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More money for Wokingham and West
Berkshire schools

I was pleased today that the Secretary of State announced £1300 million more
for English schools across 2018-19 and 2019-20. I had been pressing her and
the Treasury hard to make more money available in total for schools, as had
others.

She went on to explain that “we are able to increase the percentage allocated
to pupil led factors and this formula settlement to 2019-20 will provide at
least £4,800 per pupil for every secondary school”. Again I with others had
pressed for more of the money to be granted as a per pupil payment so that
Councils like Wokingham and West Berkshire would benefit fully.

The government is still planning on introducing a fairer funding formula for
2018-19 and beyond. For the first two years the “national funding formula
will set indicative budgets for each school” but “local authorities will
continue to set a local formula as they do now for determining individual
schools budgets in 2018-19 and 2019-20." The details of the new national
formula will be set out in September.

I will follow up with the Secretary of State on the detail of the formula as
I am keen to see a decent result for local schools.

China breeding center welcomes over 70
Siberian tiger cubs
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Quintuplet tiger cubs play at the Siberian Tigers Park, the world’s largest
breeding center for the cat, in Harbin City, the capital of Northeast
China’'s Heilongjiang Province, May 11, 2017. [Photo/Ecns.cn]

More than 70 cubs have been born this year at the world’s largest breeding
center for Siberian tigers in northeast China’'s Heilongjiang Province as the
breeding season is coming to an end.

Siberian tigers usually give birth between April and June, but staff at the
center said they still expect to welcome more than 100 Siberian tiger cubs in
2017.

The fluffy, mischievous cubs are in good heath, according to breeders at the
Siberian tiger park under Heilongjiang Hengdao Hezi Cat Family Breeding
Center Monday. They added that the animals have become much stronger and
shown aggressive behavior in just a few months.

The center controls the mating to ensure the number of cubs born each year
will have superior genetics, said Liu Dan, chief engineer of the park.

Siberian tigers are one of the world’s most endangered species. They
predominantly live in northeast China and eastern Russia.

China has been trying to save the species through captive breeding programs.
When the center opened in 1986, it had only eight tigers, now it is home to
more than 1,000.




Press release: Threatened native
species finds safety in Lincolnshire

Efforts to protect the UK’s only native species of crayfish have seen almost
600 specimens moved to protected new homes in Lincolnshire.

The endangered white-clawed crayfish have been transferred to two secluded
locations, chosen for their potential as safe havens.

Known as ‘Ark Sites’, the carefully selected refuges have all the
characteristics needed for the crayfish to establish a thriving colony,
including good-quality water, suitable habitat, and an isolated location.

Most importantly, they will be safe from the threat of their non-native
counterparts, the North American Signal crayfish. This invasive species out-
competes our own for food and habitat, and carries a fungal disease that
devastates native populations.

Dr Chris Extence, Environment Agency team leader for Analysis and Reporting,
said:

Bringing our native crayfish into the safety of an Ark Site is
vital to protecting them from these threats, safeguarding their
long-term survival and stability.

White-clawed crayfish are the only native species of crayfish in Britain.
Although protected by law, numbers have declined dramatically in recent years
and established populations are becoming increasingly vulnerable.

In Lincolnshire, the Upper Witham has long been a stronghold for native
crayfish, but they are increasingly under threat from Signals. In total, 572
specimens were moved into two undisclosed locations in Lincolnshire two weeks
ago: a limestone stream in the county’s south west and a chalk stream in the
Wolds.

Dr Extence added:

In the case of the latter, this is the first time in many years
that this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty has been home to
native crayfish.

A number of organisations, including the Environment Agency, Natural England,
Lincolnshire Rivers Trust, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and Lincolnshire Chalk
Stream Partnership, were involved in the two-day operation. Environment
Agency specialists will now monitor the colonies in their new homes.


http://www.government-world.com/press-release-threatened-native-species-finds-safety-in-lincolnshire-3/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-threatened-native-species-finds-safety-in-lincolnshire-3/

Dr Extence continued:

The use of Ark Sites is nationally-recognised best practice, and
just one of the ways we can safeguard the future of the native
crayfish.

A previous attempt at creating an Ark Site in Lincolnshire has been
successful, with evidence of breeding — a strong sign of an
established colony.

Press release: North West awarded £1
million funding for natural flood
scheme

People, homes and businesses across the North West will be better protected
from flooding thanks to a £1 million natural flood scheme, the Floods
Minister Thérese Coffey announced Friday (14 July).

More than 1,000 properties across Delph, Uppermill, Stalybridge, Mossley,
Hayfield, Glossop and Whaley Bridge will benefit from the pioneering ‘Slow
the Flow’ project. The project will ‘slow the flow’ of water reaching rivers
and watercourses upstream of communities at flood risk.

Measures to slow the flow of water — from peat restoration to woodland
planting and leaky barriers — will trap sediment and help to reduce the need
for channel maintenance. The project will be carried out by a wide range of
partners, including the Irwell River Trust, United Utilities and Cheshire
Wildlife Trust.

The scheme is one of 58 across England which will benefit from £15 million of
government funding for natural flood defences.

Floods Minister Thérese Coffey said:

I am thrilled to announce £1 million to help communities across the
North West make the most of the innovative natural flood management
measures now on offer. By restoring peat and planting woodlands,
multiple ‘slow-the flow’ schemes across the region will help
protect families, homes and businesses from flooding, benefiting
the wider environment and the people who live in those communities.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, said:
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Natural flood management is an important part of our approach,
alongside traditional flood defences and helping homeowners to
improve their own property resilience. There is no ‘one size fits
all’ solution to flooding and this scheme is a fantastic example of
how we can use a variety of measures that work together to reduce
flood risk.

Two other projects aiming to ‘slow the flow’ of water in catchments in the
Pennines have each been awarded £50,000 funding from the natural flood
management pot. One will reduce flood risk to nearly 300 homes in the Upper
Dove catchment, while the other will benefit approximately 50 homes in the
Upper Dean catchment.

David Brown of the Environment Agency said:

In the Greater Manchester, Merseyside and Cheshire area, we are
pleased with this funding allocation and are keen to work in
partnership going forward on projects that will benefit nature at
the same time as reducing the risk of flooding.

The more of these schemes we have, the more we can use our natural
habitats to build-up flood resilience, so it really is a win-win

situation. We are now looking forward to developing a programme of
projects in the catchment to ‘slow the flow’ and reduce flood risk.

Natural flood management involves restoring the natural function of
catchments, rivers, floodplains and coasts. This can include methods such as
reinstating floodplains, creating wetlands, installing debris dams and
planting trees.

The government’s natural flood management drive builds on the 1,500 flood
schemes the Environment Agency is already building across the country to
better protect more than 300,000 homes by 2021.

The £15 million of government funding also includes the £1 million
competition for smaller community projects to fund natural flood management
schemes.



