
Press release: Royal Navy Ship HMS
Albion to visit Indonesia 22-25 April
2018

The British Royal Navy ship HMS Albion will be docked at Tanjung Priok port
in Jakarta for a three day visit, aimed to increase defence engagement with
the Indonesian Armed Forces. During the visit, members of the ship crew will
conduct bilateral talks with the Indonesian Navy, UK defence industry and
visit a local orphanage.

British Ambassador Moazzam Malik, said:

We have a growing defence relationship with Indonesia that supports
our joint security interests and promotes prosperity. The
deployment of HMS Albion in Indonesia provides an opportunity to
support our partners in delivering maritime security in the region.
Like Indonesia, the UK has a strong maritime history. We share a
naval trading heritage. We will both remain maritime nations. It is
in both of our interests to enjoy secure, accessible and
sustainable maritime domains.

Captain Tim Neild, HMS Albion’s Commanding Officer, said:

HMS Albion is a very capable warship, manned by a crew of highly
trained and hugely professional sailors and Royal Marines and we
are greatly looking forward to visiting Jakarta to help strengthen
the bonds between the UK and Indonesia. The presence of the Royal
Navy’s flagship in Asia-Pacific demonstrates that the UK is ready
to work with our friends and allies to promote peace, security and
prosperity throughout this vital region.

Notes to Editors

HMS Albion is a Landing Platform Dock – a type of amphibious operations1.
vessel with a small force of embarked Royal Marines.
HMS Albion will be visiting Jakarta at the same time as the French Navy2.
ship FS LHD Dixmude and Frigate Surcouf
Media are invited to attend the welcome ceremony and tour of HMS Albion3.
at Tanjung Priok port on Sunday, 22 April at 1100hrs (JICT 2, Dermaga
203 Kaluku)
Crew of HMS Albion will also be visiting Nuruz Zahroh orphanage for4.
social activities on Sunday, 22 April at 1330hrs. Logistics for media
will be provided.
For further information please contact Embassy’s press officer Raras5.
Tulandaru at raras.tulandaru@fco.gov.uk
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Retail growth and shop distress

In the USA and in the UK there has been great growth in internet retailing,
overall growth in retail sales, and some hard knocks for some traditional
retailers. In the US levels of distressed debt for retail companies, and the
rate of bankruptcies is high  against a background of an expanding economy
and growing disposable incomes. In the UK too there have been some recent
casualties, traditional High Street shop  sales overall are disappointing,
and internet sales are growing well.

Some say the playing field is not level. The traditional retailers of course
need shop property and plenty of in store staff which the web retailers do
not need. That is their choice, and they are trying to persuade shoppers that
works for them as well.  It also means they have to pay more tax, incurring
substantial property taxes on top of their additional cost base. Critics of
the success stories of the digital age often allege the main companies do not
pay a high enough tax charge.

The EU is saying it wants to make internet shopping dearer by imposing a
turnover tax on digital companies on top of other taxes. Some say the
internet companies need to pay some additional levy to allow for the property
taxes they do not have to pay because they are on a different business model.
Some traditional shop groups would just like some rate relief, to  make it a
bit easier for them.

I am inviting contributors to say what they think should  be done, if
anything? Is it just a case that the internet model has many attractions
which will continue to win market share? Why do some large shopping centres
attract more footfall than High Streets? What is the role of parking charges,
access and the attitude of local government in settling which types of shops
and shopping are popular, and which are in retreat?

Protect preserve and celebrate Indian
culture and traditions: Vice President
The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has advised the youth to
protect preserve and celebrate Indian culture and traditions and youth that
are both present and future of this country can achieve their life’s goals
with hard work and dedication.
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Education and sanitation are important
in our country: Vice President
The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that education
and sanitation are important in our country and public sector, private sector
and individuals also should contribute towards achieving this.
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GoM on Transport deliberates upon One
Nation- One Tax and One Nation- One
Permit in Guwahati today
The Group of Ministers on Transport constituted by the Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways has recommended a uniform structure of road tax for
vehicles across states. In its meeting held  in Guwahati today, the GoM
observed that a uniform tax structure will put a   check  on people
registering their vehicles in low tax states and running them in other
states.
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