
“Assaults on emergency workers will
not be tolerated” – Health Secretary
says

The Assaults on Emergency Workers (Offences) Bill was introduced in UK
Parliament to provide additional protection to emergency workers. In its
current draft it will apply to both England and Wales. 

The Bill will strengthen the current law by deeming assaults on emergency
workers while carrying out their duty an aggravated assault, with the maximum
penalty for this offence increasing from six months to 12. 

Speaking ahead of the Senedd debate the Cabinet Secretary said:

“It is shocking to hear continued reports of emergency workers
being attacked both physically and verbally while simply doing
their jobs, trying to keep us all safe and well. This Bill is part
of dealing with this.   

“We want emergency service workers in Wales to have the same
protection as those in England and on the same timescales. We are
happy to support Chris Bryant MP’s Bill and confirm  that Wales
will not tolerate assaults on our emergency workers.”

The Bill will also extend police powers to take blood samples with consent,
and non-intimate samples without consent, from individuals who assault
emergency workers where Inspectors have sufficient grounds to believe an
emergency worker has been exposed to risk of an infectious disease. 

Assembly Members will need to agree for a Legislative Consent Memorandum to
be laid in the Senedd.

Hannah Blythyn delivers £7.5m boost
for recycling services

Last Thursday’s UK statistical release (external link) revealed Wales
extended its lead as best municipal recycling nation in the UK, to 12% above
the UK average. In addition to leading the rest of the UK, a recent
independent report (external link) showed Wales’ household recycling rate is
second in Europe and third in the world.
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To ensure this impressive momentum is maintained and enhanced, the Minister
has today confirmed she is awarding over £7.5m, to support local authority
improvements in recycling services in 2017/18. The funding will be
administered under the highly successful Collaborative Change Programme
(CCP). 

The CCP provides specialist support to Local Authorities by awarding capital
grants where Local Authorities want to change services to improve overall
performance and to align services better with Welsh Government policies.

The money is used to make improvements to the collection and sorting of
recycling which help Local Authorities reach our ambitious recycling targets
and help Wales reach its goal of becoming a zero waste nation.

The Minister confirmed the funding after visiting Merthyr Tydfil CBC’s
recycling depot in Pentrebach. Merthyr has been awarded nearly £1.3m in
2017/18 with which it intends to invest in specialist machinery and equipment
including a recycling baler and trolley boxes. 

Hannah Blythyn said:

“Wales’ recycling success is a real devolution success story.   In
the 20 years since Wales said yes, our recycling rate has increased
from just over 5% to 64% – the third best in the world. Only last
week it was officially confirmed Wales has increased its lead over
the rest of the UK. 

“This is excellent news but I know there is still plenty of room
for more. Our recycling achievements have been massively boosted
through improvements and expertise provided by Welsh Government
funding. This is why I am approving over £7.5m for this year
towards the Collaborative Change Programme. This funding will
enable local authorities to adopt practices that lead to further
improvements and help us achieve our ambitious targets”.

Leader of Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council, Councillor Kevin O’Neill
said: 

“Since the implementation of the Welsh Government funded
Collaborative Change Programme, Merthyr Tydfil County Borough
Council has gone from a failing authority rated 22nd in Wales to
9th in Wales; achieved by recycling 62% of its municipal waste.

“Changes that were made to the recycling collection services
include us going from a co-mingled to a multi stream collection;
reducing residual waste capacity and changing the  infrastructure
of the Council’s recycling depot. We would of course like to offer
a sincere thank you to all residents in Merthyr Tydfil who recycle
and who have helped to reach these recycling figures.”



Welsh Food and Drink to be promoted in
Ireland, London and Wales on St
David’s Day

Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs Lesley Griffiths
will lead a Trade Development Visit of food and drink companies to Dublin
between 28 February and 2 March.

Thirteen food and drink companies, ranging from brewers to preserves, will
have the opportunity to raise the profile of their quality products and look
to secure new business by meeting national buyers from across Ireland.

During the trade visit, the Cabinet Secretary will attend a business
breakfast, hold a business roundtable with leading food and drink companies
and investors on the challenges and opportunities of Brexit and attend a St
David’s day reception at the British Ambassador’s residence.

Speaking ahead of the trade visit, the Cabinet Secretary said: 

“There has never been a better time for Welsh food and drink – the
sector is thriving and is emblematic of our nation.  Sales are
soaring and we are already very near to meeting our 2020 target of
increasing sales to £7 billion.

“With 20% of Wales’ food and drink exports already going to
Ireland, this trade visit is an ideal time for businesses to build
on this and secure new contacts in overseas markets.  It is part of
our drive to support Welsh exports, which is vital for the Welsh
economy through creating and safeguarding jobs.

“With its strong economy, food-loving countries like Ireland are an
essential target for our producers and contribute to our target of
growing the industry by 30% to £7 billion by 2020 – a target we are
very close to meeting early.  Our food and drink is world-class and
I am confident that the Irish market will agree.”

On St David’s Day producers from across Wales will also come together to
challenge consumers to buy Welsh this March by taking part in the largest
celebration of Welsh food and drink ever held on a UK wide level.  They will
take part in a series of events across the UK to highlight that Welsh food
and drink is amongst the best in the world in terms of quality and value.

For Londoners and those visiting the capital, there will be a chance to taste
the many delights of Wales’s excellent produce. Waitrose customers in Oxford
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Street and Canary Wharf will be able to sample fine Welsh produce such as
traditional cheese and Welsh cakes, yoghurt and waffles, accompanied by Welsh
beer or whiskey. Borough Market and rail travellers at Paddington will also
offer customers Welsh food samples to taste and take away with them.

Lesley Griffiths added:  

“The interest in our wonderful Welsh food and drink has never been
greater. Wales’ food and drink industry is a huge asset – Wales has
a winner. I’m pleased so many producers are coming together to
invite consumers across Wales to sample our quality produce and buy
Welsh.”

On St David’s Day, Hannah Blythyn the Environment Minister will visit Dylans
Restaurant in Llandudno to hear about their plans to expand their award
winning Products.

Kirsty Williams announces £3 million
of support for Wales’ brightest and
most talented pupils

In a statement to the National Assembly this afternoon the Cabinet Secretary
will set out three key principles to drive improvements:

better identification and support at school, regional and national
levels
opportunities that will inspire the highest levels of achievement
the development of evidence to support further investment and work.

The Cabinet Secretary announced the new funding and support on a visit to Y
Pant Comprehensive in Pontyclun. The school has worked with NACE (National
Association for Able Children in Education) to achieve a NACE Challenge
Award. This recognises school-wide high quality provision for more able and
talented learners.

The funding announced today will support a new national approach for
identifying and supporting more able learners, backed with comprehensive new
guidance. This will include a new definition for more able learners,
supporting schools in this work.

The Cabinet Secretary also announced that the successful Seren Network, which
supports Wales’ brightest sixth formers gain access to leading universities,
will be expanded to target younger learners.
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From September, the Network will begin targeting learners before their GCSEs
– connecting learners from different schools and communities and building on
Seren’s existing links with leading global universities.

The £3 million investment will also include funding to further develop the
Welsh Government’s policy for more able and talented learners, ensuring that
any future measures are based on the most reliable evidence.

Kirsty Williams said:

“Further encouraging a culture that supports high aspirations for
all learners, teachers and schools is crucial to the delivery of
our national mission for education.

“It is clear from PISA, previous Estyn reports, Sutton Trust and
UCL research that Wales must do more to identify, support and
stretch our more able learners.

“The investment I’m announcing today means that we will be able to
reach these learners at a much earlier stage, ensuring they have
the support and opportunities to reach their full potential.

“The Seren Network already makes a hugely positive contribution to
raising aspirations, boosting confidence and encouraging post-16
students to be ambitious.

“Expanding the programme will help us to build that confidence in
our younger leaners and show them that there are opportunities they
may not yet be aware of.

“We have to look at this as a long-term investment; this is about
how we create the next generation of entrepreneurs, teachers,
scientists and public servants that will drive Wales’s future
prosperity and success.

“Getting it right for these learners, and those with the potential
to be these learners, therefore means getting it right for
everyone.”

First Minister in the US and Canada to
boost trade with Wales’ most important
business partner

The visit will focus on boosting trade and investment between Wales and the
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US.

The United States is Wales’ largest inward investor, with 270 US-owned
companies based in Wales employing almost 50,000 people. Last year, Wales
secured investment from 24 American-owned companies that will create and
safeguard nearly 1,500 Welsh jobs.

America is also one of Wales’ top trading partners. The value of Welsh
exports to the USA continues to rise and was worth £2.1bn to the Welsh
economy in 2016.

Over the week, the First Minister will meet with US and Canadian companies
with a presence in Wales and will discuss trade and business links with
political representatives.

On Wednesday, the First Minister will address the United Nations about his
commitment to advancing gender equality and women’s rights. He will also meet
with Hillary Clinton to discuss how they can strengthen links between Wales
and the US.

The First Minister will host a St David’s Day reception on Capitol Hill for
key political figures and investors, and an event in New York – attended by
actor Luke Evans – to promote Wales as a top tourist destination.

Speaking ahead of the visit, First Minister Carwyn Jones said:

“America is Wales’ most important business partner and I want to
build on the strong trade links that exist between our two
countries as we leave the EU.

“While in the US, I want to gain a better understanding of the
USA’s position on future trading arrangements with the UK and will
press the case for developing a free trade agreement between our
countries.

“Exciting opportunities for trade with North America lie ahead and,
in my discussions with American businesses and politicians, I will
reaffirm our commitment to boosting trade between Wales and the
USA.

“As Wales and the UK prepare to leave the EU, I want to reassure
investors and visitors from the United States that Wales remains an
outward looking and welcoming country.”


