
Speech: PM opening words at the CHOGM
Retreat on 20 April 2018

Good morning and welcome to Windsor Castle; as we’ve seen, a magnificent
setting for us to meet, in the best Commonwealth tradition, in the intimacy
and privacy of our Retreat.

First let me thank Her Majesty The Queen for her generous invitation into her
home, the first time a Heads of Government meeting has been held here in a
remarkable history.

I am also struck by the number of Heads of Government we have assembled here
today – a powerful demonstration of our commitment to revitalise the
Commonwealth, and to tap into its vast potential.

And that vast potential has been clear at the forums this week. Our
Commonwealth family has spent the last four days sharing perspectives, and
finding ways to make a real difference to people’s lives. I think I speak for
everyone around the room when I say that we have all been inspired by what
we’ve seen and heard, particularly from our young people.

Yesterday we spoke about our shared challenges as we strive to build a more
sustainable, more prosperous, more secure and fairer Commonwealth. Today is a
chance to build on that, and for the Commonwealth Heads of Government to talk
frankly and openly within the tradition of the Retreat.

Of course a conversation about these challenges cannot ignore the fact that
at the very moment international co-operation is so important, some nations
are choosing instead to shun the rules-based system that underpins global
security and prosperity.

So I look forward to discussing how the Commonwealth can play its part to
support this rules-based order, and the very concept of international co-
operation.

Today, we also have a number of specific decisions to take, together with a
broader conversation about the common future for the Commonwealth that we all
want to see.

So I am sure today will be a memorable occasion for all of us, by the end of
which I am sure we will all leave even closer friends, and with a unique
understanding of each other in ways which cannot be matched by other summits.
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Press release: Significant fine for
water company following hazardous
chemical leak

On 19 April 2018, at Derby Crown Court, sitting in Nottingham, Severn Trent
Water Limited was fined £350,000, ordered to pay Environment Agency costs of
£68,003, as well as a victim surcharge of £120.

An estimated 30,000 dead fish and 5km of damaged ecology along the River
Amber led to proceedings brought against Severn Trent Water Limited following
a pollution incident.

On 1 November 2015, the Environment Agency received reports of several
hundred dead fish in the River Amber in Derbyshire and, following a search of
the area, and discussions with Severn Trent Water employees, the source of
the pollution was found to be a release of sodium hydroxide from the Ogston
Water Treatment works, operated by Severn Trent Water, into the river.

Severn Trent Water identified that a leak within a chamber at the Treatment
works had led to the contents becoming contaminated with sodium hydroxide,
which was then washed through the road gully into the River Amber via an
outfall pipe.

The pollution had a significant negative impact on the fish and invertebrate
populations within the River Amber. The Environment Agency has been
monitoring the natural recovery of the river ecology over the last two years.
Monitoring has shown that whilst there has been some improvements, something
resembling a full recovery is not expected until the summer of this year.

In passing sentence, His Honour Judge Smith found that:

It beggars belief that a company of the size and expertise of
Severn Trent Water had no policy whatsoever in respect of potential
incidents arising in connection with their dosing chamber, either
at this treatment works or indeed at any others throughout the UK.
To have no policy whatsover when dangerous chemicals could have
leaked out in any number of ways is highly negligent. The size and
success of Severn Trent makes it even more astonishing.

In mitigation Severn Trent expressed regret and apologises for the incident.
The company co-operated fully with the investigation and contributed £228,000
to the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.

Speaking after the case, an Environment Agency officer involved with the
investigation said:
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This is a significant fine imposed on Severn Trent Water Limited
for causing pollution. I hope it sends a strong message that it is
far more cost effective to avoid these incidents, as we will
continue to take companies and individuals to task where they
ignore their responsibilities.

Pollution causes damage to the environment and river ecology, in
this case sodium hydroxide with a concentration of 20% amounts to a
hazardous chemical and the leak affected 5km of the River Amber and
killed approximately 30,000 fish and damaged other wildlife.

We encourage anyone who sees suspected pollution to call our
incident hotline 0800 90 80 70 so we can act to reduce damage,
investigate and in serious cases take enforcement action.

Linguistics at the Library – Episode 7

PhD placements students, Andrew Booth and Rowan Campbell, write: What happens
when you have a collection of recordings of endangered languages but little
further information about what’s actually on them? Guest speaker Dr Alice
Rudge, a cataloguer in the sound archive, talks to Andrew and Rowan about the
fascinating stories…

Barnstorming double by-election win!

The Liberal Democrats won two of the council by-elections that were held last
night (with one still to declare!), gaining two seats from the Conservatives!

The Liberal Democrats, under Vince Cable, are winning seats up and down the
country and against all opposition – because people know when they elect
Liberal Democrats, they’re electing someone who’ll get things done for their
community!
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Friends of Balgay Spring meeting

The next Friends of Balgay meeting will be at 2pm on Saturday 28th April at
the Mills Observatory.

Author and historian Murdo Fraser will give a talk on ‘Montrose and Argyll’ –
his recent book – and all are very welcome to attend.
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