
Average Speed Cameras to improve
safety on A55 Rhuallt Hill

The system is being installed after data collected between 8 March and 27
March found thousands of people breaking the legal limit whilst travelling
down the Rhuallt Hill.

The radar system collected speed information from 394,326 vehicles and found
that 217,642 had been travelling at speeds of more than 70mph on the
westbound carriageway. The data was collated from three locations to better
demonstrate the speed profile in the Rhuallt Hill area.

The introduction of average speed cameras is part of the quick win
interventions identified in the A55 resilience study which was carried out
last year on how best to improve the travel experience and minimise the
frequency and impact of incidents and breakdowns.

The study had already highlighted existing issues with traffic speeds on the
Rhuallt Hill westbound before the recent data was gathered and now, as a
result and with the latest speed information, average speed enforcement is
being trialled in the area.

Cameras will be installed at J28 and J30 with one in between at J29 and will
go live once the system has been fully tested, which is anticipated to be
mid-May. Signs will be in place in the area on the A55 to signal when the
cameras are not in use as testing is carried out, once these signs are
removed they will be live.

Information about when the system will be in operation will also be made
available on the Traffic Wales website and the North & Mid Wales Traffic page
(@TrafficWalesN).

Work to install the cameras will take place at night and reaffirms the
Cabinet Secretary’s commitment for no daytime lane closures involving
roadworks on the A55 until September.

Transport Secretary Ken Skates said:

“Safety on our roads is an absolute priority and this latest data
of vehicle speeds is clear proof why we are taking action on the
A55 at Rhuallt Hill westbound.

“The number of vehicles found to be travelling beyond the speed
threshold on this part of the carriageway is of great concern and
the measures we will now put in place will improve the safety of
the travelling public, help cut the amount of collisions in the
area and strengthen the resilience of the A55.

“We must remember that road safety is a matter where we all have a
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part to play. Collisions on the road can happen for a number of
reasons, and excess speed is one of the most common causes.

“The trial of average speed cameras in the area of the Rhuallt Hill
is one of a number of interventions we are making following the A55
resilience study I commissioned last year and will help traffic
flow in a safer environment.”

£230,000 for projects to improve the
lives of people in Africa

The Welsh Government’s Wales for Africa programme encourages civil society,
businesses and public bodies in Wales to take action on poverty in Africa by
taking part in projects which support the exchanges of skills, learning,
joint working and tackling climate change.

The £230,000 grant scheme will be launched on 4th May 2018 and organisations
will have 8 weeks to submit a funding bid ahead of the closing date on 29th
June 2018. Grants of between £500 and £15,000 are available, with one larger
project of national significance also being funded each year.

Announcing the funding, First Minister Carwyn Jones said:

“Small grants from our Wales for Africa programme have transformed
the lives of thousands of people in Africa whilst benefiting people
here – from reducing infant mortality rates in Uganda to increasing
the number of children who stay in school.

“I encourage community groups and organisations to bid for a share
of this funding and work with us so we can continue to improve the
lives of people in Africa.”

Ruth Marks, WCVA’s Chief Executive, said:

‘WCVA is very pleased to have the opportunity to work with Welsh
Government to deliver this important scheme. We recognise the
importance of this fund in supporting mutually beneficial projects
between Wales and Africa and the wide reaching and sustainable
benefits they bring.’

More information on the Welsh Government Wales for Africa grant scheme is
available on the WCVA website.
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Children invited to draw the NHS of
the future

The competition is open to children in two age categories; children aged 7-9
and aged 10-11 in Wales. They are encouraged to think about how the NHS will
look in the future, what medical innovations there may be and what they think
will be important in healthcare.

The theme of the competition is: “What do you think the NHS in Wales will
look like on its 100th birthday in 2048?” closing on 31 May 2018. A winner
from each age group will be chosen to represent their local health board. 

The 14 winners will be invited to a service of thanksgiving to celebrate
NHS70 at Llandaff Cathedral on 4 July 2018. 

To celebrate the anniversary, The Royal Mint will present the winners with an
‘N – NHS’ coin from The Great British Coin Hunt A to Z Collection.  Two
overall winners, chosen by the Health Secretary, Vaughan Gething will also be
invited to visit The Royal Mint Experience and have the opportunity to strike
their own coins.

Health Secretary, Vaughan Gething said:

“I’m pleased to announce that this competition is now open. It’s a fantastic
way of making sure people of all ages can get involved in celebrating our
fantastic NHS. 

“I look forward to seeing all the entries, which I’m sure, will be a
demonstration of how creative and talented the children of Wales are. We
could even come across future inventors and designers!”  

Further details of the competition, including and terms and conditions can be
found on the NHS Health in Wales website (external link)

New screening for pregnant women now
offered in Wales

Wales is the first UK nation to introduce Non-invasive Prenatal Testing
(NIPT) across the whole country as an addition to the existing antenatal
screening offer. 
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The test will be offered to women who have taken up the initial offer of
screening and are found to be at a higher chance of Down’s, Edward’s or
Patau’s syndrome. 

The NIPT test is offered as an alternative to an invasive test as this part
of the pathway. As an invasive test has a small risk of miscarriage, offering
NIPT is expected to reduce this risk as fewer invasive tests are expected to
be undertaken in Wales.

The Health Secretary, Vaughan Gething said:

“Our antenatal screening programme plays an important role in
providing expectant mothers with the information and support they
need throughout their pregnancy. I’m pleased Wales is leading the
way by offering NIPT as part of our programme. This more accurate
test will reduce the need of further invasive tests in most cases,
therefore reducing the incidence of miscarriages related to
invasive procedures.”

From today, combined screening for Edward’s and Patau’s in the first
trimester for women having one baby, and combined screening for Down’s,
Edward’s and Patau’s in the first trimester for twin pregnancies, are also
introduced in Wales. 

The decision to implement NIPT in Wales follows expert advice from the UK
National Screening Committee. Its introduction will be evaluated over the
next three years.

Sharon Hillier; Director of Screening for Public Health Wales, said:

“It is important that women are supported with information about
the conditions and the screening offered so they can make the right
decision for them as to whether they want to accept this offer.

“We have worked closely with parents, charities and health
professionals to improve the pathway and the information that we
provide to pregnant women in Wales.

“We’ve taken the opportunity to update the pre-test written
information as well as producing it as a short film. Health
professionals involved in discussing the screening with women have
undertaken training which has focused on personalised choice and up
to date information on the conditions screened for.” 



The Commission on Justice in Wales
visits Treforest on the latest leg of
its fact-finding tour

Amongst the issues for discussion are access to legal services, diversity in
the profession, ideas for reducing crime and the rehabilitation of offenders.

The Welsh Government set up the Commission on Justice in Wales in 2017 to
review the operation of the legal and justice system in Wales and set a long
term vision for the future.

The work of the Commission, chaired by the former Lord Chief Justice of
England and Wales, Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd and comprising prominent members
of the justice and legal community in Wales is well underway.

Since February the Commission has held events in Bangor, Wrexham and
Aberystwyth, to hear the views of people working in, and affected by, the
justice and legal system including prisoners and staff at Berwyn prison near
Wrexham. Next month, the Commission will travel to Scotland to consider the
experiences of our Scottish counterparts.

The Commission is seeking written evidence until early June before it moves
onto oral evidence. The Commission for Wales wants to hear the opinions from
as wide a range of people as possible about how the justice system can be
improved.

The former Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, Lord Thomas of  Cwmgiedd
said:

“We are engaging widely with people and organisations across Wales
to ensure that our findings and recommendations about the future of
the justice and legal system are sound and enduring.

“We need to find ways to build on the existing good collaborative
working between governments, the police, the prison and probation
service, lawyers and the courts to reduce crime, promote
rehabilitation and tackle the very serious problems facing people
in rural and post-industrial areas accessing legal advice in their
communities. Our visit to the Rhondda Cynon Taf area on Friday will
be another important step in this process.”
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