
EU kündigt zusätzliche humanitäre
Hilfe in Höhe von 30 Mio. EUR für Irak
an

13/07/2017 – Culture, education and youth / Justice and citizens’ rights /
Security and defence

The European Commission has today put forward new rules to clamp down on the
illegal import and trafficking of cultural goods from outside the EU, often
linked to terrorist financing and other criminal activity. 

EU announces additional €30 million in
humanitarian aid for Iraq

The European Commission is scaling up its response to the humanitarian crisis
in Iraq with an additional €30 million. The money will enable the EU to
continue its support for emergency relief in newly retaken areas, including
for families who have recently lost their homes. It will also go towards
emergency medical services providers attending to injured civilians on the
frontlines.

Speaking in Washington today during a High-Level Meeting on the Internally
Displaced Persons Crisis in Mosul (Iraq), Commissioner Stylianides said: “The
end of the Mosul military campaign marks the beginning of a new phase of
international support to Iraq – one that requires our rock solid commitment
to preserving humanity. Together we will ensure that all civilians are
protected in Telafar, West Anbar and Hawidja, as well as in their locations
of displacement.”

This brings the total EU humanitarian assistance given to Iraq since 2015 to
€340 million.

Background:

The humanitarian crisis in Iraq is one of the largest and most complex in the
world. Since the beginning of this crisis, the EU has been at the forefront
of the humanitarian response in Iraq, enabling life-saving operations
throughout the country, especially in hard-to-reach areas and locations
directly affected by the conflict.

In full respect of humanitarian principles, the EU channels its substantial
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aid through partner organisations to where needs are the highest. In addition
to direct humanitarian funding, the European Commission supports the
coordination and transport of emergency supplies, such as tents, blankets,
hygiene kits, medical equipment and other material offered by Participating
States to the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.

For more information:

EU Humanitarian Assistance to Iraq

L’UE annonce une aide humanitaire
supplémentaire de 30 millions d’euros
en faveur de l’Iraq
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linked to terrorist financing and other criminal activity. 

Speech by President Juncker at the
Award of Honorary Doctorate at the Law
School of the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki

[As pronounced]

Prime Minister, dear friend Alexis,

Commissioner, dear friend Dimitris,

Friends from today and from former times,

Distinguished guests,
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Dear friends,

I have to start by thanking the Rector and the Vice-Rector for their kind and
generous words: “Ευχαριστώ πολύ”. Mainly the Vice-Rector’s laudatio was
excellent. If my parents were here – unfortunately they passed away last year
– my father would have been proud by listening and my mother would have
believed each and every word you were saying.

I am humbled to accept this prestigious Honorary Doctorate. The fact that it
comes from here, from the historic Law School of the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, only makes this more of an honour.

You were referring to a weak period of my life. Listening to you, I was not
aware – before you have described my life – that I had such a rich life and
such a rich biography. It sounded like a necrology – too early. You did not
mention the mistakes, the errors, the failures which were part of my life. I
was a student in Strasbourg, studying law. But I did not – I was more often
in the Faculty of French Literature than in the Law Faculty. I succeeded to
pass the exams, I had to go through. When I was made Honorary Doctor of the
Strasbourg Faculty, fortunately they did not mention my grades. And I never
had the intention of becoming a Doctor of Law. I stopped just before and I
decided to enter politics because I knew that time helping people to discover
my destiny, I would be Doctor Honoris Causa of this University. So I
succeeded to that.

I have to say that accepting this award is probably one of the greatest days
in my recent life. I was not really practicing law, because I was appointed
junior Minister at the age of 28. So I had to stop what could have become a
great career in the Luxembourgish Bar. The fact that I am honoured today –
and the way you are doing it – is very important to me because the rules of
this great University and the many great minds that have passed through it
honour the one who has been made just a few moments ago Doctor of this
University.

The lesson of Aristotle is in fact very simple. We must never lose sight of
what keeps us together. The values that we share. The society that we work
in. And the compassion and solidarity that we show each other. This is what
the European Union is built on. And this is what we must keep fighting for as
Europe looks forward to its future.

There is no better place to do that than here in Greece.  And let me say how
much of a delight it is to be back here. You know, if you are delivering
public speeches you are told by those who are surrounding you that you have
to say at the very beginning of each speech ”I am happy to be here”. Normally
it is not true. But tonight it is true because I love this country and those
living here.

I was trying throughout my career to be helpful to Greece. ”Helpful” is a bad
expression – I wanted to be loyal to the legacy of this big nation. Sometimes
I am reading in German papers and others – Austrian, Dutch – that Greece is a
small country. That is not true; Greece is a big nation. And that is the
reason why I fell in love with this nation. And I was trying throughout my



career – President of the Eurogroup, President of the Commission, Prime
Minister, whatsoever – to respect the dignity of the Greek people. Because
the dignity of the Greek people was not respected by all of the Europeans and
I wanted to have this dignity respected.

Now it is time to turn the page. And that is exactly what Greece has been
doing. Today, confidence, stability and growth are returning. The economy is
set to grow by 2.1% in 2017 and 2.5% in 2018 – if you continue the reform
process, my dear Alexis. I was Prime Minister for 18 years, try to do the
same – but it is not for sure that you will have this long period. But I am
happy with what the Prime Minister and the Greek Government are doing – and
the Greek people before them. This is a huge performance.

There are less Greeks out of a job than was the situation years ago. And the
fiscal surplus is eight times higher than the target for last year and
already above the target for the end of the programme in mid-2018.

That progress is down to the wide-ranging reforms this country has put into
place over the last years. And I am grateful, I am paying tribute to those
Greeks nobody knows. The poorer part of the society, they were paying the
price. Not the elites were paying the price – the poorer part of this country
was paying the price and in no other country this would have been possible.
Respectfully I am greeting the Greek people – a great people!

Now we are moving to the future. It is a brighter future than the one we
could have imagined years ago; prosperity is returning. The European
Commission I have the honour to preside is not giving money to Greece, but is
– together with the Greek Government and the Greek Parliament – trying to put
into place a future-oriented programme worth of EUR 35 billion including
social issues.

The so-called Juncker Plan is working in Greece. It was called the Juncker
Plan when it started; because people thought that this will be a total
failure and so they wanted to pre-identify the one who would be guilty for
the failure. Now that it is working it is called the European Fund for
Strategic Investments, but it is exactly the same. And Greece is one of the
benefiters from this programme, because I thought when starting my job in
Brussels that the European Union should not be identified by austerity,
brutal measures against the weakest in our society. But I thought that it
would be worth to restart what has been the strength of Europe for the last
decades: the investments. Investments are important and that is exactly what
we did. And we did it with the help of the Greek authorities, the Greek
Government, the Greek Parliament, and now we are seeing that this is
producing benefits in Europe and in this beloved country.

In one word as in thousands, I am happy to be here. I think that I was
rightly appointed Doctor Honoris Causa of this University. And I know that
some of my colleagues – Dimitris, Margaritis – were studying here. I am happy
to discover the improved quality of this University today. But I am happy to
have these guys in “my” Commission. I am happy to be here.

I will continue to be a friend of Greece. It is easy to say today. But when I



was saying – Evangelos, you were there for a longer moment; Alexis too – that
I will stand for Greece, there was no applause. Today everyone is saying: it
was the right idea to keep Greece in the euro area. Would they have said it
before, I would have had more leisure than I had. As I was a friend of Greece
when Greece had few friends, I want to stay a friend of Greece for the coming
years.

“MAZI ΘΑ ΠΕΤΥΧΟΥΜΕ!” – for those who are less fluent in Greek than I am, that
means: “Together we will succeed”.

Thank you so much.

Relics buried beneath blankets of cash

Coins and notes were thrown into a display at the Leifeng relic site by
visitors seeking blessings. [Photo/China Daily]

Travelers’ misunderstandings about throwing coins and notes onto historical
relics for blessings has nearly ruined the 1,000-year-old Leifeng Pagoda in
Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, according to a local newspaper.

The administrative unit of the Leifeng Pagoda scenic spot has been under
pressure to protect the historical and cultural site. Piles of coins and
notes virtually buried the relic, Qianjiang Evening News reported.

The reporter wrote that during a half-hour visit, “nearly half of all
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travelers threw money for wishes－mainly middle-aged women, children and young
couples”.

The Leifeng Pagoda, located in the West Lake scenic area, was originally
built in AD 977. It has fallen and been rebuilt several times. Most recently,
it collapsed in 1924 but wasn’t rebuilt until 78 years later, in 2002.

The repair project unearthed an underground shrine, and the pagoda was built
above it. Relics are now fenced within glass walls.

But the 2-meter-high walls didn’t prevent the relics from becoming the
objects of visitors’ enthusiasm for blessings. People continued throwing
money, and coins and paper notes blanketed the relics.

“We clean the site twice a month, and more frequently in peak season, so that
visitors can enjoy viewing the relics instead of a money hill,” said an
administrative staff member, who noted that it all adds to the workload at
the site.

According to the administration, more than 20,000 yuan (US$3,000) is
collected every year at the site. The money is used for maintenance of the
relics, the newspaper reported.

Zhong Xiangping, vice-president of the Hangzhou Historical and Cultural
Association, was quoted as saying some Chinese folklore holds that people
throwing coins in specific spots can receive blessings and peace. Believers
fear missing any chance at a blessing, so they toss coins or notes just about
anywhere after finding that some previous visitors had done the same thing.

Last month, an 80-year-old woman boarding an aircraft at Shanghai Pudong
International Airport even threw some coins into the engine as a blessing for
a safe flight. The flight was delayed for five hours while the engine was
checked.

In Zhong’s view, unlike the Trevi Fountain in Italy, Leifeng Pagoda is just a
historic relic. “It has no function for blessings,” Zhong said.

Throwing money also hinders relic protection efforts.

A staff member at the pagoda told the newspaper that notices posted on the
glass wall tell people not to throw money.

“Patrolling staff members have also tried to dissuade people from doing that.
People just ignored them. We hope the public will give us ideas to cut down
on the problem.”


