
Have your say on a new Rail Service
for Wales

Passengers and interested parties across Wales and the Borders  are being
invited to give their views on what they want from the next Wales and Borders
Rail Service.  

 

The Transport for Wales consultation, which also separately considers the
South Wales Metro, invites views on a range of issues including frequency of
rail services, mobile charging facilities, live travel information and fares.
The current Arriva Train Wales service is due to end in October 2018. 

Economy and Infrastructure Secretary, Ken Skates said: 

“I’m pleased that Transport for Wales is undertaking this second
consultation on the Wales and Borders Rail Service which reflects
the importance of the network to passengers. I’d like to thank
interested parties for their valuable feedback during the first
consultation process and for the enthusiastic participation of so
many so far.

“We inherited a franchise which was let on a zero growth basis and
no longer fully meets the needs of a modern Wales. Now we have a
fantastic opportunity to ensure that the next contract, the Welsh
Government’s first, is developed with the passenger at its heart. 

 

“With this in mind, we’re keen to ensure that our  new service
takes full account of what passengers want, and  provides  not only
for current requirements but also allows for future growth, quality
improvements and is  able to adapt to ever changing technology. 

 

“Our extensive programme of engagement will also feed directly into
the procurement process, with four bidders being expected to
demonstrate how they will deliver a service that meets passengers’
needs.”

 

To ensure as many views as possible are gathered, Transport for Wales will be
hosting engagement events across Wales and running a social media campaign.
Young people’s and Easy Read versions of the consultation are also be
published to encourage feedback from a wide range of partners and service
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users. 

 

The full consultation documents can be found at:
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/transport-wales-design-wales-an
d-borders-rail-service-including-metro.

Minister welcomes latest tranche of
international Sêr Cymru scientists to
Wales

This is the message from Wales’ Skills and Science Minister, Julie James as
she welcomed the latest tranche of international research Fellows and Chairs
to Wales at a special reception in Cardiff last night to celebrate Sêr Cymru
investments and the start of the second phase of the programme. 

Sêr Cymru II aims to build on the success of the original Sêr Cymru
programme, which supported the establishment of four Sêr Cymru Chairs and
three research networks in Wales across STEMM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Maths and Medicine) subject areas.

This latest phase of the programme involves more than £45m investment – £29m
from European funding streams – and it will fund more research chairs,
‘Rising Stars’ and research fellowships and include special support for those
returning to work following a career break. 

Led by the Welsh Government, Sêr Cymru delivers funding from the European
Union (both COFUND via Horizon 2020 and European Regional Development fund
via WEFO), the Welsh Higher Education sector and the Higher Education Funding
Council for Wales (HEFCW).

The funding deployed through the programme aims to attract and develop some
of the world’s best scientific research talent in Wales, to deliver economic
growth and high quality jobs.

The overall investment in the programme since its launch in 2013 now stands
at nearly £100m.

Welcoming the latest tranche of Sêr Cymru II talent, Skills and Science
Minister, Julie James said: 

“Increasing our already impressive research capabilities by
attracting brilliant new talent to Wales helps to drive up our
economic prosperity by creating well paid and stimulating jobs.  
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“Sêr Cymru really is a partnership approach, bringing together
Welsh Government, European and academic resources to deliver a
programme that places Wales at the cutting edge of research
developments aimed at tackling real issues such as human disease,
new energy sources and innovative manufacturing and materials
technologies. 

“Building our research capacity also makes Wales more attractive
for further investment and helps to raise our profile on an
international stage. Our research discoveries can also be
commercialised, creating more and better jobs for Wales which we
aim to develop and keep here.” 

Wales’ Chief Scientific Adviser, Professor Julie Williams, added: 

“This programme will produce a step change in research capacity and
put Wales firmly on the map as a centre of scientific discovery.
These young people will be the leaders of tomorrow.”

One of the latest Sêr Cymru II intakes to benefit from the programme is Dr.
Catrin Williams; a multidisciplinary researcher attached to Cardiff
University whose Fellowship spans the STEM subjects. One of the key areas her
research aims to address is how electromagnetic fields interact with
biological systems.

Explaining what this means and why she was keen to get involved with Sêr
Cymru II, Catrin said: 

“My area of work – examining how electromagnetic fields interact
with biological systems – put simply is about looking at the impact
microwaves (found in common devices such as mobile phones, Wi-Fi
and microwave ovens to more advanced equipment such as those used
in hospitals for treating cancers and heart diseases) have on
living things.

“Some of the current impacts these appliances have on us are quite
obvious, for example improved communications, faster cooking times
and more effective medial treatments. What are less obvious are the
hidden or longer term impacts these microwaves might be having on
us, such as potential molecular changes in our cellular make-up.”

Dr. Williams continued: 

“These potential changes may be positive or negative, leading to
therapeutic or destructive outcomes. Even destructive changes may
lead to positive results, for example a better understanding of the
risks associated with microwaves and how these can be minimised or



avoided. Additionally, we can also look at how potential
destructive outcomes can be used to our advantage, such as in the
development of new technologies and treatments that lead to the
more efficient and effective removal or avoidance of cancers and
some cardiac diseases. 

“At this point we simply don’t know what opportunities and
challenges microwaves present and this is why this area of research
is so exciting and important.”

Cabinet Secretary to celebrate the
best of Wales in Dubai

In addition to a number of engagements to promote Welsh culture and increase
business links between Wales, Dubai and the wider United Arab Emirates, the
Cabinet Secretary will join a record twenty five of Wales’ finest food and
drink producers at the Gulfood Trade Show, one of the world’s largest annual
food and beverage exhibitions. 

The Trade Show is an opportunity to promote Wales’ food and drink sector on
the international stage and help Welsh producers’ efforts to establish new
business relationships and expand their sales into potentially lucrative new
markets.

 During the visit, the Cabinet Secretary will announce she is making
£2.4million available to ensure Wales remains well-represented at high
profile food and drink trade events and visits around the world over the next
two years, providing further opportunities to showcase Wales and world class
Welsh produce. 

The Cabinet Secretary said: 

“St David’s Day presents us with a fantastic opportunity to
celebrate our people, our history, our culture, and, of course, our
high quality larder of food and drink produce. 

“Wales’ food and drinks sector is a success story. We are already
more than half way towards achieving our target of 30% growth in
the sector by 2020, generating over £260 million from exports.
 Almost 90% of these are going to the EU, which is why we strongly
advocate, on behalf of Welsh businesses, continued full and
unfettered access to the European Single Market. 

“It is important we remain an outward focused and welcoming nation.
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The challenges presented by a “Hard Brexit” are obvious but I am
encouraged by the fact Wales’ food and drink sector is well placed
to tackle the challenges we now face and grasp new opportunities. 

“International exhibitions are vital in raising Wales’
international profile as they present the opportunity for Welsh
businesses to prosper by entering new overseas markets. I am
delighted, therefore, to confirm we are investing £2.4m over the
next two years to have a strong presence at a series of important
food and drink exhibitions and trade visits both in the UK and
overseas including a continuation of our ongoing presence at
Gulfood.”

Lesley Griffiths will also support an additional Welsh Government-led trade
delegation involving twelve small and medium sized enterprises from Wales
aiming to grow their business in Dubai and the wider region. The delegation
will visit the site of the next World Expo, taking place in Dubai in 2020.
 Expo 2020 offers significant commercial opportunities for Welsh businesses
of all sizes and in many sectors.   

 Wales’ cultural excellence will be showcased in Dubai by the presence of the
Welsh National Opera who will be performing Puccini’s Madame Butterfly and La
boheme over the first two weeks of March. In addition, during the evening of
St David’s Day itself, Lesley Griffiths will attend a special performance by
a trio of Welsh National Opera performers at a ‘Wales – Business and Culture’
reception at the British Embassy in Dubai. The event will also provide a high
profile opportunity to show Wales’ strengths as a place to visit, study and
do business.     

To end her visit, the Cabinet Secretary will speak at a celebratory St.
David’s Day Ball organised by the local Welsh Club.  

Kirsty Williams welcomes new OECD
report on Welsh education reform

In November 2016, after an invite from the Education Secretary, the highly-
respected Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
visited Wales to examine the work underway on education reforms to make sure
they are on track.

The independent findings (external link) published today state that

“the OECD has witnessed progress in several policy areas and a
shift in the Welsh approach to school improvement away from a piece
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meal and short term policy orientation towards one that is guided
by a long term vision.”

The report also found Wales’ reforms were characterised by close
working between government and the education sector with a
commitment to improvement “visible at all levels of the education
system.”

Kirsty Williams said:

“I invited the OECD to come to Wales to challenge what we are doing
to reform our education system and I welcome their findings. They
have concluded that we are making progress and we have a long term
vision in place to keep improving.

“We are already taking action on many of their recommendations,
from creating a new national academy for leadership, transforming
initial teacher education, launching new professional standards,
and introducing a national approach to professional learning.

“Our job is to continue our national mission of education reform
focused on driving up standards and helping every learner in Wales,
whatever their background, fulfil their potential.

“As the OECD recommends, our focus must be on making sure we
continue to properly implement our vision for reform. I am
committed to raising standards, reducing the attainment gap and
delivering an education system that is a source of national pride
and confidence.”

Both the Education Secretary and Andreas Schleicher, Director for Education
and Skills for the OECD, will today address representatives from all of
Wales’ 205 state secondary schools at a special event in Cardiff.

Our special relationship must boost
trade and remove barriers – First
Minister’s message ahead of United
States visit

Ahead of the visit, the First Minister is calling on the special relationship
to be a vehicle for removing barriers and boosting trade between Wales and
the USA.
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With more than 250 American owned companies based in Wales, the United States
is one of Wales’ most important trading partners and accounted for almost 40
percent of all our inward investment projects last year.

Over the next four days, the First Minister will meet with companies looking
to invest and expand in Wales and will discuss trade and business links with
political representatives.    

As part of the response to Brexit, the Welsh Government will be strengthening
its network of trade and investment offices across the US. The Welsh
Government currently has offices in Washington, New York, San Francisco,
Atlanta and Chicago.

The First Minister will also host a St David’s Day reception on Capitol Hill
for key political figures and investors, and a reception in New York geared
towards promoting the Welsh tourist industry.

Speaking ahead of the visit, First Minister Carwyn Jones said:

“For Wales, the special relationship is about building on the
strong cultural and trade links that already exist between our two
countries.

“Wales has long been a destination of choice for many American
businesses and we want to welcome even more in the future.
 Equally, Welsh businesses have been successful is selling to the
United States across a range of sectors and I believe we can do
even better in the future.  

“In my discussions with American businesses, politicians and
diplomats, I will be raising the importance of further developing
free trade between our countries and the removal of barriers to
make trade between us easier and quicker.

“We will also be committing additional resources to North America.
We need a permanent presence in Canada, and a strengthened network
here in the US. That is a priority for me over the next twelve
months, as we restructure our activities overseas to take advantage
of new economic opportunities.”


