
Press Conference – London

PRIME MINISTER:

Well it’s been a very successful visit to the G20, to France and to the
United Kingdom.

At the G20 we were able to secure unanimous support for a strong statement on
counter-terrorism and in particular on ensuring that there will not be
ungoverned spaces online. That the rule of law will prevail online and
offline. A very strong commitment.

One of the leaders said at the meetings: “We’ve been talking about this for
years. Now we’re actually coming to an agreement, bringing it to a head so
that there is a clear signal from the leaders of the largest 20 economies.”
So that was a great achievement for us. We led that intiative and I’m very
glad that we were able to deliver it.

We saw strong outcomes on other measures, on other issues too. It was also a
great opportunity to meet with other leaders and secure strong commitments on
trade in particular. As you saw, we had a very good meeting with President
Widodo, President Jokowi of Indonesia. He gave his commitment to concluding
an Australia-Indonesia trade agreement by the end of the year. That’s a very
strong commitment, strong leadership on his part.

And of course we’re working to get a free trade agreement with the European
Union and you saw that we had a meeting with the President of the Commission
and the European Council, Donald Tusk and Jean-Claude Juncker. They made a
commitment too, as indeed supported by other European leaders like Chancellor
Merkel, President Macron and others, to get that agreement settled before
Britain leaves the EU sometime in 2019.

So you can see that we’re moving. We’ve got our skates on and we’re getting
things done, getting the initiative, the momentum going on all of these
matters.

We were able to have a very, very long period of time, both on the plane from
Hamburg to Paris and then of course the Élysée Palace, to get to know the new
President of France, President Macron. Really a fantastic opportunity as you
can see. He is a very warm and generous host and a great meeting. Really a
great opportunity and understanding to have with him at this early stage in
his Presidency.

Of course we were then able to go to Cherbourg and to see the work that is
being done there on our future submarine program, and open the Australian
Future Submarine Project office there. To see that strong collaboration
between France and Australia, you saw how warm and committed to the project
was the President Macron and also the Minister for the Armed Forces, Florence
Parly.

Then we came here to the UK and of course the focus of the visit with the
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government has been continuing our work in the fight against terrorism. It
was very moving to visit, with Prime Minister May, the London Bridge and the
Borough Market.

To see where those brave young Australian women were killed.

To see the men, the police officers that sought to revive them.

To look at and admire the resilience of that community and the determination
of the British people and of course all the Australians that are part of this
community, not to be cowed by terrorism; to stand up, defy them and defeat
them as we are doing in the field and as the Metropolitan Police did in the
Borough Market where we stood.

Then we were able to have very detailed, in depth meetings with the British
intelligence community. Our intelligence relationship with the UK is one of
absolute trust. It could not be more intimate and it’s always good to meet
with the UK intelligence community, the leaders of MI5, MI6, GCHQ and others.
To learn how we are working closer and closer together all the time to
counter the terrorists, to defeat them as we defy them.

As you know we had a very good meeting with Prime Minister May at Number 10,
a fine lunch cooked by Skye Gyngell, my old mentor Bruce’s daughter which is
very touching. Then we were able to talk about another free trade agreement
which will be the free trade agreement we have with the United Kingdom which
we aim to enter into as quickly as we can, as soon as Britain is free to deal
with us.

So its been a very good and productive visit and this afternoon, I look
forward to an audience with her Majesty the Queen. Then we’ll be returning
home to Australia.

JOURNALIST:

Prime Minister, what’s your understanding of which royal will open the
Commonwealth Games next year? Will it be the Queen or one of her
representatives?

PRIME MINISTER:

I can’t advise you on that but I may be better informed this afternoon.

JOURNALIST:

What do you intend to discuss with the Queen?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well the discussions as you know are always confidential, but I’m sure her
Majesty would be keen to learn about what the major issues are and
developments in Australia. I obviously look forward to her advice and wisdom.
She has after all known and advised many, many Prime Ministers.



JOURNALIST:

Prime Minister, all those years ago when you led the republican campaign on
the referendum, did you ever think in 2017, you would be going to Buckingham
Palace as Prime Minister to visit the Queen?

PRIME MINISTER:

No I don’t think I did imagine that David. But as I said last night, you
know, politics is full of unpredictable events. All I can say is that many, I
would say most Australian republicans, are Elizabethans as well.

JOURNALIST:

Soon after you became Prime Minister you indicated your support for the
release of the letters that have been marked personal between the former
Governor General Kerr and the Queen relating to the dismissal. Is that
something that you still support, the release of them, and will you raise
that with the Queen today?

PRIME MINISTER:

You’ll forgive me if I’ll be discrete about that matter.

JOURNALIST:

The first part of my question? Do you still support the release of those
letters?

PRIME MINISTER:

Let me leave that, given I’ll be meeting with her Majesty shortly, I don’t
want to say anything that could be interpreted as suggesting what we will be
discussing. Certainly after the meeting we won’t be going into what has been
discussed.

JOURNALIST:

Prime Minister can I ask you, if the Queen were to seek your counsel on how
long you think it will be before Australia is a Republic, what counsel would
you give her?

PRIME MINISTER:

Again, thank you, I think my views on that are very well known.

JOURNALIST:

Prime Minister on the innovation roundtable this morning, did you get any
concrete ideas out of that as to what, any policy adjustments?

PRIME MINISTER:

Yeah look, thanks that’s a good question.



There is a lot of concern in the British educational community about the
consequences of Brexit. You know, there are a lot of collaborative research
programmes and funding through the European Union. While there is already a
lot of collaboration with Australia, they are looking forward to do more.

So I think while obviously the decision to leave the EU is a matter for the
British people – and it’s a decision that they’ve taken – you can see,
whether it is on the trade front, or on the education, research and
innovation front, British people and leaders are looking to do more with
Australia.

So that may be a, you know, a silver lining at least from our point of view,
in respect of the Brexit decision.

JOURNALIST:

Do you think the Australia-Britain FTA may have some sections in place to
allay some of those concerns?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well it could, but I’d say that I think we can do more on the research and
collaboration side with perhaps more fellowships going in each direction. We
could do more of that now. I don’t think there is any limitation under the EU
rules on that front.

So I think what you’re seeing is, Britain has naturally been part of the
European Union for a long time. They’ve been very focused on their role in
Britain, or their role in Europe I should say. But you can see that now
Britain is looking more widely afield.

Britain has always been a global power while part of the European Union, but
I believe they will become more so because they need to obviously have more
relations, more connections all around the world. That’s what I was talking
about yesterday at Number 10, you know a lot of people in this country
frankly are very downcast about the Brexit decision, they think it was a
mistake.

I don’t comment on that, it’s their decision. But the point I was making at
Number 10 was, British people should see this from an optimistic point of
view. They should be able to say: “Well we’ve made that decision, we are a
global power, we are part of a global economy, there is a world elsewhere
beyond Europe and we should embrace it”. I think Australia is a big part of
it.

JOURNALIST:

Prime Minister we know that you can’t tell us about what you’re going to talk
her about, but you are a student of history, can you reflect on the
Queen, she’s been Queen longer than any of us have been alive. And your
friend across the channel Emmanuel Macron has pointed out the fact that he
believes the French people mourn the loss of the King in their society,
still. So can you reflect on the Queen and her role in the UK’s life and



Australia’s life?

PRIME MINISTER:

Well you know her ancestors also had the title of Queen of France too, but
I’m not sure – I don’t think President Macron is thinking about that.

Look, the Queen has embodied selfless public service, dignity, wisdom,
leadership for longer and more magnificently than anyone alive today. There
is no doubt about that. She has been a remarkable leader of the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth. She has been our head of state for all of that
time and I’ll be very honoured to meet her, as Australia’s Prime Minister and
to share my thoughts about Australia and hear what she has to say.

So I’m really looking forward to it. As I say even republicans like myself
can be, and in my case are very strong Elizabethans.

JOURNALIST:

A newspaper report in Australia is suggesting that your Government is
considering new emissions standards that would have the effect of raising the
cost of the average new vehicle by about $5,000. Can you tell us, is that
report right? And if not-

PRIME MINISTER:

Well I haven’t seen the report. Certainly no decisions have been made in that
regard at all, but I haven’t seen the report.

JOURNALIST:

Your speech last night has provoked some anger among conservatives back home
in Australia.

PRIME MINISTER:

Really? I saw Eric Abetz said it was a magnificent speech.

JOURNALIST:

Well Alan Jones’s rant, or Cory Bernardi or Pauline Hanson reacting saying
that the Liberal Party is not the home for conservatives in Australia, have
they misunderstood your message?

PRIME MINISTER:

I am proud to lead the party Robert Menzies founded.

And as the Prime Minister and leader of the Liberal Party I stand on the same
political ground, with the same political principles with which he founded
our great party, so many years ago.

As I said last night, the most fundamental standard of our party is a
commitment to individual freedom. Not just freedom for unions and big



businesses, but freedom for the men and women Menzies called ‘the Forgotten
People’. Freedom for the people that Edmund Burke called the little platoons,
the small platoons.

That commitment to freedom is what distinguishes us from the Labor Party.

We combine conservative and liberal traditions, as I said in my speech.

We stand at the sensible centre, as Tony Abbott said.

We are a broach church, as John Howard said.

But as Menzies set out when he founded our party, we are a party that is
committed to freedom.

My speech last night was about freedom and the way it is not threatened by
strong security, it is enabled by security. That security which my Government
delivers through strong laws, strong agencies, strong values, that was the
speech, that was the content of my speech last night about how freedom – our
fundamental value  – is protected by the security we deliver for the
Australian people.

Thank you all very much and have a good flight home.

[ENDS]

Remarks at Education Roundtable

PROFESSOR BYRNE:

Welcome, the Prime Minister of Australia, to our university campus in central
London. Malcolm Turnbull I know from my many years in Australia, is an
absolute leader, a champion for innovation. He has connections with the UK –
he was here as a Rhodes Scholar – and deep friendships. I think he’d
appreciate as much as any of us that this is an unbridled opportunity to
build on long, deep friendships and really strengthen the relationships in
education, in research, not only around universities but more broadly between
our two countries going ahead.

So Prime Minister welcome. It’s wonderful to see you here. Perhaps I can
invite you to say a few words and I’ll invite my colleagues to introduce
themselves.

PRIME MINISTER:

Very good well thank you very much. Thank you for inviting me here today. The
ties between Australia and UK universities of course, are about as intimate
as they possibly could be. My old university, Sydney University was built to
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imitate, if you like, or recreate the spirit of Oxford and Cambridge. It’s
motto, Sidere mens eadem mutato – the same mind under different stars – gives
you an indication of the closeness of the relationship.

We all understand the closeness of the connections over so many years but let
me get down to business. The most important thing I’d like to hear from you
about, is about innovation and research and development.

We have a big innovation and science agenda in Australia. Innovation is the
key to productivity. It’s absolutely essential. Our agenda is going well, we
are seeing stronger investment in venture capital and startups, actually
quite considerable strengthening there.

But one thing we do not do well enough in Australia, and you do much better
than we do – and I’d like to hear from you, why you think that’s so – is that
we don’t have enough collaboration between primary research and universities
and industry.

In other words, we are not commercialising enough of our IP. In fact we were
talking about it only at breakfast this morning Alexander with some of the
CEO’s – now we’ve changed the research grant rules to give priority to or
encouragement to that type of collaboration but given how close we are
culturally and in every respect, with the UK, why are you – we believe that
you’re doing it better than us, and how can we improve it. Because we want to
make more of those great, Australian ideas and intellectual property turn
into great Australian businesses and Australian jobs.

[ENDS]

Remarks at meeting with AstraZeneca
CEO, Mr Pascal Soriot

PRIME MINISTER:

Thank you Mr Soriot, Chief Executive of AstraZeneca. You’re the leading
manufacturer of pharmaceuticals in Australia and so committed to the
excellence of your team in Australia and the big export business you’ve built
out of Australia in this pharmaceutical industry. In advanced manufacturing,
you’re investing another $100 million to expand your plant in Sydney.

That is great news. Congratulations, thank you. Now tell us all about it.

MR PASCAL SORIOT, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, ASTRAZENECA:

Yeah thank you Prime Minister, it’s been a great pleasure to announce this
$100 million investment in Australia.
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That comes on the back of another $100 million we’ve invested in the last few
years in this facility. That is really a centre of excellence for us, for the
manufacture of inhaler products for the treatment of asthma and COPD.

We intend through this incremental investment, we intend to generate about
$2.6 billion of exports out of Australia to a great variety of markets
including China. And these products are growing very very rapidly and we
expect to generate even more investments in jobs in Australia over the next
few years.

And I was saying a few minutes ago, it really pleases me particularly to make
this investment because despite my accent I am an Australian by adoption. My
children, my family live there and I plan to retire to Australia. So it’s
really a very pleasing investment for me to able to announce today.

We have a tremendous team there, they’ve done a tremendous job. It’s really
high quality manufacturing, really specialised manufacturing in the
pharmaceutical industry and it’s our centre of excellence for the world.

PRIME MINISTER:

Well thank you Pascal, good luck and I hope it’s many years before you
retire. You look very young and vigorous.

 [ENDS]

Remarks at Business Roundtable
Breakfast

PRIME MINISTER:

Thank you Alexander, and thank you all for being here this morning.

Thank you for your commitment to Australia, for your investments in
Australia.

Thank you Sanjeev Gupta for your decision to acquire Arrium. You’re going
down to Australia tonight for ten days, and we look forward to you completing
that acquisition and providing the investment support and security for the
people of Whyalla and the steelmaking operations there which are so
important.

I want to thank you all, as Alexander said, for your investment and
partnership with Australia. The Australia-UK relationship of course is so
close. There is no more trusted relationship at every level than we have with
the UK. Whether it is at the level of family – most Australians have some
ancestors in the UK and about five per cent of Australians were born in the
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UK – and of course our security ties. I’m sitting next to the former head of
MI5. There were days when your predecessors wouldn’t have liked to have been
with me, I think.

[Laughter]

I hope all is forgiven. All is forgiven, of course it is. Well I spent, with
Alexander, part of yesterday in the Cobra Briefing Room deep underneath
Whitehall with the Joint Intelligence Committee. It did occur to me that 30
years ago, if I had found my way into a basement under Whitehall, I mightn’t
have been let out.

[Laughter]

So it is good, I do feel as though all is forgiven. That issue of trust,
shared values, shared interest is so important. As Alexander said, we are
committed to driving strong economic growth. At the election campaign, one of
our slogans was jobs and growth; it’s not just a slogan, it’s an outcome,
we’ve seen very strong jobs growth. We’ve had some terrific, just today –
there’s always some new statistics – very strong business confidence figures
out today published by the NAB. The economy is growing. We are recovering,
and strongly, from the inevitable downturn of the mining investment boom. We
had a huge increase in commodity prices, as you know, beginning about a
decade ago. As Jan du Plessis from Rio knows very well. So massive investment
and of course, it employed a lot of people, brought a lot of capital into the
country when those big projects were built. Obviously the production
continues, but the stimulus from the construction boom comes to an end.

Many people said we’d have a hard landing. Many distinguished economists said
we would have a very hard landing. But in fact the resilience of the
Australian economy, because of our commitment to free trade and open markets,
enabled us to continue powering ahead.

Our growth, our economy, is much more diverse than it’s ever been. It is very
much driven by our access to the big Asian markets, not just in exporting
commodities, but services, agricultural products, food products. The economic
growth in Tasmania for example, which has had tough economic times for a long
time, is entirely driven by the export opportunities we’ve created.

That’s why when I was with Theresa May, the British Prime Minister yesterday,
I was expressing great optimism for what she is going to be able to achieve
in the post-Brexit environment because she is committed to Britain being an
open trading economy, open to the world, recognizing just as we do that the
more opportunities we have for our businesses to get out there and grow, the
more opportunities for other businesses to come and invest with us and
partner with us, the stronger we’ll be.

So I look forward to having a good discussion with you all and again, thank
you for being here. Thank you for your confidence in Australia, because I can
assure you it’s entirely reciprocated.

[ENDS]



Conclusions du Conseil sur la
communication de la Commission sur
l’examen à mi-parcours du plan
d’action concernant l’union des
marchés des capitaux

Roaming charges ended in the European Union on 15 June 2017. Europeans
travelling within EU countries will ‘Roam Like at Home’ and pay domestic
prices for roaming calls, SMS and data.  …

On 23 June 2016 citizens of the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the
European Union (EU). On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European
Council of its intention to leave the EU by…

Over the past 20 years, the European Union has put in place some of the
highest common asylum standards in the world. And in the past two years,
European migration policy has advanced in leaps and…

‘Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.It will
be built through concrete achievementswhich first create a de facto
solidarity.’Robert Schuman9 May 1950On 25 March 2017,…

In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate
destabilisation of a neighbouring sovereign country, the EU has imposed
restrictive measures against the Russian Federation.Overview…

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his annual State
of the Union speech at the European Parliament on 14 September 2016, just two
days ahead of the informal meeting of 27…

Enlargement is the process whereby countries join the EU. Since it was
founded in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 member countries to 28.Any European
country that respects the principles of liberty,…
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