
News story: Defence Secretary launches
£132m Scots sub-hunting aircraft home

The site will be the future home to the country’s nine-strong, new P-8A
Poseidon MPA fleet. The aircraft’s key role will be to protect the UK’s
submarine-deployed nuclear deterrent and its two new aircraft carriers,
whilst it can also deploy missiles capable of destroying enemy submarines
beneath the sea.

The aircraft will work alongside eight cutting-edge new Type 26 warfare
frigates – which also have their roots firmly in Scotland, where they are
being built at BAE Systems’ yard in Govan. Later today the Defence Secretary
will visit the shipyard to view the first completed unit of the new anti-
submarine warship, HMS Glasgow, in the shipbuilding hall where it is being
connected to the second unit and will be joined by others as the ship takes
shape.

The MOD is investing £3 billion over the next decade in its Maritime Patrol
Aircraft capability, and last year confirmed £3.7bn to start building the
first three of eight Royal Navy Type 26 frigates on the Clyde as it continues
to boost its capabilities.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

These submarine hunters will play a vital role in keeping the UK
safe from the increasing threats and aggression we face in the
skies, on the sea and below the waves.

This massive investment demonstrates the huge contribution Scotland
makes to protecting Britain and how defence generates prosperity
and opportunity.

Moray is benefitting from 200 local construction jobs during this
building phase, with the number of personnel employed at RAF
Lossiemouth growing by 470 to 2,200 people when this is complete.

The news comes at a time when the Defence Secretary has warned that Russian
submarine activity has increased ‘ten-fold’ in the North Atlantic sea.

Together the aircraft and ships will protect the UK’s submarine-deployed
nuclear deterrent and its two new aircraft carriers. In addition to boosting
the UK’s surveillance capabilities, they are both designed to conduct anti-
submarine and anti-surface warfare, search and rescue and to conduct
intelligence gathering.

The new Lossiemouth facility will be completed in 2020, to coincide with
initial operating capability of the Poseidon aircraft being available in the
UK. Built by Elgin-based Robertson Northern, it will comprise a tactical
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operations centre, an operational conversion unit, squadron accommodation,
training and simulation facilities and a three-bay aircraft hangar.

At the peak of construction, the project will support 200 local jobs. When
the fleet is fully operational, some 470 additional personnel will be based
at RAF Lossiemouth, taking the total number of people employed there to
2,200. Further roles are also expected when the training and support services
are established at the new facility.

In addition to that, the Type 26 frigate programme will sustain 1,700 BAE
Systems jobs in Scotland, safeguarding a total of 4,000 jobs across the wider
UK supply chain until 2035. The next generation highly capable and versatile
multi-mission warship designed to support anti-submarine warfare, air defence
and general purpose operations anywhere on the world.

CE meets Governor of Jiangsu Province
(with photo)
     The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, met the Governor of Jiangsu
Province, Mr Wu Zhenglong, at Government House this evening (April 19).

     Mrs Lam welcomed Mr Wu’s first visit to Hong Kong after his assumption
of office as the Governor of Jiangsu Province with a delegation. Expressing
her gratitude to Jiangsu Province for holding a three-day “Rendezvous with
Water Towns” Jiangsu Cultural Carnival in Hong Kong at Victoria Park to
enhance Hong Kong people’s understanding of Jiangsu Province in response to
her suggestion, she said she looked forward to officiating together with Mr
Wu at the opening ceremony of the carnival tomorrow.

     Mrs Lam said that Hong Kong and Jiangsu Province have enjoyed close ties
and maintained frequent co-operation with each other in areas ranging from
economic and trade activities to culture, education and youth exchanges.
Noting that Hong Kong is an international centre for finance, trade and
commerce, she said Hong Kong strives to consolidate its traditional
industries with clear advantages, in particular finance, and the listing
rules will be amended later this year to attract new economy companies to
list in Hong Kong. She said that given Jiangsu Province is home to quite a
number of new economy companies, she encouraged them to use Hong Kong as a
platform to raise capital. She added that Hong Kong is keen to develop new
areas of economic growth including innovation and technology and the creative
industries. She expressed the hope to explore more room for co-operation with
Jiangsu Province in these areas.

     Thanking the Government of Jiangsu Province for its staunch support for
Hong Kong’s work on youth development, she said she hopes that Jiangsu
Province will continue to implement various measures to help Hong Kong people
study, work and live in the Mainland to facilitate Hong Kong young people to
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develop in the Mainland.

  

Press release: Football agent who
killed highways worker and paralysed
another jailed for longer

A man who killed a highways worker and left another paralysed after speeding
while texting has had his sentence increased after the Solicitor General,
Robert Buckland QC MP, referred it for being too low.

Peter Morrison, a 37 year old football agent, hit and killed Adam Gibb, 51,
and left his colleague Paul Holroyd, now 53, paralysed from the chest down
after losing control of his Mercedes on the M6 in Cumbria.

Morrison had been texting behind the wheel and had been driving at an average
speed of 81 mph, when the suggested speed limit was 50 mph, in the period
before the collision. His car swerved across three lanes of the carriageway
and mounted the crash barrier before rebounding off a rock and hitting the
victims.

The two Highways England Officers were overseeing the recovery of vehicles
which had crashed earlier in the atrocious weather conditions with strong
winds, heavy rain and fog patches causing poor visibility and leaving surface
water on some areas of the carriageway.

Morrison had sent a text message 96 seconds before the collision. The last
message he received was 45 seconds before it.

Mr Gibb is survived by his wife and young son, who was 15 years old and due
to sit his GCSEs at the time. Mr Holroyd suffers long-term effects because of
the injuries inflicted by Mr Morrison’s actions.
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Morrison pleaded guilty to causing death by careless driving but was found
guilty by a jury of causing death and serious injury by dangerous driving. He
was sentenced to a total of 7 years’ imprisonment at Liverpool Crown Court in
January.

The Court of Appeal has today increased his sentence to 9 years in prison.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

“Morrison’s deliberate decision to be distracted and drive at excessive
speeds in extremely hazardous weather conditions had devastating consequences
for two families.

“I am pleased that the Court of Appeal has agreed with me and increased the
sentence today.”

Press release: Commonwealth scientific
advisers to look at global challenges

Scientific advisers from across the Commonwealth will establish a knowledge
exchange network to look at some of the global challenges we face such as
climate change, food security and the state of the oceans.

The group was established following the inaugural meeting of chief scientific
advisers and equivalents from across the Commonwealth chaired by Dr Patrick
Vallance, Government Chief Scientific Adviser and Sir Peter Gluckman, Chief
Science Adviser to the Prime Minister of New Zealand. The meeting was held at
the Royal Society.

The science leaders met to discuss the role of science and technology in
achieving a more secure, sustainable and prosperous future. They discussed
how science and technology can benefit Commonwealth countries, both
individually and collectively, focusing on 2 main areas:

preparing for and responding to emergencies; and
meeting the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Dr Patrick Vallance said:

This is an important start to a new Commonwealth science
collaboration. The Commonwealth represents a great opportunity for
international collaboration, sharing data and science expertise to
solve universal challenges such as climate change, food security,
the state of the oceans, supporting private sector innovation and
managing the impacts of disruptive technologies. These are
challenges for which no country can plausibly claim to have all the
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answers.

Sir Peter Gluckman said

Science, technology and innovation are primary drivers of progress.
The Commonwealth presents an obvious forum in which they can and
should serve that purpose. Much can be achieved through identifying
key knowledge gaps, synthesising and sharing evidence, and by
strengthening the link between available evidence and policy.

Science Minister Sam Gyimah said:

Climate change, pollution, food security, healthcare, and clean
energy are just some of the world’s biggest challenges. These
issues affect everyone and the impact is already being felt, even
here in the UK. While the government’s ambitious Industrial
Strategy and Grand Challenges are already addressing these global
challenges, collaboration is essential to provide effective
results.

Across the Commonwealth, the brightest and best talent are
conducting incredible research that has the potential to change our
world forever. It is essential that we come together and share our
expertise and knowledge to speed up the development of innovative
solutions, saving our planet and improving everyone’s lives.

The network will foster greater cooperation between Commonwealth science
academies and other science advice mechanisms. Specifically, it will seek to:

promote information exchange covering scientific and technology-based
solutions to the SDGs as they affect Commonwealth countries
enhance cooperation on science related to risk management and emergency
response
develop a strategy for integrating locally-derived data across the
Commonwealth to understand and stimulate innovative solutions to such
issues as coastal erosion, water quality and food waste
explore approaches to data governance
promote beneficial collaboration using major science infrastructure
where it can support research around the SDGs
consider what further mechanisms might strengthen the role of science
and innovation in the Commonwealth

A report summarising the projects, their impact and the key lessons learnt
will be presented to leaders at the Commonwealth summit in 2020.



Notes to editors

The Commonwealth forms a significant part of the global scientific1.
community. It is home to 12% of the world’s researchers and accounts for
around 10% of global research and development expenditure.

The Government Office for Science advises the Prime Minister and members2.
of the Cabinet on all matters related to science and technology ensuring
that government policies and decisions are informed by the best
scientific evidence and strategic long-term thinking.

Measles cases in Okinawa, Japan
closely monitored
     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
is closely monitoring an increase in the number of measles cases in Okinawa,
Japan and appealed to the travellers and members of the public for vigilance
and reiterated that vaccination is the most effective way to prevent the
disease.

     According to the information from the Government of Okinawa Prefecture,
there is an ongoing outbreak of measles since late-March involving a total of
65 confirmed cases (as of April 18). The outbreak was triggered by an
imported case from Taiwan in late-March. Subsequently, 64 cases have been
detected in Okinawa, including 25 cases (39.1%) in Naha and 11 cases (17.2%)
in Nago. Among these 64 cases, 43 (67%) affected persons aged 20 to 49 years.

     “Immunisation against measles is the most effective way to prevent the
disease. People who intend to travel to Okinawa are advised to review their
vaccination history. Non-immune individuals are advised to consult their
doctors about measles vaccination, which is usually given together with mumps
and rubella vaccines as Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccine,” a
spokesman for the CHP of the DH said today (April 19).

     For those who had received two doses of measles vaccine or confirmed to
have measles infection in the past are considered to be immune to measles.
For those with incomplete vaccination, unknown vaccination history or unknown
immunity against measles, they are advised to consult their doctor for advice
on measles vaccination.

     “As it takes about two weeks after vaccination for antibodies to develop
and provide protection against measles, travellers are advised to plan and
get vaccinated ahead,” the spokesman reminded.
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     Pregnant women and women preparing for pregnancy should also consult
their doctor for advice if they are not sure whether they are immune to
measles. If they are non-immune to measles, they are advised not to travel to
Okinawa during the outbreak.

     Local children aged under one year are not due for MMR vaccination under
the Hong Kong Childhood Immunisation Programme. As they are susceptible to
measles, they are advised not to travel to Okinawa during the outbreak. If
people must travel to Okinawa with children under one year during the
outbreak period, they have to consult their doctor for advice.

     The CHP has been liaising with the World Health Organization as well as
the Japanese health authority for further information and will continue to
closely monitor the situation.

     Locally, as of April 18 this year, the CHP recorded four cases of
measles infection affecting four males aged from nine months to 38 years.
Among the cases, two were imported from the Mainland (one case) and Indonesia
(one case) respectively.

     The spokesman explained that measles infection is a highly infectious
disease caused by the measles virus. It can be transmitted by airborne
droplet spread or direct contact with nasal or throat secretions of infected
persons, and, less commonly, by articles soiled with nose and throat
secretions. A patient can pass the disease to other persons from four days
before to four days after the appearance of skin rash.

     In Hong Kong, children are given the MMR vaccine at one year old,
followed by a second dose at Primary One under the Hong Kong Childhood
Immunisation Programme. The coverage of MMR vaccination in Hong Kong is over
95 per cent at Primary One.
  
     Besides being vaccinated against measles, members of the public should
take the following measures to prevent infection:

* Maintain good personal and environmental hygiene;
* Maintain good indoor ventilation;
* Keep hands clean and wash hands properly;
* Wash hands when they are dirtied by respiratory secretions, such as after
sneezing;
* Cover the nose and mouth while sneezing or coughing and dispose of nasal
and mouth discharge properly;
* Clean used toys and furniture properly; and
* Children with measles should be kept out of school till four days from the
appearance of rash to prevent spread of the infection to non-immune persons
in school.

     Members of the public should consult doctors promptly if they develop
symptoms of measles. Affected persons should avoid contact with non-immune
persons, especially those with weakened immunity, pregnant women and infants.

     For more information on measles, the public may call the 24-hour health



education hotline 2833 0111 or visit the CHP’s measles page
(www.chp.gov.hk/en/content/9/24/31.html). They can also visit the Travel
Health Service’s website (www.travelhealth.gov.hk/eindex.html) for the latest
travel health advice.
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