
Chinese aircraft carrier formation
conducts coordination training

A flotilla including China’s aircraft carrier Liaoning embarked on a new
training mission upon arrival at an unidentified sea area Thursday.

The training, a latest effort to explore the oceangoing combat training
practice, is expected to strengthen coordination among the vessels in the
naval formation, improve the skills of crew and pilots in different marine
conditions, and enhance the command capability.

The aircraft carrier has just concluded a five-day visit to the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) to celebrate the 20th anniversary of
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) being stationed in the HKSAR.

The PLA Hong Kong Garrison has been responsible for the defense of Hong Kong
since its return to the motherland in 1997.

News story: £40m investment in high-
tech Typhoon Defence System

Updated: updated tag.

The contract, announced at today’s Airpower Conference in London, has been
awarded to UK-based company Leonardo and will upgrade the aircraft’s
Defensive Aids Sub System (DASS).

The DASS will upgrade the way the aircraft protects itself from a full range
of threats, including enemy aircraft and missiles launched from the ground,
enabling it to continue carrying out successful missions like protecting
Britain’s skies as part of Quick Reaction Alert and defeating Daesh in Iraq
and Syria as part of Op Shader.

Running over a two year period, the contract will sustain 65 high-value jobs
at Leonardo’s site in Luton, as well as 41 jobs at BAE Systems in Warton,
Lancashire.

The contract comes as Royal Air Force pilots test advanced weapons and
software upgrades for the Typhoon.

Defence Secretary, Sir Michael Fallon said:
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Our Armed Forces face ever-evolving threats so we must invest in
cutting-edge technology to ensure they can operate in hostile
theatres. Our growing Defence budget and £178 billion equipment
plan makes this possible; giving UK forces the defences they need
to protect them, their kit and the people of Britain.

The RAF’s Typhoon jet is already a state-of-the-art combat aircraft
that protects the UK both at home and abroad, but today’s
announcement is a clear example of how it is being continually
enhanced and upgraded so it remains as effective tomorrow as it is
today.

The Typhoon, which provides a Quick Reaction Alert to help protect the UK, is
expected to operate in a range of hostile environments with the Defensive
Aids Sub System providing a set of self-defence sensors and countermeasures
which detect and evaluate potential threats and automatically deploy the most
effect countermeasure.

Chief Executive Officer at the MOD’s Defence Equipment and Support
organisation, Tony Douglas, said:

This contract is the product of close cooperation between MOD and
Industry and comes at an incredibly productive time for Typhoon
which has also seen a new package of advanced weapons, software and
avionics enhancements being tested by Royal Air Force pilots.

This upgrade will ensure Typhoon can identify and defeat known and
emerging threats and shows that the MOD is committed to ensuring
our Armed Forces have the best equipment and technology available
to them.

The Defensive Aids Sub System includes Electronic Support Measures, missile
warning, on-board electronic countermeasures and towed radar decoys.

The Typhoon force is currently operationally based at RAF Coningsby in
Lincolnshire, RAF Lossiemouth in Scotland and the Falkland Islands.

Press release: Sutton Coldfield angler
fined for fishing illegally

On 4 July 2017 at Nuneaton Magistrates’ Court, Matthew Hitches of Harvest
Fields Way, Sutton Coldfield was fined £220 for fishing without a licence.
Hitches was also ordered to pay costs of £580.17 and a victim surcharge of
£30 following a prosecution by the Environment Agency.
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The offence took place on 17 September 2016 at Kingsbury Water Park.

At his initial hearing on 25 April, Hitches, aged 40, entered a plea of not
guilty which forced the case to go to trial. This accounted for the high
costs awarded in this case. Hitches failed to attend the court for his trial
and the case against him was proved in his absence.

Andrew Eardley from the Environment Agency said:

The majority of anglers fish legally. The minority of anglers that
fail to buy a fishing licence are cheating their fellow anglers and
the future of the sport.

An annual licence costs just £30. It seems ridiculous that anglers
risk significant fines and costs, a criminal conviction and the
loss of their fishing equipment for such a small fee.

Money from fishing licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is
used to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers,
including protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease;
restoring fish stocks through re-stocking; eradicating invasive species; and
fish habitat improvements. Licence money is also used to fund the Angling
Trust to provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in
the sport.

You need a valid Environment Agency rod licence to fish for salmon, trout,
freshwater fish, smelt or eel in England. Buying a rod licence is easy,
simply visit buy a rod licence on GOV.UK.

Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report it
directly to the Environment Agency hotline on 0800 80 70 60. Information on
illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be reported anonymously to
Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111.

Press release: Flood defence
improvement plans shared at Burton
regatta

On 9 July 2017, visitors to Burton’s famous regatta had an opportunity to
find out about the planned £17 million improvement works to the town’s flood
defences. Staff from the Environment Agency were at the event to discuss the
scheme and also spread awareness about being more flood resilient.
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Burton has flooded regularly over the centuries. Ten years ago during summer
the defences were put to the test when England and Wales suffered its worst
ever flooding, with 414mm (16 inches) of rain between May to July, the most
since records began in 1766.

The planned works to the Burton flood defences will see improvements to the
9km of existing defences that already protect more than 7,000 homes and
businesses in the town, with a further 3,358 properties set to benefit. The
work, due to start in October 2018, with a completion date of March 2020,
will enable further transformation of the town centre to allow it to become
more sustainable.

Mark Swain, who heads the Environment Agency’s Staffordshire flood risk team,
said:

Burton is a major transport and business centre. The defences have
prevented flooding for 100 days in the last 30 years. The cost to
families and businesses if those defences had not been there would
have been astronomical.

But we can’t afford to rest on our laurels; we’re working with our
partners and the people of Burton to protect thousands more homes
and businesses for the future.

That’s why it was so important for us to be at the regatta,
explaining our plans and how everyone can do their bit to reduce
flood risk.

As well as the plans for the new works and how to become more resilient,
visitors to the regatta were also able to find out how the Environment
Agency’s remote-control survey boats work and what is being done across
Staffordshire to protect people and properties from flooding.

Prise de fonction de la nouvelle
Présidente du Conseil d’administration
de la FRA

Roaming charges ended in the European Union on 15 June 2017. Europeans
travelling within EU countries will ‘Roam Like at Home’ and pay domestic
prices for roaming calls, SMS and data.  …
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On 23 June 2016 citizens of the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the
European Union (EU). On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European
Council of its intention to leave the EU by…

Over the past 20 years, the European Union has put in place some of the
highest common asylum standards in the world. And in the past two years,
European migration policy has advanced in leaps and…

‘Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.It will
be built through concrete achievementswhich first create a de facto
solidarity.’Robert Schuman9 May 1950On 25 March 2017,…

In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate
destabilisation of a neighbouring sovereign country, the EU has imposed
restrictive measures against the Russian Federation.Overview…

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his annual State
of the Union speech at the European Parliament on 14 September 2016, just two
days ahead of the informal meeting of 27…

Enlargement is the process whereby countries join the EU. Since it was
founded in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 member countries to 28.Any European
country that respects the principles of liberty,…


