
The international order, Russia and
the rules based system

We constantly hear these days that there is a rules based international order
which all decent states follow. Russia is condemned for not following these
same rules.

Those who think like this usually divide the world up into a majority of
states who follow these rules, and a minority of rogue states like North
Korea who pose problems for the rest. When it is one of the world’s larger
military powers who has greater diplomatic reach, some world support and a
seat on the UN Security Council that does not follow the world order this
analysis has its limitations.

I am no apologist for Russia, and understand the ruthless pursuit of Russian
interests by that state can lead to unacceptable conduct. I condemn
atrocities and illegal acts whichever state carries them out when they are
reported and proved.

The truth is there is no one set of rules, no single world order that is
codified in many areas of government activity which  every state should
obey.  Within NATO and the advanced west there are varying rules of law.  The
USA has its own set of laws and legal constraints on the actions of its
President and senior officials. The EU has another set of laws and legal
requirements on its member states. The EU will not accept all the US rules,
and will certainly not accept US jurisdiction, nor will the USA of course
accept EU rules and control.

The West does come together in some world bodies and helps shape a global
approach. There are world trade rules supervised by the WTO which all members
accept, though the USA currently feels those rules are not fairly
administered with regards to China and Germany. There are important
conventions on nuclear and chemical weapons which most countries have signed.
North Korea  becoming a nuclear power and alleged use of chemical weapons in
Syria causes problems under these global rules. As the current disputes
reveal, the countries accused of breaking world rules often argue they have
not. China and Germany pose as supporters of a world free trade order, whilst
the USA cites evidence that they are not. The West rightly condemns chemical
attacks in Syria, only to be told by Russia that no such attack has happened.

The main countries and blocs appeal to world rules when it suits them, and
seek to interpret them in directions which fit with their national interests.
Russia clearly plays by different rules to the West in several respects. In
Syria it will accept more deaths as the regime seeks to  restore its control
over the country, as Russia judges an Assad government to be the least bad
outcome. The West is against both ISIS and Assad,  but lacks the power and
commitment to enforce a different government on that country, whilst
 condemning  the many deaths the current civil war is causing.
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Those who protest most about the need to create and follow a rules based
system need to be punctilious themselves to obey it. Any Western military
intervention in Syria today will need a legal base, made more difficult by
Russia’s veto of any UN Resolution which could directly support action. The
UN is a world body which comes closest to providing a rules based system for
the conduct of diplomacy and where unavoidable to regulate  the use of force
between states. That body cannot have a clear single view or straightforward
rule where the Security Council is divided and where a veto has been wielded.

News story: RAF jets strike chemical
weapon facility in Syria

Updated: image

At 0200 UK time on 14 April, British forces joined close Allies in a
precision strike on Syrian installations involved in the regime’s use of
chemical weapons against its own people. The strike was launched as a
response to the chemical weapon attack on 7 April in Douma which killed up to
75 people, including young children; a significant body of information,
including intelligence, indicates that the Syrian regime was responsible for
this latest attack.

As the Prime Minister has made clear, this pattern of behaviour must be
stopped, not just to protect innocent people in Syria from these horrific
weapons, but also because the erosion cannot be allowed of the international
norms that prevent the use of chemical weapons.

Our action is proportionate, specifically aimed at degrading the regime’s
ability to use chemical weapons and deterring further such appalling acts; it
is therefore focused on regime facilities linked to the production and use of
chemical weapons.

The UK element of the carefully coordinated joint action was contributed by
four Royal Air Force Tornado GR4s. They launched Storm Shadow missiles at a
military facility – a former missile base – some fifteen miles west of Homs,
where the regime is assessed to keep chemical weapon precursors stockpiled in
breach of Syria’s obligations under the Chemical Weapons Convention. Very
careful scientific analysis was applied to determine where best to target the
Storm Shadows to maximise the destruction of the stockpiled chemicals and to
minimise any risks of contamination to the surrounding area. The facility
which was struck is located some distance from any known concentrations of
civilian habitation, reducing yet further any such risk.

Detailed analysis of the effectiveness of the strike is currently underway,
but initial indications are that the precision of the Storm Shadow weapons
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and meticulous target planning have resulted in a successful attack.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

The reprehensible use of chemical weapons in Douma is further
evidence of the Syrian regime’s appalling cruelty against its own
people. We will not stand by whilst innocent civilians, including
women and children, are killed and made to suffer.

The international community has responded decisively with legal and
proportionate military force. Let these united actions send a clear
message to the regime – the use of chemical weapons is
categorically unacceptable and you will be held to account.

Prime Minister Inaugurates ‘Dr.
Ambedkar National Memorial’at 26,
Alipore Road, Delhi
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the “Dr. Ambedkar National
Memorial (DANM)” at 26, Alipore Road, Delhi at the place of Mahaparinirvana
of Dr. Ambedkar here today. The memorial is dedicated to the life and
contributions of Dr. Ambedkar, the principal architect of the Constitution of
India.
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Expedite oil and gas production to
reduce dependence on import: VP tell
oil PSUs
The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu interacted with CMDs of
ONGC, GAIL, and HPCL in Visakhapatnam today and suggested to them to expedite
various projects across the country in view of the rising demand for oil and
gas.

The CMDs made presentations and apprised him of the progress of various
projects.
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IMC-2018 promises to be one of the
biggest TMT & ICT summits in the world
The India Mobile Congress (IMC) today announced the initial details of the
India Mobile Congress 2018, including exhibitors, sponsors, programmes and
activities planned for the annual mobile industry event.
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