place, Newcastle,
was found fishing without a licence at Rowlands Gill.

He was also fishing during close season, using an illegal bait and he had
taken and killed a fish while fishing without the landowner’s permission, an
offence under the Theft Act.

The offences were all proved in absence at Gateshead Magistrates’ Court on 3
July.

‘It’s vital anglers abide by the law’

Fisheries Enforcement Officer David Shears said: “It’s vital that anglers
abide by the law to protect the future of the sport and the quality of our
rivers and fisheries.

“We work closely with our partners at the police, angling clubs and the
Angling Trust to identify where illegal fishing might be taking place.

“Our fisheries enforcement officers work hard to target those people flouting
the law and we won’t hesitate to take action.

“Illegal fishing can be more costly that you think and hopefully this will
act as a deterrent for any angler thinking of cheating the system.”

The close season started on 15 March and runs for three months, preventing
fishing for coarse fish to give the fish a chance to breed.

All income from rod licence sales is used to fund Environment Agency work to
protect and improve fish stocks and fisheries, including improving habitats
for fish and facilities for anglers, tackling illegal fishing and working
with partners to encourage people to give fishing a go.

Buying a rod licence is quick and easy – you can buy one online on the gov.uk
website

The Environment Agency urges anyone to report illegal fishing by calling 0800
80 70 60.
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The Government’s industrial strategy
is simply not ambitious enough –
Rebecca Long Bailey

Rebecca
Long Bailey MP, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy, commenting
on today’s findings that the Government’s industrial strategy targets only 10
percent of manufacturing and 1 per cent of the whole economy and widens
regional divides, said,

‘’The
Government’s industrial strategy is simply not ambitious enough, focussing on
an extremely narrow section of the UK, both economically and geographically,
and contains no commitment to the levels of investment necessary to transform
the economy.

“Labour’s
industrial strategy has real teeth, backed up by our £250 billion National
Transformation Fund, the National Investment Bank and a network of Regional
Development Banks. It will be wide-reaching, centred around three pillars:
national missions to address the societal issues of our time, cross-cutting
policies to create a fertile ground for business activity and collaboration
at
a sector level for both established and potential industries.

“Only
Labour has a modern, ambitious and achievable industrial strategy to rebuild
and transform the economy in every region of the UK for the many not the
few.’’

Getting on with the day job

“Getting on with the day job” is a phrase widely bandied about Scottish
politics.
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